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The body of a militant fighter lies inside the Interior Ministry compound in Kabul, A^hanistan, on Wednesday. Afghan officials said a suicide bomber struck outside the 
ministry, allowing gunmen to pass through an outer gate where they traded fire with security forces, who killed the attackers. 


By Chad Garland and Zubair Babakarkhail 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Gunmen dressed as US. 
soldiers and traveling in a captured Humvee set off a 
suicide bomb and then tried to shoot their way into the 
Afghan Interior Ministry before being killed by govern¬ 


ment forces Wednesday, security officials said. 

It’s not clear who carried out the attack — one of at 
least three that occurred in Afghanistan on Wednesday 
— which targeted the Interior Ministry’s compound a 
few hundred yards from Kabul’s airport and a coalition 
air base where Americans and their allies train Afghan 
forces. 


Just after midday, a car bomb exploded at the entrance 
to the ministry compound, said Hashmat Stanekzai, 
spokesman for Kabul police. 

“After that, several gunmen tried to get into the min¬ 
istry, but they faced resistance by our security forces,” 
he said. 

SEE IMPOSTORS ON PAGE 6 


Mattis: US will confront China on militarization of Spratly Islands 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — The US. will con¬ 
tinue to confront China’s militariza¬ 
tion of manmade islands in the South 
China Sea, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis said Tuesday, arguing that 
Beijing hasn’t kept its promise not to 



put weapons on the Spratly Islands. 

Mattis said American ships are 
maintaining a “steady drumbeat” of 
naval operations around the disputed 
islands, adding that “only one coun¬ 
try” seems to be bothered by the ves¬ 
sels’ routine activities. 

“We are going out of our way to 
cooperate with Pacific nations; that’s 


the way we do business in the world,” 
Mattis told reporters traveling with 
him to a national security conference 
in Singapore. “But we are also going 
to confront what we believe is out of 
step with international law, out of 
step with international tribunals that 
have spoken on the issue.” 

The United States has long been 


critical of China’s sweeping sover¬ 
eignty claims in the South China 
Sea, disputed by several neighboring 
governments. On Sunday, two US. 
warships sailed close to the Paracel 
Islands, which lie north of the Sprat- 
lys, the latest freedom-of-navigation 
SEE MATTIS ON PAGE 2 



NBA FINALS 

Warriors, Cavaliers 
set to square off for 
4th straight 

Back page 


FACES 

ABC praised for 
quick cancellation 
of ‘Roseanne’ 

Page 18 


mm 



MILITARY 

United says it will 
fly pets home if it 
flew them overseas 

Page 4 



















Page 2 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 31,2018 


PACIFIC _ 

Philippines protests China's action at sea 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philip¬ 
pine government has quietly protested 
after Chinese ships deployed a helicopter 
that flew close to a Philippine navy boat 
carrying supplies to Filipino marines at a 
disputed shoal in the South China Sea, two 
officials said Wednesday. 

The Philippine navy personnel on board 
the rubber boat were unharmed in the 
May 11 incident and proceeded to deliver 
the supplies to marines on a grounded 
Philippine navy ship at Second Thomas 
Shoal, which has been guarded by Chinese 
forces, the two officials said. 

The Chinese helicopter hovered “dan¬ 
gerously close” to the Philippine rubber 
boat, “around 40-50 feet above, seemingly 
trying to harass and overturn it,” said one 
of the officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he wasn’t authorized to 


discuss the incident publicly. 

The Philippines and China recently held 
talks to prevent a repeat of the incident, 
which earned the “displeasure” of the 
Philippine president, the official said. 

Rep. Gary Alejano, a former Philippine 
marine officer, mentioned the incident 
during a hearing Wednesday at the House 
of Representatives that focused on the 
South China Sea territorial issue and was 
attended by top defense and diplomatic 
officials. 

Alejano asked the government to con¬ 
demn the Chinese harassment. 

The Chinese navy helicopter “was so 
close that seawater splash entered the rub¬ 
ber boat,” said Alejano, who asked the gov¬ 
ernment to disclose more details of such 
incidents to the public. 

“If the Duterte administration wants 
the public to trust its approach in the West 
Philippine Sea, certain details meant for 


public consumption should be released,” 
Alejano said in a statement, using the Phil¬ 
ippine name for the South China Sea. 

“They cannot blame the public if there 
are doubts and low confidence on their 
words since what they are disclosing and 
what is happening on the ground are two 
different stories,” Alejano said. 

After taking power nearly two years 
ago. President Rodrigo Duterte declared 
he would chart a foreign policy not high¬ 
ly oriented toward the United States, the 
country’s treaty ally. He took steps to re¬ 
vive frosty ties with Beijing while seeking 
to boost Chinese trade, investment and in¬ 
frastructure funds. 

Foreign Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano 
led top officials in explaining to House 
lawmakers what Duterte’s administration 
has been doing to defend the country’s sov¬ 
ereignty in the disputed region amid criti¬ 
cism that it has been far too soft on China. 



AP 


A Philippine Navy ship sails in the shallow 
waters of Second Thomas Shoal in the 
South China Sea in March 2014. The 
Philippines protested after a Chinese 
helicopter flew close to a Philippine navy 
boat carrying supplies to a disputed shoal 
this month. 


Mattis: Secretary says others concerned about weaponization of islands 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

operation designed to challenge 
Beijing’s claims. China protested 
the maneuver. 

The latest spat comes amid un¬ 
usual tension between the US. 
and China on trade and as Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump eyes a sum¬ 
mit with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un to discuss Pyong¬ 
yang’s nuclear program. 

China is North Korea’s tradi¬ 
tional ally and is wary of any shift 
in the balance of power on the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula. After North Korea 
threatened to withdraw from the 
summit last week. Trump attrib¬ 
uted the “change in attitude” to 
the influence of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, who recently met with 


Kim. However, by Tuesday the 
summit appeared back on track 
again, with Kim dispatching a top 
aide for talks with Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo in New York. 

According to the US., the free- 
dom-of-navigation missions are 
meant to underscore the rights of 
the US. and others to operate in 
international waters and airspace 
and to block efforts by any nation 
to unlawfully extend their bound¬ 
aries or territorial rights. 

Washington has signaled its 
displeasure in other ways, last 
week withdrawing an invitation 
for Beijing to participate in a 
large, multinational naval exer¬ 
cise in the Pacific later this sum¬ 
mer. China had participated in 


the exercise known as Rim of the 
Pacific in 2014 and 2016. 

The Pentagon said the decision 
to disinvite the Chinese Navy was 
triggered by what it called strong 
evidence that China has deployed 
anti-ship missiles, surface-to-air 
missile systems and electronic 
jammers to contested areas in the 
Spratly Islands. It called on China 
to remove the systems. 

China says it is within its rights 
to build up defenses on islands in 
the South China Sea that it be¬ 
lieves are its sovereign territory. 

Mattis said other nations in the 
region are concerned about the 
weaponization of the islands and 
reefs, and they want to see contin¬ 
ued freedom-of-navigation opera¬ 


tions in the international waters. 

“If you notice, there’s only one 
country that seems to take active 
steps to rebuff them or state their 
resentment of them,” Mattis said, 
referring to China. 

In recent years, the US. had 
sought to stabilize military rela¬ 
tions with China, but the milita¬ 
rization of the islands has been a 
persistent point of conflict. Many 
nations fear that Beijing will use 
the construction on the islands to 
extend its military reach and po¬ 
tentially try to restrict navigation 
in the South China Sea. 

The revocation of the exercise 
invitation, however, could un¬ 
dermine historical arguments 
the US. has made urging China 


not to hold the two nations’ mili¬ 
tary relationship hostage to other 
broader issues — such as dif¬ 
ferences over Taiwan. Ousting 
China from the exercise could 
signal that joint activities, or the 
military relationship as a whole, 
are a reward. 

Mattis is stopping in Hawaii on 
his way to the Singapore meeting 
so he can attend the ceremony 
marking the change in leadership 
at US. Pacific Command. 

US. Navy Adm. Philip David¬ 
son will take over PACOM from 
Adm. Harry Harris during the 
change-of-command on Wednes¬ 
day. Harris has been nominated 
to become the next US. ambas¬ 
sador to South Korea. 
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EUROPE _ 

Job status shift hits 3rd-country nationals 



Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 

Airmen walk into Chili’s at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on April 25. Chili’s is among the establishments 
on base that employs third-country nationals, whose employment status recently changed. 

cent, but “only for top earners,” 


Gains, losses for 
Ramstein workers 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — A change in employ¬ 
ment status here for dozens of 
third-country nationals — some 
of whom are also military spous¬ 
es — means they’ll receive more 
benefits and job security, but some 
will take home far less money. 

Ramstein is believed to be the 
first base overseas to convert ser¬ 
vices jobs held by foreign employ¬ 
ees to the host nation or non-U. S. 
employment program earlier this 
year. At least one other base in 
Germany is considering the same 
conversion. 

The change reduces the Air 
Force’s liability to workers hurt 
on the job while providing them 
with German health coverage, 
base officials said. 

For years, US. military bases 
overseas have employed third- 
country nationals — who are 
citizens of neither the U.S. nor 
the country in which they work 
— through the nonappropriated 
fund, or NAF. The jobs are mostly 
in the service industry but also 
include marketing and other 
positions. 

At Ramstein, a NAF job often 
came with perks afforded to their 
U.S. colleagues, such as commis¬ 
sary shopping and cheaper gas on 
base. The wages were often tax- 
free, depending on one’s home 
country tax rules. 

But the positions didn’t come 
with health insurance and retire¬ 
ment benefits. 

A workers’ compensation 
claim, filed by a third-country 
national employee more than two 
years ago and denied by the Air 
Force because the worker was not 
a U.S. citizen, triggered the over¬ 
haul of positions at Ramstein, said 
Ft. Col. Joel Harper, 86th Airlift 
Wing spokesman. 

The claim is still under review 
by NATO, said Harper, who de¬ 
clined to provide details since the 
claim was still pending. 

“There’s too much risk on the 
side of the Air Force and, also, too 
much risk on the side of the indi¬ 
vidual,” Harper said. 

Workers’ trade-offs 

The 86th and 786th force sup¬ 
port squadrons employ about 
1,300 NAF workers, a small per¬ 
centage of whom are third-coun¬ 
try nationals. 

The conversion means that 
third-country nationals will re¬ 
ceive German health and unem¬ 
ployment insurance, workers’ 
compensation and retirement. 
They’ll qualify for vacation pay 
and extra pay at Christmas, ma¬ 
ternity and parental leave, and 
death benefits. 

It also means more of their earn¬ 
ings, now in euros, will be taxed 
by the German government. 

The maximum rate is 42 per- 


said Wolfgang Krueck, chief of 
the non-US. personnel program 
at Ramstein. Most of the employ¬ 
ees converted will probably see 
a 15 or 20 percent income tax on 
average, Krueck said. 

The third-country nationals 
will also have to give up commis¬ 
sary shopping and other privileg¬ 
es associated with a U.S. ID card, 
unless they’re already eligible 
for those as a military or civilian 
spouse. 

Take-home pay cut 

“Our intent going into this was 
to retain as many people as possi¬ 
ble,” said Ft. Col. Renee Thuotte, 
86th Force Support Squadron 
commander. “I think the major¬ 
ity of our teammates would say 
this is absolutely a great decision 
for them.” 

But Rob Finnimore, 52, the 
operations manager at Chili’s, 
says he felt he had to accept the 
converted position at Ramstein, 
despite facing an estimated 50 
percent loss in take-home pay. 

“I would need to give three 
months’ notice on my apartment,” 
he said. “I have various commit¬ 
ments here after six years so, ob¬ 
viously, I needed to accept.” 

He didn’t have three months to 
decide. 

Employees received a letter on 
Jan. 31, informing them they had 
12 days to accept the converted 
position or lose their job, officials 
said. 

“It was very sudden,” Finni¬ 
more said. “It felt like it was 
rushed.” 

Thuotte said two-weeks’ notice 
is typically what employees give 
before they vacate, “so it’s very 
similar to how much time the em¬ 
ployees are notifying the employ¬ 
er of a transition as well.” 

Finnimore came from the Unit¬ 


ed Kingdom to Germany six years 
ago to work on base because “the 
money and conditions were very 
good.” 

It was good mostly because it 
was tax-free. Finnimore legally 
didn’t have to pay UK. income 
taxes since he was living abroad, 
he said. And he chose not to pay 
for health insurance or a retire¬ 
ment plan, allowing him to pocket 
about $56,000 a year. 

Under the non-US. employ¬ 
ment program, Finnimore es¬ 
timates he’ll net about 23,500 
euros, or about $28,700 a year. He 
expects to pay about 1,000 euros, 
or about $1,221, a month in taxes 
and benefits, including health 
insurance, a pension and unem¬ 
ployment insurance. 

As part of a special contract for 
managers, Finnimore said, he’s 
been told he’ll get paid for only 35 
hours a week with no differential 
for working nights, Sundays or on 
German holidays. 

He’s also losing his banking, 
post office, shopping, car registra¬ 
tion and tax-free shopping privi¬ 
leges — “everything that I was 
told I was entitled to when I came 
here six years ago,” he said. 

Thuotte acknowledged that “ev¬ 
erybody has individual situations 
and circumstances” that may not 
have made taking a position on 
the non-US. side “the most desir¬ 
able option.” 

“That’s why nobody was forced 
to convert,” she said. “But a job 
was made available should they 
choose to take it.” 

Employees will now have guar¬ 
anteed hours, she said, something 
they didn’t have before. 

One third-country national ap¬ 
proached Thuotte and told her 
that he was thrilled to not have to 
pay out of pocket for retirement 
and other benefits that he now 
receives under the new system, 
she said. “He said, T can be a real 
citizen,”’ she said. 


A mixed bag 

Mark Gregory, 25, said for his 
third-country national colleagues 
at Ramstein, the new employment 
classification is a mixed bag “in 
terms of the deal we’re getting.” 

But most are unhappy with the 
way management handled the 
conversion, 
he said. 

Gregory, 
an Eng¬ 
lish citizen 
who grew 
up around 
Ramstein, 
decided not 
to accept a 
non-US. po¬ 
sition at the 
base. 

“There was no real time to sit 
down, think about it and discuss 
it,” he said. 

There were meetings with em¬ 
ployees to explain the changes, but 
Gregory said it wasn’t enough. 

“It came out of nowhere ... 
there were rumors going around 
forever but” no one in leadership 
addressed those rumors until the 
decision was announced, he said. 

“There’s just no sense of T care 
about your situation,”’ Gregory 
said. “There’s just none of that, no 
compassion at all.” 

Samantha Schafer-Allen, an 
English citizen, decided to leave 
her job as an accounting techni¬ 
cian at Ramstein’s Woodlawn 
Golf Course. She would have 
had the same title but about half 
the hours, she said, and no job 
description. 

“They could have me cleaning 
toilets, for all I know,” she said. 

As the wife of a retired service- 
member, Schafer-Allen already 
has health insurance and retire¬ 
ment benefits. 

“I would be paying for some¬ 


thing I don’t need, and also on 
top of that having to pay German 
taxes, whereas before my pay 
was going on my husband’s tax 
return,” Schafer-Allen said. 

She said not all Americans 
working for the force sup¬ 
port squadron at Ramstein had 
health insurance, since it wasn’t 
mandatory. 

“For whatever reason, they’re 
singling out the NATO people ... 
and trying to now force a German 
(local national) position on them, 
to make sure they have coverage,” 
she said. “But they’ve also pulled 
people hke myself into that same 
boat, who don’t need health insur¬ 
ance because I already have it.” 

Spangdahlem changes 

Schafer-Allen decided to join 
her husband at Spangdahlem Air 
Base, where he works as a civil¬ 
ian, but she’s been unable to find 
work. She blames it on changes 
Spangdahlem has made that she 
says make it harder for third- 
country nationals. 

Spangdahlem in March began 
directing that third-country na¬ 
tionals were eligible to apply only 
for non-US. or local national jobs, 
base officials said. 

Schafer-Allen was told to apply 
through the German Civilian 
Personnel Office, but that office 
does not list any host nation jobs 
with the force support squadron, 
she said. 

“The change has completely im¬ 
pacted my entire life, as I moved 
to the Spangdahlem area to bring 
my family back under one roof 
again,” Schafer-Allen said. “Now, 
I am living in an area where I 
can’t apply for work, which means 
lost income. Just last week I had 
to sell my car, and my future here 
is now uncertain.” 

Whether that means fewer job 
opportunities for third-country 
nationals in service jobs for the 
wing at Spangdahlem is unclear. 
Base officials said managers will 
still have the option to fill a U.S. or 
local-national position, depending 
on workforce needs. 

As of last month, the base em¬ 
ployed four third-country nation¬ 
als in U.S. NAF positions and 12 
in local national jobs, said Capt. 
Andrea Valencia, spokeswoman 
for the 52nd Fighter Wing at 
Spangdahlem. 

She said the wing was still 
considering whether to convert 
the remaining third-country na¬ 
tionals in U.S. jobs to local na¬ 
tional positions, similar to what 
Ramstein has done. 

At Ramstein, third-country na¬ 
tionals may still apply for all NAF 
jobs with the 86th Force Support 
Squadron, officials said, with hir¬ 
ing determined by qualifications 
and needs of the Air Force, not 
nationality. 

Current job vacancies at 
Ramstein and Spangdahlem with 
the Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service, which also provides NAF 
jobs, don’t restrict third-country 
nationals from applying. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 

















Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 31,2018 


MILITARY 


United will fly pets home if 
they carried them overseas 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Some U.S. military families 
moving back to the States from 
the Pacific may be able to fly 
United Airlines with their pets, 
regardless of the carrier’s stricter 
pet travel rules that ban some 25 
breeds of dogs and cats starting 
next month. 

United has made an exception 
for military pets overseas need¬ 
ing a ride back home — as long as 
they used United to get overseas 
and it’s part of a PCS move. It’s 
not clear, however, whether the 
exception applies to all military 
families in other regions of the 
world. 

U.S. Forces Japan said on 
Facebook on Saturday that ser- 
vicemembers who traveled on 
military orders to Japan with 
their pets on United Airlines “will 
now be eligible to fly back to the 
United States using the United 
PetSafe program, regardless of 
new restrictions,” adding it was 
“effective today.” 

USFJ officials said that there 
would be a three-week halt in 


new pet reservations from June 
18 to July 8, but after that the car¬ 
rier will start transporting pets 
eligible under United’s exception 
for military families. 

Servicemembers who didn’t 
use United to bring their pets to 
Japan aren’t eligible, according to 
USFJ. 

A woman 
named Julia 
Foster asked 
USFJ about 
eligibility 
for her fam¬ 
ily’s golden 
retriever, 
which flew 
in a “giant¬ 
sized crate” 
with United 

Charles Hobart from Raleigh 
United to Seattle, 
spokesman and then had 
a pet spot on 
an Air Mobil¬ 
ity Command aircraft for the rest 
of the trip. 

“Under the changes to United’s 
policy, you would unfortunately 
not be eligible since United didn’t 
transport your pet overseas,” 


USFJ responded on Facebook on 
Wednesday. 

To get the exemption, ser¬ 
vicemembers need to fill out an 
online United PetSafe military 
booking request form that can be 
downloaded from USFJ’s website. 
Servicemembers will have to pro¬ 
vide proof that United originally 
moved their pets to Japan. 

“The guiding principle—I don’t 
even want to call it a policy — is 
an approach we’re taking that if 
we flew your pet there, we’ll fly it 
back,” United spokesman Charles 
Hobart told Military.com earlier 
this week. 

Hobart could not immediately 
be reached Wednesday. 

USFJ said it was looking into 
whether Defense Department 
civilians based in Japan are also 
eligible for the exemption. 

United earlier this month an¬ 
nounced new rules banning cer¬ 
tain short- or snub-nose breeds 
that are more prone to breathing 
difficulties at higher altitudes, 
such as bulldogs, pugs, boxers, pit 
bulls and Shih-Tzus, and Persian 
and Himalayan cats. Some large- 
breed dogs also won’t be able to 


The 
guiding 
principie 
is... if we 
fiew your 
pet there, 
we’ii fiy it 
back. ^ 



Stephen BEARo/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


United Airlines will allow some U.S. military families moving back to 
the States from the Pacific to fly with their pets following an outcry 
over a policy change that restricted many pets from flying. 


fly in the cargo hold since the new 
policy limits an animal’s crate to 
30 inches in height. 

The new rules go into effect 
June 18. Until then. United had 
suspended new reservations for 
pets traveling in cargo but later 
added an exception for military 
families that are making a per¬ 
manent change of station from 
Guam, where United is the only 
mqjor U.S.-based carrier serving 
routes to the mainland. 

United officials said they would 
accept new PetSafe reservations 
for military members and their 
spouses, as well as State Depart¬ 


ment personnel and their spouses 
who wish to travel with or ship 
their pets out of Guam. 

USFJ officials said that U.S. 
Transportation Command was 
working to expand Patriot Ex¬ 
press pet capacity in the near 
future. “Discussions are ongoing 
and more information will be pro¬ 
vided as soon as it becomes avail¬ 
able,” they said on Facebook. 

To access the USFJ military 
pet booking request, go to http:// 
www.usfj.mil. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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MILITARY 


Retiring Army general, 
57, dies on leave in SC 


New Ospreys back at Yokota 
between training missions 


By Denisse Rauda 
Stars and Stripes 

An Army general died Sunday 
while on leave in South Carolina, 
according to local media reports. 

Gen. Jeffrey Bannister, 
57, was on the verge of retirement 
and on transition leave when he 
died at Lake Murray near Colum¬ 
bia, Shaw Air Force Base officials 
told WIS-TV. 

Bannister, who served in the 
Army for 34 years, was assigned 
to Shaw as a special project of¬ 
ficer for the Chief of Staff of the 
Army, the report said. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with M^. Gen. Bannister’s fam¬ 
ily,” Lt. Gen. Michael Garrett, 
U.S. Army Central commander, 
said in a statement to WIS. “Our 
top priority is ensuring the fam¬ 
ily has all the local support and 
resources they need during this 
emotionally difficult time.” 

The Rome, Ga., native served 
in Iraq and led divisions at Fort 
Carson, Colo. He commanded the 
10th Mountain Division at Fort 
Drum, N.Y., from 2015 until May 
of last year. His time there in¬ 
cluded an 11-month deployment 
to Afghanistan. 

Bannister was commended 
for preparing a comprehensive 
plan for then-President Barack 
Obama’s proposed drawdown of 



Kap KiM/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Bannister, 
who commanded the 10th 
Mountain Division at Fort Drum, 
N.Y., from 2015 until 2017, 
died Sunday in South Carolina. 

U.S. troops from 9,800 to 5,500 
and multiple base closures by 
early 2017, or what Bannister 
called an “ugly cliff” 

“Amateurs talk about strategy; 
professionals talk about logistics,” 
he said, paraphrasing World War 
IPs Gen. Omar Bradley. 

The Lexington County Coro¬ 
ner’s Office and Shaw officials 
have not released additional in¬ 
formation on the circumstances 
surrounding his death, according 
to The State newspaper. 

rauda.denisse@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DRauda_Stripes 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Five U.S. CV-22 Osprey tilt- 
rotor aircraft are back in Tokyo 
for a short break before resuming 
training elsewhere in the region, 
the Air Force said. 

The Ospreys, part of a Spe¬ 
cial Operations squadron of 10 
aircraft, first arrived at Yokota 
in early April but departed soon 
after for training that officials 
said would last several months. 

“The CV-22s will spend a short 
time at Yokota before departing 
for further training around the 
region,” Air Force spokeswoman 
Kaori Matsukasa said in an email 


BOGOTA, Colombia — Co¬ 
lombia will become NATO’s first 
partner in Latin America in rec¬ 
ognition of the country’s battle- 
tested military. 

President Juan Manuel Santos 
on Friday said that the country’s 
entry into the military alliance’s 


Wednesday. “When they return 
from training, they will continue 
to operate from Yokota.” 

The aircraft — which can take 
off like helicopters, then tilt their 
rotors to fly long distances as 
fixed-wing planes — have attract¬ 
ed intense interest in Japan. 

Activists have focused on ac¬ 
cidents, including an emergency 
landing by a Marine Corps MV- 
22B Osprey in waters off Okina¬ 
wa in 2016. The service operates 
24 MV-22BS out of Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma on the south¬ 
ern island prefecture. 

Last week, Japanese Defense 
Minister Itsunori Onodera ex¬ 
pressed concern about their safe¬ 
ty after a report blamed heavy 


global partnership program will 
take place next week in Brussels. 

A NATO spokeswoman said 
Saturday that Colombia’s ties to 
the group have steadily advanced 
since 2013. In 2015 Colombia con¬ 
tributed a vessel to NATO’s Op¬ 
eration Ocean Shield to counter 


downwash for an MV-22 crash off 
Australia that killed three Ma¬ 
rines last summer. 

The Ospreys’ arrival at Yokota 
“addresses regional security con¬ 
cerns in line with the recently 
released 2018 National Defense 
Strategy and also provides a plat¬ 
form that can rapidly react to nat¬ 
ural disasters or crises,” the Air 
Force said last month. 

The Osprey squadron will ini¬ 
tially bring only about 100 people 
to Yokota, but that number will 
grow to 450 as additional aircraft 
arrive, base officials have said. 

Stars and Stripes correspondent Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


piracy off the Horn of Africa. 

The partners include Japan, 
Afghanistan, New Zealand, Mon¬ 
golia and Iraq, which work with 
NATO in some areas. Colombian 
authorities said the partnership 
will help in training its military. 
From The Associated Press 


Colombia is set to become NATO’s first partner in Latin America 
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US: Strike on Taliban leaders kills at least 50 


Impostors: Dated versions of US uniforms used 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Security personnel arrive at the site of an attack at the Afghan Interior Ministry in 
Kabui, A^hanistan, on Wednesday. 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. rocket artillery 
strike last week on a gathering of Taliban 
leaders in southern Afghanistan killed at 
least 50 of them, a U.S. military official said 
Tuesday. 

Lt. Col. Martin O’Donnell, a spokesman 
for the U. S .-led coalition in Afghanistan, said 
a weapon system known as the High Mobil¬ 
ity Artillery Rocket System, or HIMARS, 
which is capable of firing GPS-guided rock¬ 
ets, destroyed a command-and-control po¬ 
sition that was a known meeting place for 
high-level Taliban leaders. He said at least 
50 leaders were killed. 

The May 24 rocket artillery attack in the 
Musa Qala district of Helmand province 
was announced by the U.S. military last 
week, but without a public estimate of the 
numbers killed. 

O’Donnell said that because of the large 
number of leaders killed and their involve¬ 
ment in a range of attack planning, the 
impact of the HIMARS strike “will be felt 
beyond Helmand province.’’ He called it an 
example of how the U.S. military is using 
expanded authorities granted as part of the 
Trump administration’s new regional strat¬ 
egy for fighting the Afghanistan war, allow¬ 
ing U.S. forces to take a more active role in 
combat. 

U.S. officials have sought to compel the 
Taliban to enter peace talks by increasing 
the military pressure on them. 

Last week, a U.S. government watchdog 
group said the administration’s revamped 
strategy has made little progress against 
the Taliban insurgency, leaving the country 
a “dangerous and volatile” place nearly 17 
years after the U.S. invaded. That conclu¬ 
sion contrasts with assertions last fall by the 
American military that the Afghans, with 
U.S. support, had “turned the corner” and 
captured momentum against the Taliban, 
which it called fractured and desperate. 

The report to Congress by inspectors 
general of the Pentagon, the State Depart¬ 
ment and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development also cast doubt on the admin¬ 
istration’s decision to send a new set of mili¬ 
tary advisers this year to work with Afghan 
forces closer to the front lines. It said that 
move, combined with stepped-up Afghan 
offensives, “further raises the risk of civil¬ 
ian casualties, insider attacks, U.S. casual¬ 
ties, and other conflict-related violence.” 

The U.S. has about 15,000 support troops 
in Afghanistan, mostly providing various 
forms of military assistance. 

The Pentagon, meanwhile, announced 
Tuesday that President Donald Trump has 
nominated Army Lt. Gen. Scott Miller for 
promotion to four-star rank and assignment 
as the next commander of U.S. and coali¬ 
tion forces in Afghanistan. If confirmed by 
the Senate, Miller would succeed Gen. John 
Nicholson, who has held the position since 
March 2016 and is expected to step down 
this summer. 

Miller currently is commander of Joint 
Special Operations Command and is a ca¬ 
reer special operations soldier. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The attackers were not able to enter 
the ministry,” Stanekzai said. 

The firefight ended a little more than 
two hour later, he said, and all the gun¬ 
men had been killed. He could not say 
how many other casualties there were be¬ 
sides the assailants. 

At least one of the attackers was cap¬ 
tured, Gen. John Nicholson, the top U.S. 
commander in the country, told reporters 
at the Pentagon via video conference later 
in the day. 

Nicholson disputed claims by Islamic 
State’s Afghanistan affiliate that it was 
responsible for the attack. Both the Tal¬ 
iban and ISIS have carried out attacks 
that have left hundreds dead in recent 
months. The Taliban, however, had not 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 

The tactics smacked more of the Tal¬ 
iban’s Haqqani network, Nicholson said, 
referring to a brutal branch of the insur¬ 
gent group considered its most capable. 
For example, their use of American uni¬ 
forms and their targeting of a govern¬ 
ment facility. 

“We have seen [American] uniforms 
used in the past,” the American general 
said. “It’s been well over a year since 
we’ve seen that.” 

ISIS attacks tend to be person-borne, 
involving suicide vests, and indiscrimi¬ 
nate, often targeting Shiite minorities in 
the country. 

The use of military uniforms and a 
vehicle was a concern, Nicholson said, 
as it might cause a hesitation or delay in 
responding to an attack, but he said the 
Afghans responded as they should have. 

“They did exactly what they were sup¬ 
posed to do,” he said. 

The guards at the gate recognized that 
the uniforms were dated versions of those 
worn by U.S. soldiers and demanded the 
attackers exit the vehicle. That’s when the 
fighting started, Nicholson said, and one 
of the attackers detonated a suicide vest, 
killing himself and some of his fellow 
gunmen. 

The Crisis Response Unit 222, a special 
police unit, responded to the attack and 
quickly killed the remaining assailants, 
Nicholson said. 

Seven gunmen had attempted to enter 
the compound, said Interior Ministry 
spokesman Najib Danish. One police of¬ 
ficer was killed and five were wounded, 
he said. 

Washington Post reporter Dan La- 
mothe said on Twitter that the nearby co¬ 
alition base was locked down for about an 
hour after the attack. In a later tweet, he 
said there were concerns that an attacker 
in a U.S. military uniform was on the base 
and that head counts were underway. 


There was no breach of the NATO com¬ 
pound, said Lt. Col. Martin O’Donnell, 
a spokesman for the coalition in Kabul. 
He said all coalition troops had been ac¬ 
counted for after the attack. 

Two other attacks occurred elsewhere 
in Afghanistan on Wednesday. 

In eastern Logar province, suicide 
bombers attacked a police station in the 
morning, killing at least three police of¬ 
ficers, including the station’s commander 
and the deputy director of traffic police for 
the provincial capital, Pul-e Alam, local 
media reported. A suicide car bomb was 
set off at the gates before three gunmen in 
suicide vests stormed the compound. 

Four more police officers and eight 
civilians were wounded in the attack. 
Among the wounded were two children, 
the media reported. The Taliban claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

Another early morning attack struck 
the capital of Kandahar province, when a 
suicide car bomb blast killed three civil¬ 
ians and wounded 13 others, a provincial 
official told reporters. It is unclear who 
carried out the attack, though the south¬ 
ern province is the Taliban’s historic 
heartland. 

Afghan officials have said recently that 
their forces were battling militants in at 
least half of the country’s 34 provinces 
and that at least seven provincial capitals 
were under threat. 

On Tuesday, Taliban fighters overran 
the center of Chora district in the south¬ 
ern province of Uruzgan. A provincial of¬ 


ficial who spoke to Stars and Stripes on 
condition of anonymity confirmed that 
Afghan security forces had withdrawn 
from the governor’s compound and police 
headquarters. 

The militants were also threatening to 
overrun parts of Takhar province in the 
country’s north this week, claiming to 
have seized arms and equipment after 
seizing police checkpoints in the besieged 
Kwajah Ghar and Dasht-e Qalah districts 
along the Tajikistan border. 

The Kabul attack comes nearly one year 
after a massive car bombing near the dip¬ 
lomatic zone of the city, which killed sev¬ 
eral hundred people on May 31,2017. 

Nicholson credited the response to the 
latest attack, and the fact that there has 
been no “mega” vehicle-borne attack in 
the past 12 months, as a sign of improving 
Afghan security forces’ capabilities. 

“We’ve had a slight reduction in the 
number of vehicle-borne (improvised ex¬ 
plosive devices),” Nicholson said. “We’ve 
also seen ... a reduction in Taliban and 
Haqqani activity ... because of the very 
focused counterterrorism effort on the 
networks that attack Kabul.” 

However, he said a purported drop in 
Taliban and Haqqani attacks has been 
offset by increasing ISIS attacks. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Corey Dickstein 

contributed to this report. 

garland.chad(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: @chadgariand 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Some troops in Kuwait quarantined for norovirus symptoms 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

The Army has identified 84 ser- 
vicemembers in Kuwait who have 
shown symptoms of being infect¬ 
ed by norovirus, U.S. Army Cen¬ 
tral Command said Wednesday. 

The outbreak of the virus was 
first reported among soldiers 


from Camp Buehring and Camp 
Arifjan on Friday, when three 
flights to Fort Polk, La., were de¬ 
layed after the Army recognized 
symptoms in some soldiers. 

One soldier on those flights was 
positively identified as carrying 
the norovirus. 

The flights were delayed until 
Army personnel could iden¬ 


tify who had symptoms, but all 
flights were back on schedule as 
of Wednesday evening. Army of¬ 
ficials said. 

To limit the spread, soldiers 
who are showing signs of the 
virus are being quarantined at 
the two bases. 

Norovirus is highly contagious 
and is commonly spread through 


contaminated food or water. 
Symptoms begin within 12 to 48 
hours of exposure and include 
vomiting, nausea and diarrhea. 

Although most people with no¬ 
rovirus recover in one to three 
days, it can lead to dangerous de¬ 
hydration to vulnerable popula¬ 
tions, such as the elderly. 

“The 223rd Preventive Medi¬ 


cine Detachment and the 75th 
Combat Support Hospital worked 
quickly providing medical treat¬ 
ment and strive to not allow the 
virus to spread to the families of 
those Soldiers who are returning 
home,” CENTCOM said. 

behnke.jason@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JasonFromSD 
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US, N. Korea prepare 
as if summit is still on 



Matthew Lee/AP 


U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, left, is greeted by senior North Korean official 
Kim Yong Choi, shaking his hand, and Foreign Minister Ri Su Yong on his arrival in 
Pyongyang, North Korea, on May 9. 


By Catherine Lucey, Zeke Miller 
AND Kim Tong-hyung 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Rapid-fire diplomacy 
played out on two continents in advance of 
an “expected” summit between President 
Donald Trump and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, the strengthening resolve 
coming after a series of high-risk, high-re¬ 
ward gambits by the two leaders. 

Officials wouldn’t say that the June 
12 Singapore summit was back on, but 
preparations on both sides of the Pacific 
proceeded as if it were. Two weeks of 
hard-nosed negotiating, including a com¬ 
munications blackout by the North and a 
public cancellation by the U.S., appeared 
to be paying off as the two sides engaged in 
their most substantive talks to date about 
the meeting. 

Trump tweeted Tuesday that he had a 
“great team” working on the summit, con¬ 
firming that top North Korean official Kim 
Yong Choi was headed to New York for 
talks with Secretary of State Mike Pom¬ 
peo. In addition, teams of U.S. officials 
have arrived at the Korean Demilitarized 
Zone and in Singapore to prepare for the 
meeting. 

“Solid response to my letter, thank you!” 
tweeted Trump. 

He announced he had decided to “ter¬ 
minate” the summit last week in an open 


letter to Kim that stressed American mili¬ 
tary might but also left the door cracked 
for future communication. White House 
officials characterized the letter as a nego¬ 
tiating tactic, designed to bring the North 
back to the table after a provocative state¬ 
ment, skipped planning talks and ignored 
phone calls. 

Aides almost immediately suggested the 
meeting could still get back on track. After 
a suitably conciliatory statement from 
North Korea, Trump said the same. 

Trump views the meeting as a legacy¬ 
defining opportunity to make the nuclear 
deal that has evaded others, but he pledged 
to walk away from the meeting if he be¬ 
lieved the North wasn’t serious about dis¬ 
cussing dismantling its nuclear program. 

The flurry of diplomatic activity inten¬ 
sified with Kim Yong Choi’s appearance 
at the Beijing airport Wednesday. South 
Korea-based Yonhap News cited diplomat¬ 
ic sources as saying Kim Yong Choi was 
on an Air China flight that departed in the 
afternoon, and U.S. officials familiar with 
planning have said he was scheduled to 
meet with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
on Thursday. 

Kim Yong Choi is a former military in¬ 
telligence chief and now a vice chairman 
of the North Korean ruling party’s central 
committee. He will be the highest-level 
North Korean official to travel to the Unit¬ 


ed States since 2000, when late National 
Defense Commission First Vice Chairman 
Jo Myong Rok visited Washington, South 
Korea’s Unification Ministry said. 

Meanwhile, a team of American diplo¬ 
mats is holding preparatory discussions 
with North Korean officials at the DMZ. 
The group first met with its counterparts 
Sunday, and was seen leaving a Seoul hotel 
Tuesday, but it was unclear whether they 
went to Panmunjom, a village that straddles 
the border inside the Demilitarized Zone. 
The U.S. officials are led by Sung Kim, the 
U.S. ambassador to the Philippines, who 


formerly was the U.S. ambassador to Seoul 
and a top negotiator with North Korea in 
past nuclear talks. It includes senior of¬ 
ficials with the National Security Council 
and the Pentagon. 

The White House emphasized that it 
has remained in close contact with South 
Korean and Japanese officials as prepara¬ 
tions for the talks continue. 

The White House said Trump will host 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on 
June 7 to coordinate their thinking ahead 
of the summit. Trump hosted South Kore¬ 
an President Moon Jae-in last week. 


Trump has a lot of options ahead of meeting with Kim 



Korea pool, Yonhap/AP 


Command post facilities of North Korea’s nuclear test site are blown 
up in Pung^e-ri, North Korea, on May 24. 


By Eric Talmadge 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — When President 
Donald Trump and North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un meet in 
Singapore next month, assuming 
they can stay on track long enough 
to make it happen, they will have 
two very different agendas. 

Washington has set the bar 
for the summit 
ANALYSIS extremely high 
— complete, ver¬ 
ifiable, irrevers¬ 
ible denuclearization. Pyongyang, 
meanwhile, has a pretty tall order 
of its own: the complete denucle¬ 
arization of the Korean Peninsu¬ 
la, with the precondition that the 
“hostile policy” of the U.S. toward 
their country must first end. 

For sure, bridging that gap 
will be quite a feat. Both lead¬ 
ers might well opt instead for a 
“shiny object summit,” a meeting 
that is heavier on photo ops and 
TV-friendly sound bites than on 
long-term change. 

But what if they really go for a 
deal? 

Here are few of the possibilities 
they might explore: 

Handing some over 

Reports, albeit speculative and 
anonymously sourced, keep pop¬ 
ping up that Kim may be willing 
to hand over several of his nuclear 
weapons as a sign of sincerity. 

As far as theatrics go, this 
would be hard to top. 

It would be a tangible, dra¬ 
matic move that could happen 
very quickly — factors that would 
certainly appeal to the reality TV 


show side of Trump. It could even 
be big enough to earn him a shot 
at that Nobel Peace Prize he says 
everyone is talking about. 

Outlandish as it sounds, some¬ 
thing like this was what national 
security adviser John Bolton had 
in mind when he suggested the 
Libya model as a good example 
for North Korea to follow. After 
Libya unilaterally decided to give 
up its fledgling nuclear program 
in 2003, planeloads of documents, 
equipment and even centrifuges 
related to the country’s nuclear 
and missile programs were trans¬ 
ported by U.S. military aircraft to 
the Oak Ridge National Labora¬ 
tory in Tennessee. 

But considering the way leader 
Moammar Gadhafi was deposed 
and killed several years later, 
Pyongyang flipped out at Bolton’s 
suggestion, almost dooming the 
summit. Arms control experts 
have also noted that, unlike Libya, 


the North is already a nuclear 
power. So the Libya model really 
doesn’t fit. 

There are other problems, too. 

North Korea is believed to have 
several dozen nuclear weapons, so 
handing over a few—spectacular 
as that would be — wouldn’t real¬ 
ly solve anything unless a further 
agreement was made regarding 
what to do with the rest. 

Cap and freeze 

Kim has already promised to 
stop launching intercontinental 
ballistic missiles and conducting 
nuclear tests. He even made a 
big show of demolishing tunnels 
at Punggye-ri, the North’s only 
known underground testing site. 

That’s a start. 

But North Korea has announced 
similar moratoriums before, only 
to change its mind later. Nothing 
Kim has done so far is either ir¬ 


reversible or particularly costly. 
And the North hasn’t said any¬ 
thing about launching other kinds 
of missiles, a big concern for U.S. 
ally Japan, which hosts numerous 
US. military bases. 

So, short of immediate denucle¬ 
arization, the logical next step 
is for Washington to push for a 
freeze on production not only of 
the bombs themselves but also 
of missiles and the fissile mate¬ 
rial — the plutonium and highly 
enriched uranium — that can be 
used to make more bombs. 

Washington can’t reasonably 
expect all that to happen without 
giving something in return. So 
there will have to be more give- 
and-take, more talking, more ex¬ 
ercises in developing mutual trust 
and probably a lot more problems 
and potential deal-breaking dis¬ 
putes along the way. 

Phasing them out 

The end game here is Trump’s 
goal of total denuclearization, but 
with provisions that give North 


Korea time to comply. 

Nuclear physicist Siegfried 
Hecker and Robert Carlin, two of 
the top experts on North Korea’s 
nuclear program and how to ne¬ 
gotiate with Pyongyang, teamed 
up with another researcher, Elliot 
Serbin, to produce such a plan for 
the Center for International Secu¬ 
rity and Cooperation at Stanford 
University. 

Their road map, released Mon¬ 
day, lays out three phases over a 
total span of 10 years. 

It starts essentially with a cap 
and freeze in the first year, a roll 
back phase of two to- five years 
after that and, finally, the complete 
ehmination or setting of mutually 
acceptable limits on what’s left. 

Along with the steps Kim has 
already announced, the report 
suggests. North Korea should 
“frontload” its efforts to demon¬ 
strate its commitment. 

Ultimately, no matter what de¬ 
tours or bumps lie ahead, they 
believe a phased approach is the 
only realistic path forward. 


Dr. med. Peter v. Seek 

... welcomes you to Wiesbaden! 
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VETERANS _ 

Report says VA has slashed opioid prescriptions 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A government watch¬ 
dog reported Tuesday that the Department 
of Veterans Affairs has slashed its opioid 
prescription rate, concluding that roughly 
267,000 fewer veterans receive opioids in 
2018 than did five years ago. 

The report confirms recent assertions 
from the VA that amid a nationwide opioid 
epidemic in which veterans are dispropor¬ 
tionately affected, its initiatives are produc¬ 
ing positive results. 

The Government Accountability Office 
specifically investigated the VA’s Opioid 
Safety Initiative, created in 2012 to taper the 
amount of pain medication the agency was 
prescribing, identify high-risk veterans, and 
promote the use of complementary and al¬ 
ternative treatments for chronic pain. 

From the end of 2013 to the start of 2018, 


the VA cut its opioid prescription rate by 41 
percent, the GAO found. Now, about 10 per¬ 
cent of VA patients are dispensed opioids. 

The VA said Tuesday that the rate has con¬ 
tinued to decline since the GAO’s investiga¬ 
tion concluded. The agency has cut the opioid 
prescription rate by 44 percent, amounting to 
more than 269,000 fewer veterans receiving 
the drugs, VA Press Secretary Curt Cashour 
wrote in an email. 

“We have been steadily reducing opioid 
prescribing rates, high-dose opioid use, en¬ 
couraging safe prescribing practices and 
encouraging the use of alternatives for pain 
control,” he said. 

According to the national Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, more than 
42,000 people died from an opioid overdose 
in 2016 — five times higher than the number 
of deaths from opioid overdoses logged in 
1999. Veterans, who often experience higher 
levels of chronic pain, are twice as likely to 


die from an accidental overdose compared 
with the rest of the population, according to 
the VA. 

In January, President Donald Trump de¬ 
clared the opioid epidemic a national emer¬ 
gency. In response, former VA Secretary 
David Shulkin announced the VA would 
publicly post its opioid prescription rates for 
each of its hospitals. 

The data include prescription rates in 2018 
and in 2012 — before the Opioid Safety Ini¬ 
tiative was implemented. The hospitals with 
the lowest opioid-dispensing rate this year 
are the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical 
Center in Ohio and the San Juan VA Medical 
Center in Puerto Rico, both of which admin¬ 
istered opioids to 3 percent of their patients. 
The hospital prescribing the most opioids is 
the Roseburg VA Medical Center in Oregon, 
with a rate of 18 percent. 

Despite the VA cutting its prescription 
rates in the past five years, the GAO found 


some problems with the Opioid Safety Initia¬ 
tive. While reviewing a sample of medical 
records for 103 veterans, GAO investigators 
found VA providers didn’t always follow the 
agency’s rules for mitigating risks with opi¬ 
oid prescriptions. 

The GAO attributed the lapses to a lack of 
staff 

Investigators chose five VA medical fa¬ 
cilities to review. Of those five, four lacked 
a “pain champion,” a health care provider 
responsible for making certain other doctors 
adhered to opioid safety strategies. 

The GAO made five recommendations, 
including that VA leadership at every level 
document its work on opioid safety and every 
facility designate a pain champion. If it al¬ 
lows the problems to continue, the VA “will 
continue to face challenges ensuring that its 
providers prescribe opioids in a safe and ef¬ 
fective manner,” the report states. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 


O’Rourke named acting VA secretary ahead of Wilkie confirmation 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Robert Wilk¬ 
ie, who served as acting secretary 
of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for two months and is the 
expected nominee for the full-time 
job, will step down from his tempo¬ 
rary post during his Senate confir¬ 
mation process, the VA announced 
Wednesday. 

VA Chief of Staff Peter O’Rourke 
was chosen to lead the agency in 
the interim. Deputy Secretary 
Thomas Bowman, the second in 
command at the VA who was previ¬ 
ously bypassed for the job of acting 
secretary, will retire effective June 
15. He will continue to serve as a 
“consultant,” the VA said. 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced May 18 that he intended 


to nominate 
Wilkie as VA 
secretary. 
Wilkie, who 
most recently 
worked as un¬ 
dersecretary 
for personnel 
and readi¬ 
ness at the 
Department 
of Defense, 
led the VA 
since March 28, when Trump fired 
former Secretary David Shulkin. 
As of Wednesday, Wilkie had re¬ 
turned to his job at the Defense 
Department. 

In the days following Trump’s 
announcement, some veterans 
groups urged the White House 
to name Bowman as the new act¬ 
ing VA secretary while Wilkie 


underwent vetting to take the job 
permanently. They viewed it as a 
chance for consistent leadership at 
an agency that’s undergone signifi¬ 
cant turnover in recent months. 

VoteVets, a left-leaning veterans 
group, and the Democracy For¬ 
ward Foundation, a nonprofit legal 
organization, threatened legal ac¬ 
tion if Trump appointed someone 
other than Bowman to acting VA 
secretary. 

The groups already had filed a 
lawsuit in April, accusing Trump 
of circumventing federal statutes 
when he picked Wilkie to lead the 
VA temporarily. Federal rules state 
a person cannot serve in an acting 
role for a Senate confirmable posi¬ 
tion unless the person previously 
served as assistant to that office for 
90 days. 

AMVETS sent a letter to Trump 


last week asking that he pick Bow¬ 
man as acting secretary. 

“It is crucial for all veterans rely¬ 
ing on the VA now and in the future 
that the agency continues moving 
forward in the right direction,” 
wrote AMVETS National Com¬ 
mander Marion Polk. “That will, 
of course, require another strong 
leader be appointed to serve as act¬ 
ing secretary until the new secre¬ 
tary is confirmed and sworn in.” 

Bowman has been in a precari¬ 
ous position at the VA for months 
because of infighting that roiled 
the agency and led to Shulkin’s 
dismissal. 

O’Rourke has recently risen 
through the ranks at the VA. He’s 
been with the agency for a little 
more than a year, holding three po¬ 
sitions in that time. 

O’Rourke, a Navy and Air Force 


veteran, was part of Trump’s pres¬ 
idential transition team. He was 
appointed as a special adviser to 
Shulkin in January 2017, then was 
chosen to lead the Office of Ac¬ 
countability and Whistleblower 
Protection when it was created last 
summer. 

In February, O’Rourke was 
tapped to take over as VA chief of 
staff when former Chief of Staff 
Vivieca Wright Simpson suddenly 
retired. 

It’s uncertain how long O’Rourke 
might serve as acting secretary. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, 
Wilkie had not officially been nom¬ 
inated, and the Senate was wait¬ 
ing for paperwork from the White 
House before starting his confir¬ 
mation process. 

wentling.niki<i@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Navy contractor to pay to settle fraud case 


By Spencer S. Hsu 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A m^or 
defense contractor agreed to pay 
$20 million to settle U.S. charges 
that it bilked the Navy in a ship- 
supply contracting scandal at 
ports around the world, the Jus¬ 
tice Department announced. 

The Navy in 2013 suspended 
business with Inchcape Ship¬ 
ping Services, and the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment joined a whistleblower 
fraud suit in November 2015 
after settlement talks broke down 
with the maritime trading firm 
that delivers port services in 66 
countries. 

The lawsuit in District of Co¬ 
lumbia federal court alleged 
Inchcape knowingly overbilled 
the Navy from 2005 to 2014 at 
ports in southwest Asia, Africa 
and North and South America 
when it was providing services 
for food, telephone services, force 
protection and local transporta¬ 
tion. The settlement included no 
acknowledgment of wrongdoing 
by the old-line, Britain-based and 


Dubai-owned company. 

Inchcape at the time of suspen¬ 
sion held Navy contracts valued 
at more than $240 million, mostly 
for supplying ships in the Middle 
East. 

The company’s Britain-based 
spokeswoman did not respond a 
request for comment on the Jus¬ 
tice Department announcement, 
which was released after busi¬ 
ness hours in London. 

The Inchape settlement fol¬ 
lowed the high-profile termina¬ 
tion of Navy business with one of 
its chief competitors in the Pacific, 
Glenn Defense Marine Asia. That 
company held similar contracts 
valued at more than $200 mil¬ 
lion and its chief executive, Leon¬ 
ard Glenn Francis, known as Fat 
Leonard, and several current and 
former naval officers have since 
pleaded guilty in a conspiracy 
to bribe officials with cash, trips 
and prostitutes. Francis agreed to 
forfeit at least $35 million. 

The bribery scandals reached 
high into the officer corps and 
rocked the U.S. Navy, ensnaring 
naval captains and commanders. 


contracting personnel and Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
agents and exposing fraud by 
contractors that had served the 
Navy for decades. 

Navy officials said the two 
cases are unrelated and the prob¬ 
lems surfaced separately. 

“This settlement demonstrates 
that the Department of the Navy 
will continue to hold contractors 
accountable for the agreements 
they make to supply our fleet,” 
Navy Secretary Richard Spencer 
said in a statement Tuesday with 
U.S. Attorney for the District Jes¬ 
sie Liu, NCIS Washington Field 
Office chief Jeremy Gauthier and 
Chad A. Readier, acting head of 
the Justice Department’s civil 
division. 

“Fraud is an abuse of the sys¬ 
tem that siphons resources away 
from the American warfighter,” 
Gauthier said. “NCIS will contin¬ 
ue to work with our law enforce¬ 
ment partners to hold responsible 
those who would put personal 
gain above corporate integrity.” 

The qui tarn lawsuit was 
brought in 2010 under the False 


Claims Act by three former high- 
ranking employees of Inchcape 
— Noah Rudolph, Andrea Ford 
and Lawrence Cosgriff — who 
alleged Inchcape conspired with 
subsidiaries and vendors to gouge 
the Navy whenever and wherever 
possible, triggering a manage¬ 
ment overhaul in 2015. 

Under the law, whistleblowers 
may be joined by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment and earn a share of any re¬ 
covery, in this case $4.4 million, 
plus $1.25 million in attorney 
fees. 

Janet Goldstein, the attorney 
for the whistleblowers, credited 
her clients, federal prosecutors 
and the law for enabling the ac¬ 
cusations to go public. 

“It is an unfortunate reality 
that sometimes government enti¬ 
ties are reluctant to acknowledge 
that they have been defrauded,” 
she said. The False Claim Act 
empowers whistleblowers to file 
lawsuits “that, by law, must be 
investigated and, upon unsealing 
cannot go away ... becoming part 
of the public record.” 


Guardsman’s body found 
2 days after Md. flood 

BALTIMORE — The body of 
the Maryland National Guards¬ 
man who was swept away in 
Ellicott City’s floods Sunday was 
found in the Patapsco River on 
Tuesday, according to Howard 
County Police. 

The body of Sgt. Eddison A. 
Hermond, 39, was found by 
searchers in the Patapsco River 
just across the Baltimore County 
line, Howard County Police post¬ 
ed on Twitter. 

Hermond was washed away in 
floodwaters after trying to rescue 
Kate Bowman, a local shop owner. 
Bowman told The Baltimore Sun. 
Before his body was found Tues¬ 
day, the Severn man was last seen 
Sunday at 5:20 p.m. near La Pa- 
lapa restaurant on Main Street, 
Howard County police said. 

Maryland National Guard Col. 
Charles Kohler said Hermond 
joined the Maryland Army Na¬ 
tional Guard in 2009. He enlist¬ 
ed in the Air Force in 1996 and 
served more than a decade on ac¬ 
tive duty. 

From The Baltimore Sun 
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Mark Humphrey/AP 


President Donald Trump helped Rep. Marsha 
Blackburn, R-Tenn., campaign Tuesday in Nashville. 



Matt York/AP 


Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz. is officially running 
for a Senate seat being vacated by a Republican. 


More women than ever run for 
US Senate, but hurdles remain 


By Thomas Beaumont and Melissa Daniels 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Women running for office are due 
to hit another threshold with a record number of 
candidates for the U.S. Senate, but actually winning 
those seats and changing the face of the chamber 
are a different matter. 

Many of the women jumping into Senate races 
face uphill campaigns. Two female senators, both 
Democrats, could lose their re-election bids, possi¬ 
bly leaving the Senate more male-dominated than 
before. 

In Wisconsin on Wednesday, Democratic Sen. 
Tammy Baldwin and Republican state Sen. Leah 
Vukmir are expected to file for the state’s Senate 
race. That would bring to 42 the number of women 
in the two m^or parties — the most ever — quali¬ 
fied to run for 19 seats in the Senate, according to an 
Associated Press analysis of data collected by the 
Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers 
University and candidate qualifying information re¬ 
leased by states. Today, 23 women are senators. 

“It’s not going to be a huge gain,” said Dianne Bys- 
trom, director of the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for 
Women and Politics at Iowa State University. “But it 
is a body more open to incremental changes.” 

For a body dominated by men for more than two 
centuries, adding female members, or even holding 
the line, can mean maintaining pressure on the Sen¬ 
ate to act on issues important to female voters, such 
as health care and family economic policies. 

A potent force behind the surge in female par¬ 
ticipation is the highly charged #MeToo movement, 
ignited by widespread allegations of sexual miscon¬ 
duct by men in entertainment, politics, journalism 
and other sectors. Mixed in is criticism of President 
Donald Trump’s policies and his alleged conduct to¬ 
ward women. 

“All of these sparks are working in different ways, 
and one of the giant sparks has been the #MeToo 
movement,” said former Sen. Barbara Boxer, D- 
Calif Boxer was among four women elected in 1992, 
which tripled their Senate ranks in part, she said, 
over a backlash by female voters against the confir¬ 
mation of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, 
who had been accused of sexual harassment. 

As impressive as the numbers appear for a cham¬ 
ber that has seated only 52 female members in its 
history, more women will lose their races, too, thanks 
in part to primaries featuring multiple female can¬ 
didates. In 2016, 40 women ran for the Senate. 

In Arizona, odds are a woman will succeed re¬ 
tiring Republican Sen. Jeff Flake. Six women are 
running in the August primaries, setting up a likely 
all-female matchup. 

Arizona Democratic Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, who 
filed her candidate petitions Tuesday, demurred 
when asked about the role gender plays in her can¬ 


didacy. “For me, my public service has never been 
about my gender or really any other characteris¬ 
tic,” Sinema said. In a recent ad Sinema credits her 
single mother for shepherding her family through 
tough times, echoing themes of family security, a 
priority for some female voters. 

Wisconsin’s Baldwin could face Vukmir, who 
faces a completive August primary. 

The biggest hurdle for women running for the 
Senate is the map. Of the 13 Democratic women 
seeking re-election, four are in states Trump car¬ 
ried in 2016 and where he is expected to expected to 
weigh in heavily. 

Seen as most vulnerable are first-term Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp, of North Dakota, a state Trump carried 
by almost 36 percentage points, and second-term 
Sen. Claire McCaskill, of Missouri, where Trump 
won by more than 18 percentage points. At the same 
time, women stand a chance of picking up a seat 
in Nevada, where Democratic Rep. Jacky Rosen is 
challenging Republican Sen. Dean Heller. 

In Tennessee, Republican Rep. Marsha Black¬ 
burn, a Trump devotee whom the president raised 
money for Tuesday in Nashville, faces Democratic 
former Gov. Phil Bredesen for the seat being vacat¬ 
ed by the retiring Republican Bob Corker. 

Limited opportunities for women to make gains 
are nothing new. But the 1992 election helped usher 
in changes championed by Senate women, including 
the Family and Medical Leave Act and the Violence 
Against Women Act. 

Given the challenges to women hoping to increase 
their numbers in the Senate this year, the election 
can be as much about defending policy achieve¬ 
ments, said Kelly Dittmar, of the Center for Ameri¬ 
can Women and Politics at Rutgers. 

“It’s not just about advancing. We need to hold the 
line,” she said. “We need to prevent a backslide on 
these policies.” 

Before such measures took effect, the early cadre 
of women in the Senate began meeting for dinner at 
each other’s homes. The social bonds defied political 
differences by including the then-lone Republican 
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, of Kansas, helping “cre¬ 
ate a community” that the Senate’s women today 
are building upon, said former Sen. Carol Moseley 
Braun, a Democrat who in 1992 was the first black 
woman elected to the Senate. 

In April, the Senate took an incremental but note¬ 
worthy step that reflects the changes — albeit slow- 
moving — that Senate women have achieved. The 
body voted unanimously to allow babies of members 
on the Senate floor, a change inspired by Illinois 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, an Illinois Democrat who 
gave birth to a girl in April. 

“The march toward gender equity in the Senate 
is inexorable,” Braun said. “It’s a matter of attitude, 
and sends the message to young women they can do 
whatever they want or can.” 


Despite Trump, 
Gowdy says FBI 
acted properly 


By Anne Flaherty 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — There is 
no evidence that the FBI plant¬ 
ed a “spy” on President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s 2016 campaign, a 
senior House Republican said 
Wednesday, directly contradict¬ 
ing Trump’s repeated insistence 
that the agency inserted a “spy 
for political reasons and to help 
Crooked Hillary win.” 

Rep. Trey Gowdy, chairman 
of the House Oversight Commit¬ 
tee and a longtime Trump sup¬ 
porter, was briefed last week by 
the Justice Department and FBI 
following reports that investiga¬ 
tors relied on a U.S. government 
informant in its investigation into 
Russian election meddling. 

“I am even more convinced that 
the FBI did exactly what my fel¬ 
low citizens would want them to 
do when they got the information 
they got and that it has nothing to 
do with Donald Trump,” Gowdy, 
a South Carolina Republican, told 
Fox News on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, Gowdy said he 
had “never heard the term ‘spy’ 
used” and did not see evidence of 
that. 

“Informants are used all day, 
every day by law enforcement,” 
he told “CBS This Morning.” 

Gowdy’s comments are partic¬ 
ularly striking because of his role 
as a powerful GOP watchdog who 
took on Democrat Hillary Clinton 
in his committee’s investigation 
into the 2012 attacks on Ameri¬ 


cans in Benghazi, Libya, while 
she was secretary of state. The 
probe unearthed the existence 
of Clinton’s private email server, 
which triggered an FBI inquiry 
and crippled her 2016 presiden¬ 
tial campaign against Trump. 

Gowdy announced in January 
that he would retire from Con¬ 
gress at the end of the current 
term and return to work in the 
justice system. 

Trump has zeroed in on, and 
at times embellished, reports on 
the informant, calling it “spy- 
gate” and tweeting that it was 
“starting to look like one of the 
biggest political scandals in U.S. 
history.” Trump has also rejected 
assertions by the U.S. intelligence 
agencies that the Russian govern¬ 
ment was trying to help him beat 
Clinton. 

Trump’s legal team has asked 
to review classified information 
about the origins of the FBI in¬ 
vestigation to prepare the presi¬ 
dent for an interview with special 
counsel Robert Mueller, who is 
now leading the investigation into 
ties between Trump’s campaign 
and Russia. 

Gowdy did express support for 
Trump’s “frustration” with At¬ 
torney General Jeff Sessions, who 
recused himself in May 2017 from 
the Russia probe based on pos¬ 
sible conflict of interest. Trump 
tweeted out Gowdy’s comments 
on Sessions, but did not reference 
Gowdy’s comments that there 
was no evidence of the FBI plant¬ 
ing a spy on his campaign. 


Alberto triggers mudslides, 
threatens NC dam failure 


Associated Press 

MARION, N.C. — Mudslides 
triggered by the soggy remnants 
of Alberto forced evacuations 
below a dam early Wednesday 
and closed a highway in western 
North Carolina as the center of 
the storm lashed the nation’s mid¬ 
section hundreds of miles away. 

About 2,000 people were evac¬ 
uated after emergency managers 
said the Lake Tahoma dam was 
in danger of “imminent failure.” 
Heavy rain triggered landslides 
at the dam and along Inter¬ 
state 40, which was closed near 
Asheville. 

Just before dawn, McDowell 
County Emergency Management 
deputy director Adrienne Jones 
told The Associated Press the 
dam hadn’t failed, but an engi¬ 
neer was concerned enough after 
an inspection to order the evacua¬ 
tion until the dam could be exam¬ 


ined in daylight. 

Several schools were closed in 
western North Carolina because 
of flooding. 

The center of a depression that 
had been Alberto was about 400 
miles west near Hopkinsville, 
Ky. 

Radar showed rain extended as 
far south as the Gulf Coast, where 
the storm came ashore at the 
Florida Panhandle on Monday, to 
the Great Lakes region. 

Forecasters warned the left¬ 
overs of the Atlantic hurricane 
season’s first named storm were 
still capable of causing treacher¬ 
ous flooding as heavy precipi¬ 
tation spreads deeper into the 
nation’s midsection. Flash flood 
watches and warnings were in 
effect for parts of several states 
from Alabama through Tennes¬ 
see, Kentucky, Illinois, the Caroli- 
nas, Virginia and West Virginia. 
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Embattled Mo. governor resigning office 



Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens reads from a prepared statement as he announces his 
resignation during a news conference Tuesday at the state Capitol in Jefferson City. 


By David A. Lies 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY — On a dreary 
overcast day, Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens 
stood in a light rain near the Governor’s 
Mansion and recounted his grueling train¬ 
ing as a Navy SEAL officer to suggest he 
would never quit fighting allegations of 
sexual misconduct and campaign finance 
violations. 

Less than two weeks later, Greitens an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that he is quitting with 
his mission incomplete. 

“The time has come, though, to tend to 
those who have been wounded and to care 
for those who need us most,” said the Re¬ 
publican governor, his voice cracking while 
his team members struggled to hold back 
tears. “So for the moment, let us walk off 
the battlefield with our heads held high.” 

Greitens’ departure will become official 
at 5 p.m. Friday — marking a stunning po¬ 
litical defeat for the 44-year-old, self-made 
warrior-philosopher who had aspirations 
of someday becoming president. 

For those fellow Republicans who had 
strenuously urged his resignation, Gre¬ 
itens’ exit provides the divided party a 
chance to reunify at the start of a sum¬ 
mer campaign season in which it’s seek¬ 
ing to unseat Democratic U.S. Sen. Claire 
McCaskih. 

Greitens’ resignation also allows him to 
avoid the potentially dubious distinction of 
becoming the first Missouri governor ever 
impeached. A House investigatory com¬ 
mittee had subpoenaed Greitens to testify 
next Monday during a special monthlong 
session focused solely on his potential 
discipline. 

Fellow Republican Lt. Gov. Mike Parson 
— a former state lawmaker and sheriff — 
is to serve the remainder of Greitens’ term. 


which runs until January 2021. 

In addition to the legislative investiga¬ 
tion , Greitens faced a felony charge in St. 
Louis of tampering with computer data for 
disclosing a donor list of The Mission Con¬ 
tinues to his political fundraiser in 2015 
without the permission of the St. Louis- 
based veterans’ charity he founded. 

A special prosecutor from Kansas City 
also is weighing whether to refile a recent¬ 
ly dismissed invasion-of-privacy charge in 
St. Louis alleging that Greitens took and 
transmitted a nonconsensual photo of a 
partially nude woman with whom he ac- 


JuLiE Smith, The Jefferson (Mo.) City News-Tribune/AP 


knowledged having an affair in 2015. 

The St. Louis prosecutor’s office said it 
had reached a “fair and just resolution” on 
criminal charges against Greitens now that 
he’s leaving office, and that more details 
would be made public Wednesday. But the 
special prosecutor from Kansas City said 
Tuesday that her investigation is ongoing. 

Greitens could face other investigations. 
The chairman of the House investigatory 
committee and an attorney representing 
the woman’s ex-husband both have said 
they have shared information with FBI 
agents looking into the governor. 


Fellow military vet 
to succeed Greitens 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri 
Gov. Eric Greitens’ resignation announce¬ 
ment Tuesday will elevate another military 
veteran and conservative Republican to the 
state’s top job, and his experience working 
with legislators could smooth his transition 
to power. 

Mike Parson wiU automatically ascend 
from lieutenant governor to governor on 
Friday when Greitens steps down. 

Parson, 62, spent more than a decade as a 
legislator representing southwest Missouri, 
experience that wiU hkely give him a better 
working relationship with lawmakers than 
Greitens, who was a pohtical novice when 
elected governor in 2016. 

“He’s tried and tested,” Republican Rep. 
Bryan Spencer said of Parson on Tuesday. 
“He has a lot of friends in (Jefferson City), 
and I think that will be beneficial for him to 
get things done.” 

Greitens, a former Navy SEAL and 
Rhodes scholar, came into office criticizing 
“corrupt career politicians.” He repeatedly 
clashed with fellow Republicans on issues 
such as lawmaker pay and his moves to 
create a majority on the State Board of Ed¬ 
ucation that would fire the education com¬ 
missioner — a priority Greitens never fully 
explained. 

Parson served two tours in the Military 
Police, in Germany and Hawaii, for the U.S. 
Army. He later spent 12 years as Polk Coun¬ 
ty sheriff 

He spent another dozen years serving in 
the Missouri Legislature, where he strong¬ 
ly opposed abortion and supported the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association. 


Trump trashes Dems in Tenn. campaign visit 


By Darlene Superville 
AND Ken Thomas 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
accused House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi of being an “MS-13 
lover” and dismissed a Democrat¬ 
ic Senate candidate as a “tool” of 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
a line of attack likely to become 
familiar as he boosts Republican 
congressional candidates ahead 
of midterm elections. 

Trump’s visit to Nashville pro¬ 
moted the Senate candidacy of 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn, who 
was expected to face former Gov. 
Phil Bredesen in the race to re¬ 
place retiring Republican Sen. 
Bob Corker. Besides headlining a 
private fundraiser for Blackburn, 
he used a public rally to urge sup¬ 
porters not to become “compla¬ 
cent” this fall while Democrats 
were “sticking together” to block 
his agenda. 

“We need Marsha in the Senate 
to continue the amazing progress 
and work that we’ve done over the 
last year and a half,” Trump said 
during the rally. “To keep on win¬ 
ning, you have to vote Republican 
in November.” 

The Tennessee campaign is 
among several races expected to 
determine control of the Senate, 


where Republicans are defend¬ 
ing a narrow two-seat majority. 
The president criticized Brede¬ 
sen for being backed by national 
Democrats. 

“He’s a tool of Chuck Schumer 
and of course the MS-13 lover 
Nancy Pelosi,” Trump said. 

Earlier this month, the House 
Democratic leader criticized 
Trump’s rhetoric and policies on 
immigrants after he called mem¬ 
bers of the international gang 
“animals.” 

Trump added that Bredesen 
had donated to Hillary Clinton’s 
presidential campaign in 2016, 
saying, “Phil Bredesen supported 
her and he supported her ideas.” 

Trump plans a series of po¬ 
litical rallies and events to brand 
Democrats as obstructionists. He 
said his supporters can’t sit back 
and relax this fall after working 
to elect him in 2016. “That’s the 
worst thing that can happen,” he 
said. 

“In November, we will reverse 
a trend,” Trump added, alluding 
to recent precedent in which the 
party holding the White House 
tends to lose congressional seats. 

He said of Democrats, “They’re 
bad at everything but they’re good 
at sticking together,” and appealed 
for GOP unity in November. 

The president held a similar 
rally in Indiana earlier this month. 


appearing with Republican busi¬ 
nessman Mike Braun and ripping 
Democratic Sen. Joe Donnelly as 
a “swamp person” who refused to 
aid the (JOP agenda. Trump will 
also raise money for GOP candi¬ 
dates in Texas on Thursday. 

Trump is using the campaign 


appearances to mobilize his core 
backers by highlighting his ac¬ 
complishments in office, like im¬ 
proving economic indicators and 
moving the U.S. Embassy in Isra¬ 
el to Jerusalem, and resurrecting 
some of his go-to lines from the 
2016 campaign. 
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Hamas, Israel agree to a cease-fire 


By Fares Akram 

Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Gaza’s Hamas 
rulers said Wednesday they had agreed to a 
cease-fire with Israel to end the largest flare- 
up of violence between the sides since a 2014 
war. 

Khalil al-Hayya, a senior Hamas official, 
said Egyptian mediators intervened “after 
the resistance succeeded in warding off the 
aggression.” He said militant groups in Gaza 
will commit to the cease-fire as long as Israel 
does. 

Israeli Cabinet minister Arieh Deri told 
Israel’s Army Radio that he expected calm to 
be restored. 

“If it will be quiet, we will respond with 
quiet. We’ve given Hamas a chance to prove 
that we can return to routine... If they release 
the reins there will be a very painful strike,” 
he said. “There is a good chance that the rou¬ 
tine will be restored after the blow the army 


unleashed on them.” 

The Israeli military struck dozens of mili¬ 
tant sites in Gaza overnight as rocket fire con¬ 
tinued toward southern Israeli communities 
into early Wednesday morning, setting off air 
raid sirens in the area throughout the night. 

The military said it hit drone storage facili¬ 
ties, military compounds and rocket and mu¬ 
nition workshops across the Gaza Strip. The 
overnight Hamas rocket fire reached the city 
of Netivot for the first time since the 2014 war. 
A home was struck, but no one was wounded. 

With neither side interested in a full-blown 
conflict, a tense calm appeared to be holding 
Wednesday as Israeli children went to school 
in the morning. 

The border area has been tense in recent 
weeks as Palestinians have held mass protests 
aimed at lifting an Israeli-Egyptian blockade 
imposed after Hamas seized power in 2007. 

Israeli fire has killed more than 110 Pales¬ 
tinians, most of them during the Hamas-led 
protests, which climaxed on May 14. 


Israel and Hamas are bitter enemies and 
have fought three wars since the Islamic mili¬ 
tant group seized control of Gaza in 2007. 

The last war, in 2014, was especially dev¬ 
astating, with more than 2,000 Palestinians 
killed, including hundreds of civilians, and 
widespread damage inflicted on Gaza’s infra¬ 
structure in 50 days of fighting. Seventy-two 
people were killed on the Israeli side. 

After Gaza militants fired some 30 mor¬ 
tars shells early Tuesday, Israel responded 
fiercely, threatening to set off another round 
of confrontations. 

The Israeli military said most of the pro¬ 
jectiles fired Tuesday were intercepted, but 
three soldiers were wounded. One mortar 
shell landed in a kindergarten shortly before 
it opened, wounding one person. 

Brig. Gen. Ronen Manelis, the chief mili¬ 
tary spokesman, threatened tougher action 
and said it was up to Hamas to prevent the 
situation from escalating. 


Prosecutors: Belgium shooting was terrorist act 



Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP 


Police officers prepare to lay flowers Wednesday at a memorial in 
Liege, Belgium, where a gunman killed three people, including two 
police officers, Tuesday. 


By Lorne Cook 
AND Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — The man who 
killed three people during a knife 
and shooting rampage through the 
Belgian city of Liege carried out 
an act of “terrorist murder,” pros¬ 
ecutors said Wednesday as au¬ 
thorities tried to establish whether 
he acted alone. 

Benjamin Herman, an inmate 
released on a two-day prison fur¬ 
lough, attacked two female police 
officers with a knife from behind, 
stabbing them repeatedly, before 
stealing their weapons and shoot¬ 
ing them as they lay on the ground, 
officials said. Crossing the road, 
he fired several shots at a 22-year 
old man who was a passenger in 
a car, killing him. Herman then 
took at least one woman hostage 
at a nearby school. When police 
closed in, he ran out onto the side¬ 
walk firing and police fatally shot 
him. Four officers were wounded. 

He yelled “Allahu akbar,” the 
Arabic phrase for God is great, 
several times during Tuesday’s 
rampage, prosecutors said. 

The attack has shaken Belgium 
where police and military have 
been working overtime to guard 


public buildings for two years since 
coordinated suicide attacks on the 
Brussels airport and subway sys¬ 
tem killed 32 people and injured 
hundreds on March 22, 2016. 

Belgian federal magistrate 
Wenke Roggen said Wednesday 


that the attack was considered 
“terrorist murder and attempted 
terrorist murder.” She said it’s 
being treated as terrorism given 
the way Herman acted, which 
she says resembled Islamic State 
calls via video to attack police 


with knives and steal their weap¬ 
ons, the fact that he yelled “Allahu 
Akbar” and that he was in contact 
with radicalized people. 

Prosecutors said Herman has 
had several run-ins with police 
since he was a minor. He has been 
sentenced on assault, drug and in¬ 
subordination charges. 

Earlier, Interior Minister Jan 
Jambon confirmed that Herman 
had killed another person the day 
before the attack. 

“He also committed a murder 
the night before,” Jambon told 
broadcaster RTL. Jambon con¬ 
firmed that the fourth victim was 
a former inmate who did prison 
time with Herman. Herman is al¬ 
leged to have killed the man Mon¬ 
day evening by hitting him over 
the head with a blunt object. 

The police officers have been 
identified as Soraya Belkacemi, 
44, and Lucile Garcia, 54. The 
passenger in the car was named 
as Cyril Vangriecken, 22, who was 
preparing to become a primary 
school teacher. 

Belgian media reports named 
the man killed before Tuesday’s 
rampage as Michael Wilmet. 


Russian reporter’s death faked to entrap plotters 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian journal¬ 
ist Arkady Babchenko turned up 
at a news conference in the Ukrai¬ 
nian capital Wednesday less than 
24 hours after police reported he 
had been shot and killed at his 
Kiev apartment building. The 
country’s security services said 
Babchenko’s death was faked to 
foil a plot to take his life. 

Ukrainian police said Tuesday 
that Babchenko, a strong critic of 
the Kremlin, was shot multiple 
times in the back Tuesday and 
found bleeding there by his wife. 
Authorities said they suspected he 


was killed because of his work. 

Vasyl Gritsak, head of the Ukrai¬ 
nian Security Service, announced 
at a news conference Wednesday 
that the security agency and the 
police had solved Babchenko’s 
slaying. He then startled every¬ 
one there by inviting the 41-year- 
old reporter into the room. 

To the applause and gasps of the 
press, Babchenko took the floor 
and apologized to the friends and 
family who mourned for him and 
were unaware of the plan. 

“I’m still alive,” he said. 

Before ushering Babchenko 
into the room, Gritsak said inves¬ 
tigators had identified a Ukraini¬ 


an citizen who had been recruited 
and paid $40,000 by the Russian 
security service to organize and 
carry out the killing. The un¬ 
identified Ukrainian man in turn 
hired an acquaintance to be the 
gunman. 

The man allegedly paid to orga¬ 
nize Banchenko’s killing was de¬ 
tained Wednesday, Gritsak said, 
showing a video of the arrest. 

Babchenko fled the country in 
February 2017 after receiving 
death threats. He spoke and wrote 
about leaving the country because 
of the threats against him and his 
family. He said his home address 
was published online and the 


threats he received were made by 
phone, email and social media. 

Ilya Ponomarev, a former Rus¬ 
sian lawmaker who also moved 
to Ukraine, said Wednesday 
that Babchenko continued being 
threatened after he settled last 
fall in Kiev, where he worked as 
a host for the Crimean Tatar TV 
station. Babchenko did not take 
the intimidation too seriously, ac¬ 
cording to Ponomarev. 

Moscow’s annexation of 
Crimea and support for separat¬ 
ist insurgents in eastern Ukraine 
were topics on which the journal¬ 
ist was scathingly critical of the 
Kremlin. 


Police: 10 beheaded in 
attack in Mozambique 

JOHANNESBURG — Police in 
Mozambique said 10 people have 
been beheaded in the country’s 
north amid concerns that the 
machete-wielding attackers have 
links to Islamic extremism. 

The Portuguese news agen¬ 
cy Lusa cited police as saying 
Sunday’s attack occurred near 
the rural community of Olumbi 
and that the suspects are being 
pursued. The dead include two 
teenagers. 

The Lusa report said that po¬ 
lice say evidence shows the at¬ 
tackers are with the same group 
that killed police officers in Mo- 
cimboa da Praia in October. No 
details were given. 

Macedonia: New country 
name would be voted on 

SKOPJE, Macedonia — Mace¬ 
donia’s prime minister said any 
new name for his country that 
is agreed on with neighboring 
Greece will be put to a referen¬ 
dum to be held later this year. 

Speaking at a news conference 
marking one year since he took 
office, Zoran Zaev said Wednes¬ 
day that Skopje and Athens have 
never been closer to reaching 
an agreement over Macedonia’s 
name, which has been the subject 
of a decadeslong dispute. 

Macedonia’s government has 
committed to modifying the re¬ 
public’s name to address Greek 
concerns that the current one 
implies territorial claims on the 
northern Greek province of the 
same name. In return, Athens 
has promised to lift its objections 
to Macedonia’s NATO and Euro¬ 
pean Union membership. 

Dutch prosecutors ask 
judge to outlaw gang 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — 
Dutch prosecutors asked a judge 
to ban the Hells Angels motorcy¬ 
cle gang in the Netherlands, argu¬ 
ing that its members are part of “a 
subculture of lawlessness.” 

An earlier attempt to outlaw a 
local branch of the Hells Angels 
was rejected by Dutch courts, in¬ 
cluding by the country’s Supreme 
Court in 2009. 

On Wednesday, prosecutors 
said they handed to a court a dos¬ 
sier including hundreds of pages 
outlining the Hells Angels’ activi¬ 
ties. They said in a statement that 
the gang’s members are involved 
in crimes such as extortion and 
intimidation. 

Polish police hold man 
wanted in US for fraud 

WARSAW, Poland — Poland’s 
police say they have arrested a 
Nigerian man who is wanted in 
the United States for alleged cy¬ 
berfraud and extortion done over 
the internet totaling an estimated 
$7 million. 

The Police Central Bureau of 
Investigation said in a communi¬ 
que Wednesday that the 27-year- 
old Nigerian was tracked down in 
the southwestern city of Wroclaw 
as a result of cooperation with the 
FBI and Interpol. 

The man is suspected of bank¬ 
ing fraud, extortion and theft of 
online banking access data. 

He remains under arrest pend¬ 
ing extradition to the U.S.. 

From The Associated Press 















Thursday, May 31,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 13 





STARS^S TRIPES 
BUY A ?r1ntI>er; 


Unique images of entertainer^^trvicemeffw 



Your choice of amazing images from the past and present, 
now available as high-quality photo print, framed or unframed. 
Great for commemorating an occasion or as a gift for that 
special member of the military community. 

Taken by Stars and Stripes photographers, these one-of-a-kind 
images are easy to order — and available from no other source. 

To order, visit Archive Photo of the Day or the other galleries on 
Stripes.com and click on the BUY A PRINT link. 

Then choose the size and type of print you want with the 
confidence that our online ordering process is secure. 

All proceeds go to fund Stars and Stripes' mission of providing reliable, 
credible news to our U.S. military. 



























Page 14 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 31,2018 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Bailey, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Harry Eley, Europe Business Operations 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 

reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor tor Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor tor Presentation 

moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor tor Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavic, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 
cacchioli.ioseph@stripes.com 
(+1)(202)761.0908; DSN (312)763.0908 
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 


Mideast 

Robert Reismann, reismann.robert@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9150; DSN (314)583.9150 

Europe 

Van Rowell, rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111; DSN (314)583.9111 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900; 

529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 
20045-1301 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 

Additional contacts 

stripes.com/contactus 

OMBUDSMAN 

Tobias Naegele 

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow 
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the 
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s 
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns 
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage 
for fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The 
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, and can 
be contacted by email at naegele.tobias@stripes.com, or 
by phone at 202.761.0900. 


Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week¬ 
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday 
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals 
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, 
APO AP 96301-5002. 

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of 
Defense for members of the military services overseas. 
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, 
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspaper, 
Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official chan¬ 
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote 
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense 
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron. 

© Stars an(i Stripes 2018 

stripes com 


OPINION _ 

How McConnell is winning the long game 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
ranklin Roosevelt, afflicted by the 
disease at age 39, died in April 1945 
at the polio recuperation facility 
he had created in Warm Springs, 
Ga. Before then, Mitch McConnell living 
in Five Points, Ala., began going there for 
treatment for the polio that struck him at 
age 2, in 1944. 

After paralysis by polio, an inner iron 
undergirded the ebullience of FDR, who 
hitherto had relied on privilege and charm. 
McConnell, who had none of the former and 
is parsimonious with the latter, acquired 
while overcoming polio the patience and 
grit that on June 12 will make him the lon¬ 
gest-serving leader of Senate Republicans, 
surpassing Bob Dole. 

Since McConnell and his mother, return¬ 
ing from two years of intermittent treat¬ 
ments in Warm Springs, bought his first 
pair of walking shoes, he has played “the 
long game,” which is the title of his 2016 
memoir. In his 33 Senate years, he has be¬ 
come a mqjor figure in the history of two 
of the government’s three branches — the 
legislative and now the judicial as he over¬ 
sees the reshaping of federal courts. 

If McConnell’s low emotional metabo¬ 
lism allowed him to become agitated, he 
would do so about complaints — mostly 
from people inattentive to events or unin¬ 
formed about possibilities — that Republi¬ 
can control of the two political branches is 
not producing results. McConnell says: 

The largest tax reduction in 31 years 
has contributed to the best economy in 18 
years. Defense spending is up, many Dodd- 
Frank banking rules and the Obamacare 


individual mandate have been repealed. 
Drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, blocked for 38 years, has been 
approved, as has a reconfigured National 
Labor Relations Board, a source of much 
Obama administration mischief The Con¬ 
gressional Review Act, under which Con¬ 
gress can disapprove many regulations 
issued by federal agencies, has been used 
19 times since it was enacted in 1996 — 18 
of them in this Congress. 

This, says McConnell, constitutes the 
best 18 months of center-right governance 
in his Senate career, which began when 
Ronald Reagan’s second term did. There 
also are the judges. 

Some conservative warriors in the 
bleachers — people inordinately proud 
of their muscular spectatorship — deny 
McConnell’s toughness. Bruised Demo¬ 
crats know better. By preventing a vote on 
President Barack Obama’s nomination of 
Merrick Garland — invoking a rule first 
suggested by Democratic Sens. Joe Biden 
and Chuck Schumer: Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices should not be confirmed in presi¬ 
dential election years — McConnell kept 
open the seat of Antonin Scalia, who died 
in February 2016. The election produced a 
president unburdened by jurisprudential 
convictions but deferential to the Federalist 
Society and other conservatives who think 
about such things. Furthermore, the White 
House counsel’s office, which oversees ju¬ 
dicial nominations, is an island of profes¬ 
sionalism attached to a seedy carnival. 

To reshape the circuit courts of appeal 
(of 179 authorized positions, 21 have been 
filled in 18 months, and there are 14 cur¬ 
rent or announced vacancies), McConnell 
ended requiring a superm^ority to stop 
filibusters of Supreme Court nominees. 


Filibusters had always been possible but 
were never practiced. Not even, McCon¬ 
nell notes, during the ferocious fight over 
the nomination of now-Justice Clarence 
Thomas. This nomination went to the Sen¬ 
ate floor without the Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee’s recommendation and barely passed 
(52-48), but was not filibustered. 

To prevent Republicans from recipro¬ 
cating with filibusters against Obama’s 
packing-by-enlargement of the nation’s sec¬ 
ond-most important court, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, Democrats 
changed Senate rules to bar filibusters of 
judicial nominees other than those for the 
Supreme Court. McConnell removed that 
pointless exemption to make possible the 
confirmation of Neil Gorsuch. 

McConnell is amenable to ending fili¬ 
busters of nominations to executive and 
judicial positions (the Senate, he says, is 
“in the personnel business”). But without 
filibusters of legislation, he says, the nation 
might have socialized medicine, guaran¬ 
teed government jobs, card-check work¬ 
place unionization, a ban on right-to-work 
laws, and other afflictions. He notes that 
since popular election of senators began 
in 1914, Republicans have never had more 
than 60 senators. And in the last 100 years. 
Democrats have simultaneously held the 
presidency, the House and the Senate for 
34 years. Republicans for only 20. 

Almost 30 years after the end of his 
presidency, Reagan still shapes events be¬ 
cause of his nomination of Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, who often has been 20 percent 
of a court majority. Three decades from 
now, McConnell will be shaping the nation 
through judges who today are in their 40s, 
some of whom might be destined to be Gor- 
such’s colleagues. This is the long game. 



Ivanka’s China trademarks don’t look good 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
f course. I’m jealous of Ivanka 
Trump — because any criticism 
of another woman has to be jeal¬ 
ousy, according to the letters I 
shall receive. In the following order, I want 
her wardrobe, hair, makeup, private trans¬ 
portation and height (5’11”) — and all of 
her trademarks in China. 

Confession accomplished, let’s move on 
to emoluments, as in the constitutional 
clause forbidding gifts, titles or what-have- 
you from foreign nations to officeholders 
or appointees within the executive and leg¬ 
islative branches of government. 

President Donald Trump’s elder daugh¬ 
ter, Ivanka, who happens to be his close 
adviser on economic empowerment and 
entrepreneurship, among other things, 
also has secured 13 new trademarks in 
China — right about the same time her fa¬ 
ther discovered a fresh passion for China’s 
economic well-being. 

That’s right, “Make China Great Again,” 
no American president has ever said. But 
recently. Trump apparently was knocked 
off his golf cart on the road to the 9th hole 
and had a revelation: He must save ZTE! 

ZTE, as you may know, is a gargantuan 
Chinese telecommunications equipment 
and systems company that, heretofore, had 
been considered ground zero for crimes 
against the United States. It has sold prod¬ 
ucts to Iran and North Korea in defiance of 
U.S. sanctions law. 

You see the dots: tariff tensions with 
China, the off-again-on-again summit with 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un. It’s compli¬ 
cated, if you’re not in the art-of-the-deal 
business. If you are, this is all part of a 
Trumpian vision for which he began lay- 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


Computer screens show the Ivanka 
Trump logo, right, and the website of the 
Chinese Trademark Office in Beijing. 

ing the groundwork in April 2017. 

You’ll recall with appropriate layers 
of gauziness Trump’s most-pleasant din¬ 
ner with Chinese President Xi Jinping at 
Mar-a-Lago. The two ate dessert while 
Syria burned, thanks to Tomahawk strikes 
Trump had just ordered. It must be a 
special sort of something for a man like 
Trump to savor what he later called the 
“most beautiful piece of chocolate cake 
that you’ve ever seen” and privately relish 
the knowledge that your missiles are deliv¬ 
ering a fiery hell upon a cruel enemy. 

Sitting on either side of Xi were Ivanka 
and her husband, Jared Kushner, whose 
young children sang for their guest — in 
Mandarin. Apparently, the family dogs and 
ponies were otherwise occupied. Although 
Xi gamely said he understood Trump’s de¬ 
cision to bomb Syria given Bashar Assad’s 
gassing of children, one wonders what he 
later thought about being placed on the 
stage of Trump’s strange little theater. 

To be clear, Ivanka Trump no longer 
manages her company, which she placed in 
a family-run trust while she serves in the 


White House. But she still enjoys profits 
and “Ivanka Trump” is expanding during 
what amounts to a worldwide advertising 
campaign — at taxpayer expense. 

Delayed gratification, hardship though 
it may be for a Trump, seems hardly a de¬ 
fensible exemption from the emoluments 
clause, which reads: “No Person holding 
any Office of Profit or Trust under them 
[the United States], shall, without the Con¬ 
sent of the Congress, accept of any pres¬ 
ent, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any 
kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or 
foreign State.” An emolument is defined by 
Merriam-Webster as “the returns arising 
from office or employment usually in the 
form of compensation or perquisites.” 

This seems clear enough. Congress is 
having none of it. Both Republicans and 
Democrats have expressed varying de¬ 
grees of outrage, notably Sens. Mark War¬ 
ner, D-Va., and Marco Rubio, R-Fla. But 
others, who represent the GOP base, would 
give Ivanka a fiefdom, if that would make 
her and her daddy happy. Indeed, Ivanka’s 
company has acquired or has trademarks 
pending in Saudi Arabia, Mexico, India, 
Israel, Turkey and the Philippines. 

Whatever is going on, it doesn’t look or 
smell good. Either you’re the president’s 
daughter, confidante and adviser — or 
you’re a businesswoman building an inter¬ 
national brand. You can’t — or shouldn’t 
— be both at the same time. 

Few in Washington ever doubted that 
Trump’s run for president was a joy ride 
to buff his brand and image. When he won, 
shocking everyone and himself. Trump 
must have seen his bloodline’s branding 
future. Even he must have been surprised, 
however, at how easily his people accepted 
the oligarchy he was creating. As brands 
go, the United States of Trump wasn’t bad. 
Not bad at all. 
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OPINION/OMBUDSMAN _ 

Behind Trump’s zig-zag course to Singapore 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
re you on the road or in the 
ditch?” That’s the ques¬ 
tion labor reporters used 
to ask about big contract 
negotiations back when I covered the 
United Steelworkers union 40 years ago in 
Pittsburgh — and it’s the right one to pose 
now as President Donald Trump zigs and 
zags toward a summit with Kim Jong Un. 

Trump and Kim appear to be firmly 
back on the road to a June 12 meeting in 
Singapore after a near-death experience 
last week. Trump sent his coy breakup 
letter last Thursday (“very much looking 
forward” to seeing Kim but hurt by his 
“tremendous anger”). North Korea wafted 
back a flattering appeal to reconsider (“We 
have inwardly highly appreciated Presi¬ 
dent Trump”). Result: Summit back on. 

Trump’s temperamental swings along 
the way are familiar to anyone who has 
covered labor talks (maybe real estate 
negotiations are the same way, too). Over 
the past year, we’ve seen the full reper¬ 
toire of bombastic bargaining: threatened 
walkouts, llth-hour reversals, oscillating 
taunts and flattery, and unbridgeable gaps 
that mysteriously get bridged. 

A volatile negotiating style is sometimes 
a sign of an inexperienced or uncertain 
bargainer, notes the chief negotiator for one 
of America’s m^or unions. He explains in 
an interview that changing priorities and 
inconsistency are “inevitably taken as lack 
of commitment to the process and a sign of 
weakness” by negotiators and mediators. 
But it’s Trump’s approach, and however bi¬ 
zarre the route, he’s nearing a diplomatic 


breakthrough. 

Through it all. Trump has kept return¬ 
ing to his baseline: He wants a deal, but he 
isn’t willing to alter his demand for denu¬ 
clearization. North Korea made a series of 
concessions, including releasing hostages, 
without any reciprocal US. easing of sanc¬ 
tions. “We’re controlling the pace,” insists 
one key US. official. And, for now, this ap¬ 
proach seems to be working. 

What comes next? What are the fixed 
“red lines” for each side and where’s the 
wiggle room? How will an initial frame¬ 
work agreement be translated into specific 
commitments, and how will these be moni¬ 
tored? How will North Korea be rewarded 
for its compliance, in removal of sanctions 
and foreign investment? I couldn’t get clear 
answers from US. or South Korean offi¬ 
cials, maybe because there aren’t any yet. 

The summit seems to have two framing 
ideas, which are likely to be at the heart of 
any final communique. North Korea will 
commit to “complete denuclearization.” 
The US. will pledge to help transform 
North Korea into a modern, prosperous 
nation. Trump has conceded that denucle¬ 
arization won’t happen instantly. As he put 
it last Wednesday: “I’d like to have it done 
immediately. But, you know, physically, a 
phase-in may be a little bit necessary.” 

Phasing is necessary partly because 
the denuclearization process could take 
a decade, according to a report released 
Monday by Stanford University. But the 
US. official cautions against assuming 
this “phasing” will follow “the old play- 
book” — the “synchronicity” and “freeze 
for freeze” ideas that animated previous 
deals with North Korea that failed. “We 
will know what reciprocated good faith 
looks like when we see it,” said that official. 


stressing Trump’s desire that the US. not 
be tricked again by North Korea’s prom¬ 
ises, as it was in the past. 

US. officials indicate it’s too early to talk 
about easing sanctions or rewarding North 
Korean behavior. The trust isn’t there yet. 

The Trump-Kim dynamic has devel¬ 
oped enough momentum over the past 
year to survive last week’s shock. From his 
first day in office. Trump has seen North 
Korea as his biggest test, and he hungers 
for the deal that escaped his predeces¬ 
sors. This desire (the inner voice chanting 
“Nobel Prize!”) leaves Trump vulnerable 
to compromise, but with his breakup letter, 
he’s shown that he can walk away from the 
table if the terms aren’t right. 

For Kim, the momentum is embedded in 


the process of modernization and change 
he began outlining in 2013, two years after 
becoming leader. His images of a modern 
nation were shaped by his teenage years as 
a student in Switzerland; clearly, this idea 
of transformation remains powerful for 
him. Building nuclear weapons was part of 
the vision; but he told the Korean Workers’ 
Party in April that it was now time to focus 
“all efforts” on economic development. 

Will Kim really give up the bargaining 
chip that brought him to the door of a meet¬ 
ing with an American president? It sounds 
unlikely. But that’s the Singapore bargain, 
and if it can’t be reached, well, one thing 
you learn covering labor negotiations is 
that although strikes can bring harm to 
both sides, they happen if talks collapse. 



For Stripes, making news makes a difference 


By Tobias Naegele 
Stars and Stripes Ombudsman 

T here are more news sources today 
than ever before. Even in a niche 
market like military news, you 
can choose from among dozens of 
sources, ranging from national news net¬ 
works like ABC, Fox or NPR to long-es¬ 
tablished military specialists like Military, 
com, MilitaryTimes.com and Stripes.com. 

Just about every mainstream news orga¬ 
nization includes some coverage of military 
interest. But only a relative few produce 
substantive original military journalism 
themselves. Doing so is one of Stars and 
Stripes’ unique market advantages. With 
Stripes’ more than two dozen reporters in 
more than a dozen locations, most of which 
are on military bases, no other news orga¬ 
nization can match its reporting resources 
or access to the military. 

Military Times once boasted just as 
many, but now only about half that number. 
Military.com has even fewer. 

Yet Stripes’ reporting advantage does 
not translate into readership. It lags far 
behind Military.com, the category leader 
with more than 4 million unique visitors 
a month — about four times more than 
Stripes.com. 

Both draw from much of the same pool 
of content. Stripes relies heavily on The 
Associated Press, though its AP content is 
not indexed for Google search. It also re¬ 
cycles a large volume of Washington Post 
and articles distributed by the Tribune 
News Service, which pulls content from 
numerous daily newspapers. 

Military.com, which also draws on AP 
content, also aggregates content from non- 
traditional sources. Such as TaskandPur- 
pose.com, a 4-year-old military lifestyle 


startup that publishes “authentic and un¬ 
filtered perspectives on military and vet¬ 
erans issues” and which gets more traffic 
than Stripes.com. 

Military.com also gets content from ... 
Stars and Stripes. 

To compete in this mixed-up world. 
Stripes needs to do a better job defining 
what it is and what kind of journalism it 
practices. It needs to make news by iden¬ 
tifying the issues and concerns affecting 
military people today, both overseas and 
stateside, and casting a clear spotlight 
on the problems and injustices affecting 
them and those nearby. It needs to focus 
on what’s important to military members, 
their families and military civilian work¬ 
ers, first, and then veterans and retirees 
second. 

Sometimes it does that really well. A few 
recent examples: 

■ Stripes reporter Dianna Cahn’s April 
9 report, “Foreign-born recruits, promised 
fast track to citizenship, stuck in ‘mindless 
bureaucracy,”’ documented how Army 
policy effectively trapped skilled recruits 
under the restrictive rules imposed dur¬ 
ing basic training and advanced individual 
training for a year or more at a time. Two 
weeks later, the Army loosened its restric¬ 
tions, as Cahn reported April 26. 

■ Stripes reporter Will Morris’ April 23 
article exposed how Chinese-made cell¬ 
phones were being sold to servicemembers 
on overseas military bases — even though 
US. intelligence officials had warned the 
American public to avoid those phones 
months earlier because of security risks. 
Morris’ first article caught the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service by surprise; 
a week later, a May 2 follow-up reported 
all three exchange services announced 
they had banned sales of those phones 


worldwide. 

■ Stripes reporter Jennifer Svan’s re¬ 
ported May 29 on how the decision to 
change the employment status of non-ap- 
propriated fund employees at Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany cut take-home pay 
and raised taxes for many such employees. 
It’s unlikely that article will change the sit¬ 
uation on that base — but by shining a light 
on the situation, it may affect plans to ex¬ 
pand that approach to other installations. 

Other important stories in recent weeks 
included stories on United Airlines’ contro¬ 
versial decision to stop transporting some 
cats and dogs overseas, which might have 
forced families to leave pets behind or pay 
thousands to get them home. That article 
prompted defense officials to later say they 
were working with the airlines to find a so¬ 
lution. Another item exposed a wrinkle in 
the new tax law, which eliminates deduc¬ 
tions for moving expenses and as a result 
could cost government civilians thousands 
of dollars when transferring overseas or 
returning stateside. 

Here’s betting that won’t stand once law¬ 
makers understand the problem — which 
is the point, after all. 

Good journalism shines a light on bad 
policies. It exposes unfairness. It rattles 
the cage and draws attention to problems 
that need to be fixed. Regurgitating what 
happened at a hearing or press conference 
or event isn’t very difficult. Before long, 
computers will do that automatically. They 
can already auto-generate news about 
stock market closings and sports scores. 
What computers can’t do, however, is dig 
up news that makes a difference, that af¬ 
fects people’s lives, their children and 
spouses, their wallets and their security. 

Morris’ article on the Chinese phones 
came about because he asked questions 


others hadn’t imagined. After learning 
that intelligence officials had warned 
smartphones made by China’s Huawei and 
ZTE posed a security risk, Morris won¬ 
dered if those phones were sold at military 
exchanges. When he checked, Morris was 
surprised to find his hunch confirmed and 
the phones on display. “I went into the 
store to make sure it wasn’t just sitting in 
the window — you have to check that stuff 
out,” Morris said, ever the careful report¬ 
er. “I confirmed they were sold and were 
popular.” 

Within days of his article appearing, 
Morris was back in the stores, checking to 
see if anything had changed. Once again, 
his hunch was on target: The phones were 
gone. A few phone calls later, he’d con¬ 
firmed that the phones had been pulled not 
only from that store, but from all military 
exchanges worldwide. That’s making a 
difference. 

“You know, military people are busy. 
They come over here, they want to buy a 
cellphone, they want it to be inexpensive, 
and they want it to work,” Morris said. 
“They would expect that the phone they 
bought at the PX is safe. They don’t need to 
be up until 1 a.m. researching this stuff” 
Morris figures that’s his job. 

Getting policy right — making sure 
rules are fair, people are cared for, the 
right thing gets done — is the job of policy 
makers and bureaucrats. Most of the time, 
they’re on their own. But when something 
goes wrong, it’s good to have a watchdog 
reporter and a newspaper around to focus 
attention on the problem — and to stir in¬ 
terest and action in getting that fixed. 

Tell me what you think — write to me at naegele. 
tobiasigstripes.com. 







Page 16 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 31,2018 


NATION 





Pets 

allowed 

NY building domestic 
violence shelter that 
will include animals 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 


^When life happens and it conies at you really hard, 
having a pet really does help, f 

Hope Dawson 

domestic violence victim 


NEW YORK — From easy-to-clean 
floors to a grooming room to a color palette 
toned for dog and cat eyes, a building ris¬ 
ing in New York is clearly a place for pets. 

But it’s not an animal hospital or a doggy 
daycare. Rather, it’s what organizers say is 
the nation’s first domestic violence shelter 
custom-built for victims to keep their pets 
in their apartments. 

Expected to open in October and house 
up to 100 people, it builds on a growing ros¬ 
ter of shelters that accommodate animals 
so their owners won’t hesitate to leave abu¬ 
sive homes. Organizers say it’s the first 
specifically designed for every apartment 
to house people with pets. 

“By doing so from the ground up, with 
not only humans in mind but pets in mind, 
it’s going to allow for a fuller recovery for 
pets and the entire family,” said Dr. Kurt 
Venator, chief veterinary officer of Nestle 
Purina PetCare Co., which is contributing 
supplies and expertise to the $20 million 
project. 

The Urban Resource Institute, a shelter 
operator, is running the facility, financed 
through private donations and some gov¬ 
ernment support. 

Studies have documented links between 
domestic violence and animal cruelty and 
have noted some victims’ reluctance to 
leave without their pets. Some fear their 
abusers will retaliate by harming the 
animals. 

The number of pet-friendly domestic vi¬ 
olence shelters nationwide has grown from 
four in 2008 to dozens in recent years. But 
about 97 percent of shelters still don’t ac¬ 
cept pets, according to Urban Resource 
Institute CEO Nathaniel Fields. Some of 
them do help arrange foster care. 

URI has opened 52 pet-friendly apart¬ 
ments around New York City in the last 
four years but still got about 350 more re¬ 
quests than it could fulfill. 

Advocates for pet-friendly shelters have 
faced questions about whether accommo¬ 
dating animals siphons focus and resourc¬ 
es from abused people, or how people who 
fear for their lives can think about their 
pets. 

But for many victims. Fields said, “it’s 
not an either-or.” 

Hope Dawson adopted her dog. Coco, to 
cheer up her two children after they awoke 
to sounds of thrown objects crashing and 
then saw police lead her boyfriend away 
from their Houston home in December 
2015. She soon decided to move to New 
York to get away from him. 

She had savings and a housing voucher 
but couldn’t find an apartment and eventu- 


A pet Chihuahua plays outside in a dog run at the first pet-friendly domestic violence shelter in New York in 2014. The group 
that runs that facility, the Urban Resource Institute, and Purina are planning a domestic violence shelter custom-designed to 
accommodate people and their pets. It will also be in New York City. 


ally moved with her kids into a no-pets shel¬ 
ter. An agency agreed to board Coco for 30 
days; after that, the family would have to 
consider giving her up. Dawson still gets 
emotional thinking what that would have 
been like for kids who had already been 
through a lot. 

“The way she just looks and interacts 
with us and makes us feel so comforted and 
cared for, that was something that would 
not be able to be replaced, and we needed it 
so much,” said Dawson, 32. “When she was 
reunited with us, it really did bring that 
light back into our situation.” 

URI’s facilities have welcomed 118 ani¬ 
mals in four years — cats, dogs, turtles, 
birds, fish, a guinea pig and a bearded 
dragon. 

The new seven-story, 30-apartment shel¬ 
ter will have a shared pet-grooming room 
and a secluded dog park, so residents fear¬ 
ful of abusers finding them don’t have to 
leave to walk dogs. 

Windows won’t open wide enough for 
cats to get out, but there may be shelves so 
felines can look outside. Flooring won’t be 
too slippery or too sticky for paws. Paint 
won’t be bright white, as some manmade 
white materials may appear fluorescent to 
cats and dogs, Venator said. 

Dawson, meanwhile, moved her family 
into its own apartment after six months in 
shelter. She’s working as a ride-hailing ser¬ 
vice driver, her kids are in middle school, 
and Coco is doing well. 

“When life happens and it comes at you 
really hard, having a pet really does help,” 
she said. 


Kerstin Vom Hagen, Urban Resource Institute/AP 

Photos, above and below, show renderings for the first domestic violence shelter built 
to accommodate pets. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ H m The amount raised in two hours by a South Caroiina boy soiling iemonade to heip his sick baby brother. An- 

AK drew Emery, 9, wanted to help his parents pay for the medical bills for his infant brother, Dylan, who suffers 
M B from Krabbe disease, a rare and often deadly neurological condition. On Saturday, Emery spent two hours 

" at a used truck dealership. Southern Wheels, in Greenwood, selling lemonade and #TeamDylan T-shirts. 

He raised $5,860 to be added to $1,300 raised at a Friday benefit concert and $5,600 from a GoFundMe 
site for his brother, currently in a Pittsburgh hospital. Andrew told The Index-Journal of Greenwood that he wants to buy his baby 
brother a teddy bear along with paying his medical bills. 




Rest for the weary 


James Gordy, 13, from Princess Anne, Md., rests after completing the written spelling test during the second round of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in Oxon Hill, Md., on Tuesday. 


Man in wheelchair with 
knife injures officers 

PI WINTER HAVEN 
r L — Authorities said two 
Florida police officers were in¬ 
jured by a knife-wielding man in 
a wheelchair. 

WFLA reported that Emmanu¬ 
el Ruiz Mejia, 29, is charged with 
cutting two Winter Haven police 
officers who responded to a dis¬ 
turbance at a bar Friday. 

Police said they removed a 
swordlike knife strapped to the 
back of Mejia’s wheelchair, but 
Mejia refused to show officers 
both of his hands. 

Police said Mejia produced a 
large knife when an officer pulled 
out a stun gun. One officer was 
cut when they tackled Mejia, try¬ 
ing to get the knife. 

Police said the stun gun was 
used on Mejia, who then picked 
the knife up and threw it at the 
other officer. Neither officer was 
seriously injured. 

Man climbs into, out of 
Dunkin' Donuts window 

Hyi A METHUEN—A man 
was apprehended for 
climbing into the drive-thru win¬ 
dow of a Massachusetts Dunkin’ 
Donuts, then promptly climbing 
back out. 

Police said they responded 
to a security alarm at a shop in 
Methuen on Sunday morning and 
saw video surveillance footage 
showing a man in a vest pushing 
the drive-thru window open and 
climbing into the business. He 
turned and left by way of the win¬ 
dow immediately. 

Officials arrested the man Sun¬ 
day evening but did not identify 
him. 

Woman pregnant with 
her daughter's twins 

IWIO LOUIS—A south- 

1*1 ern Illinois woman is 
set to give birth to her own grand¬ 
children because her daughter is 
unable to get pregnant. 

Micaela Johnson was diag¬ 
nosed with a rare form of cervi¬ 
cal cancer in 2015. The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch reported that she 
and her husband froze their em¬ 
bryos before Johnson underwent 
treatment that left her infertile. 

Johnson, 26, wanted to expand 
her family after being cancer- 
free for two years. She asked her 
mother, Sheila Gump, 43, to carry 
her children. 

Gump is expected to give birth 
to her daughter’s twins — one boy 
and one girl — in July. 

27 rabbits discovered 
dumped by train station 

lyW RONKONKOMA — 
I* ■ Suffolk County officials 
are offering a $3,500 reward for 
information leading to the person 
or people responsible for dump¬ 
ing 27 rabbits by a Long Island 
train station. 

The Suffolk County Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani¬ 
mals said it was notified Sunday 
that a number of domestic rab¬ 
bits were in the vicinity of the 
Ronkonkoma train station. 

The SPCA and other animal 
welfare groups captured the bun¬ 


nies, which don’t have the skills to 
live in the wild on their own. 

Woman, 69, fights 
off would-be robber 

ly I BAYONNE — Authori- 
ties said a 69-year-old 
woman fought off a man who 
tried to rob her in front of her 
home over the weekend. 

NJ.com reported that Bayonne 
police said the woman was stand¬ 
ing outside about 7 p.m. Sunday 
when the man crossed the street 
and demanded her purse. 

Pohce said the woman refused, 
and the man tried to take the purse 
“by forcibly pulling on the strap.” 
The woman then kicked the would- 
be robber multiple times. 

Police said the man fell to the 
ground, then ran off without the 
victim’s purse. No arrests or inju¬ 
ries were reported. 

Man ‘fooling around' on 
escalator falls to death 

m PROVIDENCE — A man 
who was apparently “fool¬ 


ing around” and riding an escala¬ 
tor rail lost his balance and fell to 
his death at a Rhode Island mall. 

Providence police Chief Hugh 
Clements told WPRO-AM the 
victim fell one floor, from the es¬ 
calator at the movie theater level 
to the food court, at the Provi¬ 
dence Place Mall just before 11 
p.m. Monday. 

Clements said the man lost his 
balance, fell backward and hit 
his head on a table. He suffered 
“massive injuries” and was pro¬ 
nounced dead at the hospital. 

The victim was a 45-year-old 
Pawtucket man. His name was 
not immediately released. 

Bitter biter: Lemon 
shark nips fisherman 

PI PONCE INLET — A 
r L good deed has not gone 
unpunished in Florida, where a 
man practicing catch-and-release 
fishing was nipped in the foot by 
a shark. 

The lemon shark apparently 
still felt sour despite having been 
released back into the Atlantic 
Ocean. In a Daytona Beach News- 


Journal report, Volusia County 
Beach Safety and Ocean Rescue 
Capt. Tamara Malphurs said the 
shark was unharmed after being 
reeled in, but “was very unhappy 
about being caught.” 

The captain said the 52-year- 
old Mount Dora man was fishing 
in Ponce Inlet on Sunday when he 
caught the 3-foot shark. She didn’t 
identify the fisherman, who suf¬ 
fered minor injuries and was not 
hospitalized. 

Sculpture of WWI dog 
honors service animals 

MIDDLETOWN — A 
I new monument in Con¬ 
necticut honors service animals 
with a statue of one of the nation’s 
most famous war dogs. 

The sculpture, “Stubby Salutes,” 
was unveiled Saturday in Veterans 
Memorial Park in Middletown. 

Stubby was a Boston-terrier 
mix that traveled to Europe with 
a Connecticut unit during World 
War 1. He became famous for 
warning soldiers of incoming gas 
attacks and locating wounded sol¬ 
diers on the battlefield, staying 


with them until help arrived. 

His story was the subject of 
a m^or animated movie last 
month, “Sgt. Stubby: An Ameri¬ 
can Hero.” 

The bronze sculpture, created 
by artist Susan Bahary, is the 
culmination of a three-decade ef¬ 
fort to create a memorial, spear¬ 
headed by the family of Robert 
Conroy, the army corporal who 
adopted Stubby during training. 

Small bear roaming 
neighborhood is killed 

O D GRESHAM — Police 
killed a small bear that 
was roaming near an apartment 
complex in Gresham. 

Gresham police told KOIN-TV 
there were reports of a bear last 
week. Another report indicated 
the animal had moved further 
into town. 

It was killed the next day. 

Police said they had no choice 
because the bear was in a resi¬ 
dential area. 

The bear’s body was trans¬ 
ferred to Oregon State Police. 
From wire reports 
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'Roseanne' reboot gets the boot 

cirlo offont’ 


ABC praised for quick response 
to racist tweet by hit show's star 



Richard Shotwell, Invision/AP 


Roseanne Barr is shown during a press tour television panel in 
January. ABC canceled its highly successful reboot of “Roseanne” 
on Tuesday after a racist tweet from Barr. 


By Chris Barton, Nardine 
Saad and Meg James 
Los Angeles Times 

In 2018, the question in both 
comedy and social media has 
been: How far is too far? 

At 11:45 Monday night, Rose¬ 
anne Barr, and the hundreds of 
people employed by ABC’s reboot 
of “Roseanne,” found out. 

Replying to a tweet about a 
WikiLeaks report claiming that 
the CIA spied on French presi¬ 
dential candidates during the 
Obama administration, Barr, al¬ 
most as an aside, referred to for¬ 
mer Obama aide Valerie Jarrett 
as the offspring of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the “Planet of 
the Apes” film franchise. 

Within hours, “Roseanne,” a 
revival of the beloved program 
that had unexpectedly become 
the most successful new TV se¬ 
ries in years, had been canceled. 
The announcement, from Chan- 
ning Dungey, president of ABC 
Entertainment, was breathtaking 
in its force and brevity. 

“Roseanne’s Twitter statement 
is abhorrent, repugnant and in¬ 
consistent with our values, and 
we have decided to cancel her 
show.” 

And that’s all she wrote. 

For weeks, ABC had been wres¬ 
tling with Barr’s volatile pres¬ 
ences on social media; this was 
not the first outburst on Twitter 
to draw negative attention to the 
star and her show. 

But this time, the racism of the 
statement was too bold to ignore. 
As outrage erupted, Barr deleted 
the tweet and subsequently apolo¬ 
gized for what she called “a bad 
joke about [Jarrett’s] politics and 
her looks.” But the damage had 
been done. 

By early Tuesday morning, 
Wanda Sykes, Barr’s longtime 


friend and fellow comic, had an¬ 
nounced she would not be return¬ 
ing to “Roseanne” after acting 
as a consulting producer on the 
rebooted series. Costar Sara Gil¬ 
bert, who had been the driving 
force behind the show’s resurrec¬ 
tion, quickly denounced the tweet 
as “abhorrent,” and less than an 
hour later, Dungey issued her 
statement. 

“There was only one thing to 
do here, and that was the right 
thing,” Disney Chief Executive 
Bob Iger said in a tweet respond¬ 
ing to the decision. 

Though self-administered, it 
was a huge blow to ABC, which 
only two weeks ago had been 
touting the broad appeal of the 
show and its star during a presen¬ 
tation to advertisers in New York. 
At the time, “Roseanne” looked 
like it might finish the season as 
television’s No. 1 show — a feat 
ABC hadn’t achieved in 24 years. 
(In the end, CBS’ “Big Bang 
Theory” won the top spot with an 
average of 18.8 million viewers to 
“Roseanne’s” 17.9 million.) 

The Burbank, Calif-based en¬ 
tertainment giant has a reputa¬ 
tion for placing a premium on 
diversity, in its workforce as well 
as on the shows and movies it 
makes for big and small screens. 
After Barr’s tweet, top leaders of 
ABC and its corporate parent Dis¬ 
ney came together; Dungey and 
Disney/ABC Television Group 
President Ben Sherwood were 
adamant that Disney had to fire 
its top-rated star, according to an 
insider familiar with the situation 
but not authorized to publicly dis¬ 
cuss it. Iger immediately agreed. 

The network was praised for its 
swift response. “Roseanne Barr’s 
comments were appalling and 
reminiscent of a horrific time in 
our history when racism was not 
only acceptable but promoted by 


Hollywood,” wrote NAACP Pres¬ 
ident and CEO Derrick Johnson 
in a statement released Tuesday. 
“We applaud ABC for taking a 
stand against racism by cancel¬ 
ing ‘Roseanne’ today.” 

Throughout Tuesday, the dom¬ 
inoes continued to fall. After the 
cancellation was announced. 


Barr was dropped by her repre¬ 
sentatives, ICM Partners. “We 
are all greatly distressed by the 
disgraceful and unacceptable 
tweet from Roseanne Barr this 
morning,” the agency said. “What 
she wrote is antithetical to our 
core values, both as individuals 
and as an agency.” 


The maker of Ambien said 
Wednesday that “racism is not 
a known side effect" after Rose¬ 
anne Barr cited the insomnia 
drug in explaining the tweet that 
led ABC to cancel her show. 

Hours after ABC pulled the 
plug on “Roseanne” because of 
her offensive tweet about former 
Obama adviser Valerie Jarrett — 
and quickly breaking a promise to 
stay off Twitter — the comedian 
was busy posting on the social 
media platform. 

Barr tweeted that what she 
did was unforgiveable and urged 
supporters not to defend her. She 
said of the Jarrett tweet, “It was 2 
in the morning and I was ambien 
tweeting." 

The drug maker Sanofi took to 
social media to say that “while 
all pharmaceutical treatments 
have side effects, racism is not a 
known side effect of any Sanofi 
medication." 

Barr later tweeted that she 
has had odd experiences while 
taking the drug late at night. “I 
blame myself, not Ambien,” she 
tweeted. 

President Donald Trump 
weighed in Wednesday on Twit¬ 
ter. He noted that Bob Iger, chief 
executive of ABC parent Walt Dis¬ 
ney Co., called Jarrett to tell her 
that ABC did not tolerate Barr’s 
comments. 

“Gee, he never called President 
Donald J. Trump to apologize for 
the HORRIBLE statements made 
and said about me on ABC,” 
Trump wrote. “Maybe I just didn’t 
get the call?" 

From The Associated Press 


The latest season of “Rose¬ 
anne” has been removed from the 
network’s website and its press 
portal. Viacom announced it was 
pulling the show from syndica¬ 
tion on TV Land, CMT, the Para¬ 
mount network and Hulu. 

By Tuesday afternoon, it was as 
if the new version of “Roseanne” 
had never existed. 


‘Walking Dead’ star rumored to be walking away next season 


From wire services 

Rick Grimes is giving up the hunt. 

Andrew Lincoln will reportedly walk 
away from “The Walking Dead” during 
the upcoming season, according to enter¬ 
tainment website Collider.com. 

The 44-year-old actor has starred as the 
zombie-hunting patriarch for all eight sea¬ 
sons of the hit AMC show, but will report¬ 
edly appear in just six episodes of the ninth 
season. 

The last season ended with Grimes final¬ 
ly battling Negan (Jeffrey Dean Morgan); 
given the chance to finally end the threat. 
Grimes let Negan live because that’s what 
Carl would have wanted. 

“The Walking Dead” will see massive 
upheaval next season, as co-star Lauren 
Cohan will appear in only six episodes 
after her ABC pilot, “Whiskey Cavalier,” 
was picked up to series, and original star 
Chandler Riggs will depart. Angela Kang 
will also take over for longtime showrun- 


ner Scott M. Gimple. 

The show returns in the fall. 

Jury: David Copperfield 
not liable for tourist’s injuries 

Illusionist David Copperfield was found 
negligent but not financially responsible 
for a British tourist’s injuries during a sig¬ 
nature vanishing act that used participants 
from the audience of a Las Vegas Strip 
show in 2013, a jury said Tuesday. 

Gavin Cox and his wife, Minh-Hahn Cox, 
alleged negligence by the multimillionaire 
magician, the MGM Grand hotel, two Cop¬ 
perfield business entities and a construc¬ 
tion firm that was renovating the hotel. 

In a complex verdict reached after sev¬ 
eral weeks of testimony but only about two 
hours of deliberation, the state civil court 
jury found negligence by Copperfield, the 
hotel and Copperfield’s company. Back- 
stage Disappearing Inc. 


But jurors found no liability for each of 
those named in the lawsuit, and instead 
found Cox 100 percent responsible for his 
own injuries. The verdict means the Coxes 
cannot seek monetary damages, court 
spokeswoman Mary Ann Price said. 

Gavin Cox testified that he suffered 
brain and other injuries in a fall while 
stagehands urged him and others to run 
during an illusion that appeared to make 
as many as 13 audience volunteers disap¬ 
pear onstage and reappear moments later. 

Other news 

■ The Broadway League announced 
Tuesday that the 2017-2018 season was 
the most-attended and highest-grossing 
season in its 88-year history. The season, 
which ended May 27, included 33 produc¬ 
tions that collectively sold 13.27 million 
tickets, a 2.9 percent increase from the 
2016-2017 season. Gross earnings grew 
17.1 percent from last year, amounting to 


about $1.7 billion. The Broadway League, 
a trade organization, boasted that the pro¬ 
ductions’ collective attendance surpassed 
the combined tickets sold for m^or New 
York and New Jersey professional sports 
teams during that period by 3.5 million. 

■ “Ugly Betty” actress America Fer- 
rera wrote on Instagram on Tuesday that 
she and husband Ryan Piers Williams 
were welcoming “Sebastian Piers Wil¬ 
liams — aka Baz!” Ferrera, 34, added that 
mom, dad and baby are “happy, healthy 
and totally in love.” It’s the first child for 
the couple, who married in 2011. 

■ Blake Painter, an Oregon fisherman 
featured on the television series “The 
Deadliest Catch,” has died. He was 38. 
Clatsop County Sheriff Tom Bergin said 
Tuesday Painter had been found in his As¬ 
toria home May 25. Bergin said a cause of 
death would not be released until a toxicol¬ 
ogy report had been completed, but there 
was no apparent evidence of foul play. 










Thursday, May 31,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 19 


SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 










































































Page 20 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 31,2018 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Italian chaos revives concerns of enro crisis 


The euro might survive an Italian exit, but 
it would ^^put Italy, the euro area economy 
and the European Union in deep distress.” 

Peterson Institute for International Economics blog post 


By David McHugh 

Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany — It¬ 
aly’s political turmoil has sent a 
wave of concern through the 19- 
nation eurozone that the country 
could be heading toward a new 
financial crisis — and even, in 
the worst case, out of the euro 
currency. 

One big reason for the worry 
is that the firewalls the eurozone 
built to prevent a rerun of its 2010- 
12 debt crisis largely depend on 
countries being willing to go along 
with the currency bloc’s financial 
rules. 

That’s the last thing Italy’s pop¬ 
ulist parties say they want to do. 

Bond markets shuddered Tues¬ 
day, sending the yield on Italy’s 
two-year bonds sharply higher 
— a sign investors think the bonds 
have suddenly become riskier 
investments. The two-year yield 
more than doubled, from under 1 
percent to 2.2 percent. 

That’s a huge jump for one day, 
and brought back bad memories of 
2011, when skyrocketing govern¬ 
ment borrowing costs threatened 
to break up the euro and helped 
drive then-Premier Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni from office. 

That crisis was calmed in large 
part by the European Central 
Bank and the now famous promise 


by its president, Mario Draghi, to 
do “whatever it takes” to save the 
euro. In practical terms, the bank 
in 2012 proposed to step in and 
support countries facing extreme 
borrowing costs by buying their 
government bonds. 

The ECB, however, reminded 
everyone Tuesday that such help 
would come with strings attached, 
like controls on government 
spending. 

“The rules are very clear on 
this,” the ECB’s vice president, 
Vitor Constancio, said in an in¬ 
terview published online Tuesday 
by Der Spiegel magazine. “Italy 
knows the rules. They should per¬ 
haps take another close look at 
them.” 

Spending controls imposed by 
the European Union are the kind 
of external oversight that Italy’s 
populist politicians have criticized 
and that prompted political rebel¬ 
lion in bailed-out Greece. 

Italy’s populist5-Star Movement 
and the anti-immigration League 
have criticized European Union 
restrictions on annual govern¬ 


ment borrowing and on the overall 
size of a country’s debt pile. Italy 
has the heaviest debt load in the 
eurozone outside Greece, worth 
132 percent of annual economic 
output. 

The 5-Star and League have 
proposed tax cuts and spending 
plans, like a basic guaranteed in¬ 
come for the poor, that would risk 
breaching those rules. 

That means that avoiding a 
new euro crisis largely hinges 
on the hope that Italy’s populist 
politicians don’t mean what they 
say and won’t engage in budget- 
busting spending if they win a 
new election, expected as soon as 
September. 

For sure, the eurozone is in a 
much better place than it was in 
2010-12, making it more resistant 
to financial trouble. 

Deficits are lower, economic 
growth is stronger, and more peo¬ 
ple have jobs. Borrowing costs for 
Italy, as for other eurozone coun¬ 
tries, are so low that it would take 
a much more drastic increase to 
endanger the Italian government’s 


Hyundai to update Ala. plant, build another 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Hyundai plans to in¬ 
vest more than $350 million to build a plant in Ala¬ 
bama and update an existing one there, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The automotive manufacturer with headquarters 
in Seoul, South Korea, said it plans to invest $388 
million to construct the 260,000-square-foot engine 
head manufacturing plant, as well as enhance its as¬ 


sembly plant in Montgomery, news outlets reported. 

The investment is the company’s biggest in the 
plant since it opened in 2005. The new facility is 
scheduled to be operational by mid-2019. 

The company is investing in new manufacturing 
technologies at the plant, Hyundai Motor Manufac¬ 
turing Alabama President and CEO Dong Ryeol Choi 
said. The money will support operations for making 
new models of Sonata and Elantra sedans. 


ability to borrow and repay its 
bonds as they come due. 

The yield on Italy’s 10-year bond 
rose by about 0.4 percentage point 
to 3.1 percent. While that’s a four- 
year high, it’s still well below the 
7 percent rate that precipitated 
Italy’s crisis in 2011. 

Yet a 5 Star-League government 
might double down on anti-euro 
rhetoric and make the next Italian 
election a referendum on the euro. 
If they win and carry through on 
policies that worsen Italy’s debt, 
investors might take fright and 
demand much higher rates to lend 
to the country. 

In any case, Italy now faces 
weeks or months of uncertainty 
under a stopgap government. Ef¬ 
forts to form a government col¬ 
lapsed Sunday after President 
Sergio Mattarella rejected a nom¬ 
inee for economy minister, Paolo 
Savona, who in the past had en¬ 
tertained a “Plan B” to leave the 
euro. 

Analysts at the Peterson Insti¬ 
tute for International Economics 
said in a blog post that “none of 
the powerful stabilization instru¬ 
ments that the euro area has de¬ 
veloped over the years could be 
deployed to rescue Italy.” 

Access to the eurozone bail¬ 
out fund, the European Stability 
Mechanism, would be conditional 
on restrained spending, the op- 


MARKET WATCH 


May 29, 2018 


Dow Jones -391.64 
industrials 24,361.45 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,396.59 


posite of what the populist parties 
have promised. Unless such a gov¬ 
ernment was to change course, “it 
would be forced to exit the euro, 
even if this is not the plan.” 

The authors said an Italian exit 
from the euro is still not likely, in 
part because so much Italian debt 
is held by Italians. That means 
any default would hit the govern¬ 
ment’s constituents as hard as for¬ 
eign investors. 

The euro might survive an Ital¬ 
ian exit, but it would “put Italy, the 
euro area economy and the Euro¬ 
pean Union in deep distress,” the 
authors said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (May 31). 

Dollar buys (May 31). 

British pound (May 31). 

Japanese yen (May 31). 

South Korean won (May 31). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1930 

..€0.8382 

.$1.36 

.106.00 

.1,053.00 

.0.3776 

British pound. 

.$1.3296 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

.1.2932 

.6.4195 

Denmark (Krone). 

Eavnt fPounril_ 

. 6.4086 

.17.9195 

Euro.$1.1616/0.8609 

Mono Kona (Dollar!.7.8465 

Hungai> kFoiinti. 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

. 275.48 

. 3.5783 

.108.81 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

. 0.3023 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.2142 

.52.60 

.372 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7509 

.1.3413 

.... 1,081.78 

. 0.9881 

32 07 


Turkey (New Lira).4.5019 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are Interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Standard & -31.47 

Poor’s 500 2,689.86 


Russell 

2000 



1,623.65 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



THURSDAY IN EUROPE ■ FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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TH05T DOLFUms IN 
THAT "BUJL PL^NtT" 
SHOW UKD PtWtCT 
LIVES. 


OR. NOT. IT WON’T 
T\KE LONG TO NOTICE 
THEY WEWt COVERED 
VflTH SCNR.S. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



n 

BUT \'\J& foOTTN 
\ AsPN^vT, VX'h N\CE 

I west 

fVtt MJ_TVVfe& 

\MvPA.CT REPB^E- 


WE mrg. Q£L^T^9 M£ 
FROM i/0T£R ROLL^ 

S£CAU$£ 1 &UPP0A£PLY 
R£&IAT£R£P AT A gUMM 

OF P1FF£.R£MT APPR£.$&£.& 
UMPFR SIMILAR tJAM£$. 

...&0 1 ^P£fJT ALL PAY 
TRACKm POWM LFROY 
gRAOM. LAMARR 30YP, 
LA-KEY&PA BARfJCe, 
LAI/FRT 3ALLARP AMP i 

LALO mTANAMTC. _ 

-a 

/ WHAT TU£... rU£H Am'^ 

\^9IMILAR AIAME9.' J 

im/ 

VthAT'P what LA3££3 BASHIR 

SAIP WH£M WF. TRACKFP 
POWM HIM AMP L££LA BAMS. 
'~ll mr^' &£MS£ A 




W£’R£ ALL MARCWMS TO TH£ 
&TAT£ BOILPIMS 0MC£ W£ 
PIMP LALAMIRA BABAMGIPA. 


DOWN 

1 USO patrons 

2 Hubbub 

3 “Into the Woods” 
composer 

4 Soup legume 

5 Right angle 

6 Latin 101 word 

7 Use a divining 
rod 

8 Trains, buses, 
etc. 

9 Hawkeyes’ home 

10 Ancient Dead 
Sea land 

11 Sandwich shop 

16 Charged bit 

20 City area, 
for short 


21 JFK guesses 

22 Drive- 

window 

23 Snip 

27 Leg, in slang 

29 Throw overboard 

30 “Garfield” dog 

31 Cold War initials 
33 Perils 

35 Zero-star review 
38 Baseball’s 
Ripken 

40 Sends in, as 
payment 

43 Jaunty chapeau 

45 Coffee vessel 

46 Quite 
enthusiastic 

47 Border on 

48 Glitz partner 

49 Not all 
53 Crib 

54— whim 
55 Eggy quaff 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 




we take motile orderfi, 
Vut if you’re a<itually infiide 
tke We prefer tkat 
you epeak to ug.. ^ 

WflUJiMT® 

eiZARBjSTlJPIOi 

Js<;eLook,dom/ BizarroComldg. 


ACROSS 

1 Ozone, for one 
4 Pencil filler 
8 Even 

12 Altar vow 

13 Ticklish Muppet 

14 Went on 
horseback 

15 Daughter’s 
husband 

17MP’s quarry 

18 Speck 

19 Wave of 
destruction 

21 Like some 
cuisine 

24 Hosp. sections 

25 Commonest 
English word 

26 Schlep 
28 Delicate 

ornament 
32 Desertlike 
34 Light touch 

36 Turner and 
Danson 

37 Poison — 

39 Scratch the 

surface 

41 Frank McCourt 
memoir 

42 Apprehend 
44 Like “it” 

46 Groups of geese 

50 X-ray’s cousin 

51 Competent 

52 Castaway 
Crusoe 

56— gum 
(thickener) 

57 Send forth 

5-31 CRYPTOQUIP 

IPKEJOKUEN PBQQNOR 

ABPYLEROM QPIJ E DEPWESK 

YNIULSKW DSK QIP LEPMNV 

EKV JIKOV: YLOEA QPSNNR. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU’RE A MASSEUR 
WHO ASKS TO BE PAID UPFRONT, WHAT DO YOU 
DO? TAKE THE MONEY AND RUB. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 






SELLER BEWARE 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Apartment Unfurn 856 


Travel 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


Visit Stripes.cor 
for details. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 


However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


ClassifiedsI 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Thursday, May 31,2018 



Explore STARSOSTRIPES. 


new feature section: Vietnam at 50. 


With contributions from the men and women who were there, as well as voices from experts and our readers, 
we take a look back at the Vietnam War and the cultural changes that surrounded it. How the war was prosecuted, 
how it changed our military and foreign policy thinking, and how America viewed itself then and now. It’s a 
radically new design for Stars and Stripes, and one you can help shape by sharing your thoughts and voices. 


Visit online for more content and video—or to share your memories: stripes.com/vietnam50 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Selected the 
contract of LHP Jeff Beliveau from Co¬ 
lumbus (IL). Optioned RHP Adam Plutko 
to Columbus (IL). Sent RF Brandon Guyer 
on a rehab assignment to Columbus. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Placed C Brian 
McCann on the 10-day DL. Selected the 
contract of C Tim Federowicz from Fres¬ 
no (PCD. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Sent RHP Ervin 
Santana on a rehab assignment to Fort 
Myers (FSL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES Sent RHP Adam 
Warren on a rehab assignment to Tren¬ 
ton (EL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent RHP Yonny 
Chirinos on a rehab assignment to Dur¬ 
ham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Activated RHP Ri¬ 
cardo Rodriguez from 60-day DL and op¬ 
tioned him to Round Rock (PCL). Desig¬ 
nated OF Eliezer ,varez for assignment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Snt SS Aled- 
mys Diaz on a rehab assignment to New 
Hampshire (EL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Sent RHP 
Shelby Miller on a rehab assignment to 
Visalia (CAL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Activiated RHP 
Anibal Sanchez from 10-day DL. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Lucas Sims to Gwinnett (IL). 
Returned LHP Max Fried to Gwinnett. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Sent IB Efren Na¬ 
varro outright to Iowa (PCL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Recalled from 
RHP Jesus Reyes from Pensacola (SL). 
Optioned RHP Tanner Rainey to Louis¬ 
ville (IL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled 
INF/OF Breyvic Valera from Oklahoma 
City (PCL). Optioned RHP Brock Stewart 
to Oklahoma City. 

NEW YORKS METS - Placed RHP Noah 
Syndergaard on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to May 26. Optioned LHP P.J. Conlon 
to Las Vegas (PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Sent SS 
J.P. Crawford on a rehab assignment to 
Clearwater (FSL). 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned LHP 
Tyler Webb to El Paso (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Sent RHP 
Derek Law on a rehab assignment to 
Sacramento (PCL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

PHiLADELPHiA 76ERS - Extended the 
contract coach Brett Brown through the 
2021-22 season. 

FOOTBALL 

Nationai Footbaii League 

iNDiANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed CB 
Channing Stribling. Placed S Michael 
Cirino on the waived-inj'ured list. 

HOCKEY 

Nationai Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed C Antoine 
Morand to a three-year entry-level con- 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Signed D 
Trevor Carrick to a one-year contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Announced the addition of Cin¬ 
cinnati for next season. 

TENNIS 

International Tennis Federation 

iTF — Banned Ukraine’s Dmytro 
Badanov for life and fined him $100,000 
by an independent hearing officer after 
being found guilty of tennis match fix¬ 
ing. 

COLLEGE 

AUBURN - Announced C Austin Wiley 
and Gs Bryce Brown and Jared Harper 
withdrew from the NBA Draft. 

BUFFALO — Agreed to terms with 
women’s basketball coach Felisha 
Legette-Jack on a five-year contract 
through the 2023 season. 

CALIFORNIA - Named Mike Teti men’s 
rowing coach following the conclusion of 
the 2017-18 season. 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN - Announced G 
Tookie Brown withdrew from the NBA 
Draft. 

IOWA — Announced junior G Isaiah 
Moss withdrew from the NBA Draft. 

KENTUCKY — Dismissed Junior S Mar¬ 
cus Walker following his arrest on charg¬ 
es of trafficking cocaine and marijuana. 

MUHLENBERG - Announced the re¬ 
tirement of women’s soccer coach Leslie 
Benintend-Kiernan. 

NORTHWESTERN - Announced the 
addition of graduate transfer P Jake Col¬ 
lins to the football program. 

SYRACUSE — Announced graduate 
OL Koda Martin transferred to the team 
from Texas A&M. 

TENNESSEE - Named Bryan Lentz 
video coordinator/director of player de¬ 
velopment for men’s basketball. Junior 
G Admiral Schofield withdrew from the 
NBA Draft. 

UCLA — Announced sophomore G Kris 
Wilkes withdrew from the NBA Draft. 


College softball ■ College baseball 




At ASA Hall of Fame Stadium 
Oklahoma City 

Double Elimination; x-if necessary 
Thursday, May 31 

Game 1 — Oregon (52-8) vs. Arizona 
State (48-11) 

Game 2 — Oklahoma (55-3) vs. Wash¬ 
ington (49-8) 

Game 3 — Florida (55-9) vs. Georgia 
(48-11) 

Game 4 - UCLA (56-5) vs. Florida State 
(52-11) 

Friday, June 1 

Game 5 — Game 1 winner v; 
winner 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner v; 
winner 

Saturday, June 2 
Game 7 — Game 1 loser vs 

Game 8 — Game 3 loser vs 

Game 9 — Game 6 loser vs 
winner 

Game 10 — Game 5 loser vs. Game 8 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 11 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

Game 12 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

x-Game 13 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 

x-Game 14 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 
10 loser 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, June 4: Teams TBD 
Tuesday, June 5: Teams TBD 
x-Wednesday, June 6: Teams TBD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 8 3 1 25 26 16 

Columbus 7 3 4 25 18 10 

New York City FC 7 3 3 24 26 19 

New York 7 3 1 22 26 12 

Orlando City 6 5 1 19 22 20 

New England 5 4 3 18 21 18 

Philadefphia 4 5 3 15 12 15 

Chicago 4 6 2 14 17 21 

Toronto FC 3 7 1 10 14 20 

Montreal 3 10 0 9 14 29 

D.C. United 2 5 3 9 14 18 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 7 2 4 25 24 13 

Los Angeles FC 6 3 3 21 24 19 

Portland 6 3 2 20 19 17 

FC Dallas 5 1 5 20 17 11 

Houston 5 3 3 18 26 18 

Vancouver 4 5 5 17 19 27 

LA Galaxy 5 6 1 16 16 19 

Minnesota United 5 7 1 16 16 22 

Real Salt Lake 5 6 1 16 15 25 

San Jose 2 7 3 9 18 23 

Seattle 2 6 2 8 7 12 

Colorado 2 7 2 8 13 20 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, May 25 

FC Dallas 1, Toronto FC 0 
Houston 3, New York City FC 1 
LA Galaxy 1, San Jose 0 

Saturday, May 26 
Real Salt Lake 1, Seattle 0 
New England 3, Vancouver 3, tie 
Philadelphia 0, New York 0, tie 
Chicago 2, Orlando City 1 
Minnesota United 2, Montreal 0 
Portland 3, Colorado 2 
D.C. United 1, Los Angeles FC 1, tie 
Sunday, May 27 

Columbus 0, Sporting Kansas City 0, tie 
Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta United FC at New England 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Houston at Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy 

Friday’s game 
Vancouver at Colorado 

Saturday’s games 
LA Galaxy at Portland 
Houston at Montreal 
New York at New England 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Philadelphia at Atlanta United FC 
Toronto FC at Columbus 
Los Angeles FC at FC Dallas 
San Jose at Chicago 
Seattle at Real Salt Lake 
Sunday’s game 

Minnesota United at Sporting Kansas City 


NWSL 


NCAA Division I Regionais 

Doubie Elimination; x-if necessary 
At Chapei Hiii, N.C. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 - N.C. A&T (32-23) at North 
Carolina (38-18) 

Game 2 — Purdue (37-19) vs. Houston 
(36-23) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Raieigh, N.C. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Auburn (39-21) vs. North¬ 
eastern (36-19) 

Game 2 - Army (36-22) at N.C. State 
(40-16) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Greenviiie, N.C. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Soutfi Carolina (33-24) vs. 
Ohio State (36-22) 

Game 2 - UNC Wilmington (37-21) at 
East Carolina (43-16) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Ciemson, S.C. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 - Vanderbilt (31-25) vs. St. 
John’s (39-15) 

Game 2 — Morehead State (37-24) at 
Ciemson (45-14) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Conway, S.C. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 - UConn (35-20-1) vs. Wash¬ 
ington (30-23) 

Game 2 - LIU Brooklyn (31-24) at 
Coastal Carolina (42-17) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Athens, Ga. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Duke (40-15) vs. Troy (41- 
19) 

Game 2 — Campbell (35-24) at Georgia 
(37-19) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 


winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Taiiahassee, Fia. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 - Mississippi State (31-25) vs. 
Oklahoma (36-23) 

Game 2 — Samford (36-24) at Florida 
State (43-17) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Gainesviiie, Fia. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Jacksonville (39-19) vs. FAU 
(40-17) 

Game 2 — Columbia (20-28) at Florida 
(42-17) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At DeLand, Fia. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — South Florida (35-20) vs. 
Oklahoma State (29-24) 

Game 2 - Hartford (26-29) at Stetson 
(45-11) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Minneapolis 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — UCLA (36-19) vs. Gonzaga 
(32-22) 

Game 2 — Canisius (35-20) at Minne¬ 
sota (41-13) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Oxford, Miss. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Tennessee Tech (48-9) vs. 
Missouri State (39-15) 

Game 2 - Saint Louis (38-18) at Mis¬ 
sissippi (46-15) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Fayetteviiie, Ark. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Oral Roberts (38-18) at Ar¬ 
kansas (39-18) 


Pro basketball ■ AP sportlight 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 8 0 2 26 19 9 

Seattle 5 2 2 17 13 8 

Orlando 4 3 3 15 16 13 

Portland 4 3 3 15 14 12 

Houston 3 4 4 13 12 16 

Chicago 2 3 6 12 14 16 

Utah 2 2 5 11 7 7 

Washington 2 6 2 8 10 15 

Sky Blue FC 0 7 1 1 5 14 

Note: Three points for victory, one point 
for tie. 

Friday, May 25 

Portland 2, Utah 0 

Saturday, May 26 
Orlando 5, Chicago 2 
Seattle 1, Sky Blue 0 

Sunday, May 27 

3 O 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Houston 3, Washington 2 

Wednesday’s game 
North Carolina at Portland 
Saturday’s games 
Chicago at Washington 
Utah at Sky Blue 

Sunday’s games 
North Carolina at Houston 
Orlando at Seattle 


Phoenix 2 2 .' 

Dallas 2 3 

Minnesota 2 3 

Las Vegas 0 3 .( 

Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta 76, Minnesota 74 
New York 94, Dallas 89 
Seattle 81, Washington 77 
Wednesday’s game 


Phoenix at Minnesota 
Connecticut at Chicago 
Washington at Las Vegas 


May 31 

1927 — Detroit first baseman Johnny 
Neun records an unassisted triple play 
in the ninth inning to end the 1-0 win 
over the Cleveland Indians. Neun grabs 
a Homer Summa line drive, tags Charlie 
Jamieson at first and outruns Glenn My- 
att to tag second. 

1942 — Sam Snead wins the PGA 
Championship, beating Jim Turnesa in 
the final round 2 and 1. 

1949 — Sam Snead wins the PGA 
Championship, defeating Johnny Palmer 
in the final round 3 and 2. 

1965 — Jim Clark becomes the first 
non-U.S. driver in 49 years to win the In¬ 
dianapolis 500. 

1983 — The Philadelphia 76ers win the 
NBA championship with a 115-108 victory 
over the Los Angeles Lakers, completing 
a four-game sweep. 

1987 — The Edmonton Oilers win their 
third Stanley Cup by beating the Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers 3-1 in Game 7. 

1992 — Ayrton Senna wins his fourth 
consecutive Monaco Grand Prix to end 
Nigel Mansell’s season-opening winning 
streak at five races. 

1997 — lla Borders becomes the first 


Game 2 — Southern Miss. (43-16) vs. 
Dallas Baptist (40-19) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Lubbock, Texas 
Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — New Mexico State (40-20) at 
Texas Tech (39-17) 

Game 2 — Louisville (43-17) vs. Kent 
State (39-16) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Austin, Texas 
Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Indiana (38-17) vs. Texas 
A&M (39-20) 

Game 2 — Texas Southern (27-26) at 
Texas (37-20) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Corvaiiis, Ore. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 - LSU (37-25) vs. San Diego 
State (39-19) 

Game 2 — Northwestern State (37-22) 
at Oregon State (44-10-1) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Stanford, Caiif. 

Friday, June 1 

Game 1 — Baylor (36-19) vs. Cal State 
Fullerton (32-23) 

Game 2 — Wright State (39-15) at 
Stanford (44-10) 

Saturday, June 2 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 3 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 4 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

Tuesday’s scores 

TOURNAMENTS 

NCAA Division ii 

Texas A&M Kingsville 9, Mercyhurst 0 

Columbus St. 6, UC San Diego 0 

NCAA Division iii 

Championship 

Texas-Tyler8-9, Texas Lutheran 1-6 

NAIA 

Georgia Gwinnett 20, Faulkner 9, 
Faulkner eliminated 

Lewis & Clarke 5, Antelope Valley 3, 
Antelope Valley eliminated 

Southeastern (Fla.) 8, Freed-Harde- 


woman to pitch in a regular-season pro¬ 
fessional baseball game, in the sixth 
inning of the St. Paul Saints’ Northern 
League game against Sioux Falls. She 
struggles, giving up three earned runs 
without getting an out. 

2001 — Pat Day becomes the third 
jockey to reach 8,000 wins by guiding 
Camden Park to a one-length victory 
on the turf in the sixth race at Churchill 
Downs. The 47-year-old Day trails only 
Laffit Pincay Jr. (9,147) and Bill Shoemak¬ 
er (8,833). 

2002 — Jason Kidd becomes the first 
player In 35 years to record three triple- 
doubles in an NBA playoff series, and the 
New Jersey Nets finish off the Boston 
Celtics with a 96-88 victory in Game 6 of 
the Eastern Conference finals. He joins 
Oscar Robertson (1963) and Wilt Cham¬ 
berlain (1967) as the only players with 
three triple-doubles in a series. 

2007 — LeBron James scores a career 
playoff-high 48 points to lead Cleveland 
to a 109-107, Game 5 win over Detroit in 
two overtimes. James is the first player 
to score 25 straight points for a team in 
the postseason while scoring 29 of the 
Cavaliers’ final 30 points. 
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Camargo's walk-off HR dooms ailing Mots 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — For both the Atlanta 
Braves and New York Mets, this felt so 
familiar. 

Another stunning, walk-off win for the 
Braves. 

Another excruciating day for a Mets 
team that seems downright cursed. 

Johan Camargo homered with one out 
in the bottom of the ninth inning Tues¬ 
day night to give Atlanta a 7-6 win over 
the Mets, who squandered a pair of four- 
run leads and lost two more pitchers to 
injuries. 

Camargo’s liner off Gerson Bautista just 
cleared the right-field wall, the Braves’ 
second walk-off homer in two days against 
their NL East rival. 

“I knew who was pitching and how hard 
he throws,” Camargo said through a trans¬ 
lator. “As soon as I hit it, I thought it might 
have a chance.” 

Asdrubal Cabrera homered twice and 
Adrian Gonzalez also went deep for the 
Mets. But it wasn’t enough for an inju¬ 
ry-plagued squad that keeps losing key 
players. 

Before the game, the Mets placed Noah 
Syndergaard on the 10-day disabled list 
with a strained ligament in his right index 



Curtis Compton,Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


The Braves’ Johan Camai^o celebrates 
after he hit a walk-off home run to beat 
the Mets 7-6 during the ninth inning 
Tuesday in Atlanta. 

finger. Then, in an almost surreal devel¬ 
opment, fellow starter Steven Matz had to 
leave with discomfort in his left middle fin¬ 
ger after throwing three scoreless innings 
while New York built a 4-0 lead. 

Matz said he hurt his finger in the top of 


the fourth, when the bat flew out of his hand 
on a swing. He wound up doubhng in that at- 
bat, but began to feel some pain in his finger 
while standing on second base. It didn’t im¬ 
prove when he went back to the mound. 

“It’s real unfortunate,” Matz said. “I 
know the bullpen has really been working 
their tails off, throwing a lot of innings. I 
was feeling really crisp out there. It’s just 
frustrating. It really is. But there’s nothing 
you can do.” 

X-rays were negative, but it’s not known 
if the injury might affect Matz’s next 
scheduled start. 

The Mets were up 6-2 when the Braves 
rallied. 

Nick Markakis had an RBI double in the 
seventh, and Atlanta put up three more 
runs in the eighth off Jacob Rhame. After 
pinch-hitter Preston Tucker hustled to beat 
out a potential double-play grounder with 
the bases loaded, bringing in a run, Ender 
Inciarte drove a two-run triple off the cen¬ 
ter-field fence to tie the game at 6 . 

Bautista (0-1) got the first out in the 
ninth. 

Camargo then brought the game to a 
sudden end. 

Not that it was a surprise. 

The first-place Braves have won eight 
games in their final at-bat—five in walk-off 
fashion. Their last three wins at SunTrust 


Park have all come on the final swing. 

“A different guy again,” Tyler Flowers 
said. “It was a tough game, but we just kept 
grinding. We gave ourselves a chance at 
the end of the game.” 

Dan Winkler (2-0) earned the win, work¬ 
ing out of trouble after the first two hitters 
reached base in the ninth. 

The first pitch was delayed 41 minutes by 
the threat of an approaching storm, the third 
straight game in the series to be delayed by 
inclement weather. The teams played a day- 
night doubleheader Monday that didn’t end 
until around 1:30 a.m. Tuesday. 

Anibal Sanchez came off the DL to make 
his first start for the Braves since April 
13. 

His rustiness showed in a four-inning 
stint. The 34-year-old right-hander gave 
up five hits, four runs and two homers. 

After Sanchez was lifted for a pinch-hit¬ 
ter, Matt Wisler chewed up some valuable 
innings for the Braves’ bullpen. He went 
four more innings, allowing two runs on 
four hits with four strikeouts. 

Syndergaard’s return to New York to 
have his finger examined caught everyone 
off guard. An MRI confirmed the strained 
ligament, making him the third Mets play¬ 
er to go on the DL since the team arrived 
in Atlanta. 


Roundup 


Harper helps Nats extend road win streak to 9 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Giants relief pitcher Dereck Rodriguez winds up during the second 
inning Tuesday against the Rockies in Denver. Rodriguez, the son of 
Hall of Fame catcher Ivan Rodriguez, was pulled after 3 Vs innings 
when he was hit in the leg by a line drive. 


The Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — The season 
is barely two months old, and 
the Washington Nationals have 
already been asked to adjust to 
a new manager, overcome a rash 
of injuries and jump into bounce- 
back mode following a poor start. 

With Bryce Harper leading the 
way, they’ve handled every ob¬ 
stacle while becoming the hottest 
team in the big leagues. 

Harper hit his NL-leading 17th 
home run, Mark Reynolds added 
a solo shot and Washington beat 
the Baltimore Orioles 3-2 Tues¬ 
day night to extend its road win¬ 
ning streak to nine games. 

The Nationals have lost veteran 
Howie Kendrick for the season, 
are without sluggers Adam Eaton 
and Ryan Zimmerman and are 
still waiting for three-time All- 
Star Daniel Murphy to make his 
season debut. 

No matter. 

Washington has won 20 of its 
past 26 games, including five in 
a row, since starting 11-16. The 
Nationals own the best road mark 
in the mqjors, and the nine-game 
run matches the team’s longest 
since the move from Montreal in 
2005. 

“We’ve played some pretty 
good ballgames as well at home 
as well,” rookie manager Dave 
Martinez said. 

Short-handed or not. 

“Everyone’s been stepping up, 
next-man mentality,” Harper 
said. “If we get our guys back and 
keep having fun, doing the things 
we need to, then we’ll be OK.” 

Harper finished with three 
hits, Reynolds scored twice and 


19-year-old rookie Juan Soto had 
his first three-hit game for the 
Nationals, who will seek to com¬ 
plete a three-game sweep of their 
neighboring interleague rival on 
Wednesday night. 

Yankees 6, Astros 5: Brett 
Gardner tied it with his second 
homer of the game, a one-out, 
two-run drive in the ninth inning, 
Gleyber Torres hit a winning sin¬ 
gle in the 10th and host New York 
rallied to beat Houston. 

The Yankees won despite mak¬ 
ing five errors — including two 
by Torres at second base — for 
the first time since 2014. They 
also came up with a startling de¬ 
fensive play in the 10th when Ar- 
oldis Chapman (2-0) threw a 100 
mph fastball to the backstop that 
took a fortuitous carom to catch¬ 
er Gary Sanchez, who threw out 
Tony Kemp at third base. 

Red Sox 8, Blue Jays 3: Sandy 
Leon hit a home run and two 
doubles, Xander Bogaerts also 
homered and Rick Porcello took 
a three-hitter into the seventh 
inning, helping host Boston beat 
Toronto to match the second-best 
start in franchise history. 

Cardinals 6, Brewers 1: Mi¬ 
chael Wacha pitched two-hit ball 
for 6^/3 innings and St. Louis con¬ 
nected for three home runs. 

Cubs 8, Pirates 6: Anthony 
Rizzo shook off the boos and 
sparked a late rally with his ninth 
home run as Chicago beat reeling 
host Pittsburgh. 

A day after his aggressive slide 
at home plate that took out Pi¬ 
rates catcher Elias Diaz and drew 
a rebuke from M^or League 
Baseball, Rizzo doubled in the 


first inning and hit a solo shot off 
Edgar Santana (2-1) to knot the 
game at 4. 

Indians 7, White Sox 3: Mi¬ 
chael Brantley, Jose Ramirez and 
Jason Kipnis each hit a solo home 
run to lift host Cleveland. 

Rockies 11, Giants 4: Kyle 
Freeland pitched effectively into 
the sixth inning and doubled in 
Colorado’s three-run fourth, lead¬ 
ing the Rockies over a San Fran¬ 
cisco team that lost two pitchers 
to injury — including starter Jeff 
Samardzija. 

Samardzija (1-4) left after one 
inning because of tightness in his 
pitching shoulder. He gave up two 
runs and was replaced by rookie 
Dereck Rodriguez, the son of 
Hall of Fame catcher Ivan Rodri¬ 
guez who was making his m^or 
league debut. 

The younger Rodriguez went 
3 Vs innings and allowed four runs 
— one earned. He was removed 
after being struck in the right calf 
area by a line drive. 

Diamondbacks 5, Reds 2: 
Daniel Descalso hit a two-run 
homer, Zack Godley pitched six 
effective innings and host Ari¬ 
zona defeated Cincinnati. 

Angels 9, Tigers 2: Ian Kin- 
sler hit a three-run homer, Luis 
Valbuena went deep twice and 
Los Angeles routed host Detroit. 

Phillies 6, Dodgers 1: Jake Ar- 
rieta delivered his third scoreless 
outing this month and Nick Wil¬ 
liams hit a home run as Philadel¬ 
phia defeated host Los Angeles. 

Rays 4, Athletics 3: C.J. Cron, 
Joey Wendle and Wilson Ramos 
hit consecutive home runs in the 
third inning of Tampa Bay’s vic¬ 
tory over host Oakland. 


Royals 2, Twins 1 (14): Al- 

cides Escobar homered with two 
outs in the 14th inning to lift host 
Kansas City over Minnesota. 

Escobar connected off Taylor 
Rogers (1-2), ending a game that 
took 4 hours, 12 minutes. Rain also 
delayed the start by 24 minutes. 

Rangers 9, Mariners 5: 
Rougned Odor broke a ninth-in¬ 
ning tie with a three-run double 
and Texas stopped host Seattle’s 


four-game winning streak. 

Ronald Guzman went 4-for-4 
with three RBIs and Shin-Soo 
Choo homered for the Rangers, 
who tagged American League 
saves leader Edwin Diaz (0-2) in 
the ninth. 

Padres 9, Marlins 5: Franmil 
Reyes hit a two-run homer that 
put host San Diego ahead and the 
Padres got a fine effort from their 
bullpen against Miami. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Central Division 


West Division 


Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Cleveland 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Kansas City 
Chicago 

Houston 
Seattie 
Los Angeies 
Oakland 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pc 

Atlanta 32 22 -SQ: 

Washington 31 22 

Philadelphia 30 22 

New York 26 26 

Miami 20 34 

Central Division 


Milwaukee 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 


19 37 


Colorado 
Arizona 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
San Diego 


519 6 

339 16 


Phillies 6, Dodgers 1 

Philadelphia Los Angeles 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

C.Hrnan2b 2 2 2 0 Muncy lb 4 12 0 
Flrimon3b 1 0 0 0 J.Tmer3b 4 0 2 1 

Franco 3b 4 0 2 1 Blingercf 3 0 0 0 

O.Hrrracf 5 0 12 M.Kemplf 4 0 2 0 

C.Sntnalb 4 0 11 C.Tylorss 4 0 10 

Altherrrf 4 0 10 Puig rf 3 0 0 0 

N.WIImsIf 5 111 Frsythe2b 4 0 10 

Kingeryss 5 110 A.Brnesc 4 0 10 

Alfaro c 4 12 1 Maedap 0 0 0 0 

Arrietap 3 0 0 0 Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 

Nerisp 0 0 0 0 Valera ph 10 0 0 

Hunter p 0 0 0 0 Goeddel p 0 0 0 0 

Hoskins ph 1110 Cngrani p 0 0 0 0 
E.Ramosp 0 0 0 0 Utley ph 10 0 0 

P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 

Fields p 0 0 0 0 

Pderson ph 1 0 0 0 

Hudsonp 0000 
K.Hrnan ph 1 0 0 0 

Totals 38 612 6 Totals 34 1 9 1 

Philadelphia 030 001 002-6 

Los Angeles 000 000 010—1 

DP-Philadelphia2. LOB-Phlladelphla 
10, Los Angeles 8. 2B—C.Hernandez (9), 
C.Santana (13), KIngery (11), Alfaro 2 (5), 
Hoskins (14), Muncy (6). HR—N.Williams 
(5). SB-C.Hernandez (10). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


West Division 

30 25 

28 26 
25 29 

25 30 

23 33 

Tuesday’s games 

Cleveland 7, Chicago White Sox 3 

N.Y. Yankees 6, Houston 5,10 innings 

Washington 3, Baltimore 2 

Boston 8, Toronto 3 

L.A. Angels 9, Detroit 2 

Kansas City 2, Minnesota 1,14 innings 

Tampa Bay 4, Oakland 3 

Texas 9, Seattle 5 

Chicago Cubs 8, Pittsburgh 6 

Atlanta 7, N.Y. Mets 6 

St. Louis 6, Milwaukee 1 

Colorado 11, San Francisco 4 

Arizona 5, Cincinnati 2 

Philadelphia 6, L.A. Dodgers 1 

San Diego 9, Miami 5 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Boston 
Chicago White Sox at Cleveland 
Houston at N.Y. Yankees 
Washington at Baltimore 
L.A. Angels at Detroit 
Minnesota at Kansas City 
Tampa Bay at Oakland 
Texas at Seattle 
St. Louis at Milwaukee 
Cincinnati at Arizona 
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta 
San Francisco at Colorado 
Miami at San Diego 
Philadelphia at L.A. Dodgers 
Thursday’s games 

L.A. Angels (Heaney 2-3) at Detroit 
(Liriano 3-2) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at Oakland (Meng- 
den 5-4) 

N.Y. Yankees (Gray 3-4) at Baltimore 
(Cashner 2-6) 

Boston (Pomeranz 1-2) at Houston 
(McCullers6-3) 

Cleveland (Bieber 0-0) at Minnesota 
(Odorizzi 3-2) 

Texas (Minor 4-3) at Seattle (LeBlanc 
0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Quintana 5-4) at N.Y. 
Mets (Lugo 1-1) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 5-3) at St. Louis 
(Flaherty 2-1) 

Philadelphia (Nola 6-2) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Kershaw 1-4) 

Washington (Roark 2-4) at Atlanta 
(Newcomb 5-1) 

Miami (Chen 1-2) at San Diego (Lyles 
1 - 1 ) 

Tuesday 

Padres 9, Marlins 5 

Miami San Diego 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Detrich If 4 110 Jnkwski If-rf4 110 
Ralmutoc 4 111 Spngnbr3b 4 2 2 0 

Bourlb 4 12 0 Hosmer lb 4 2 3 1 

Bri.And3b 4 12 1 Pirela2b 3 2 0 0 

J.Grciap 0 0 0 0 R.Lopezc 3 112 

Riddle ss 4 111 F.Reyesrf 3 112 

Shuck rf 3 0 11 Cimberp 0 0 0 0 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 Hand p 0 0 0 0 

Gerrerop 0 0 0 0 Vllnevaph 10 12 

Rojas 3b 10 10 Makitap 0 0 0 0 

Brinson cf 4 0 10 Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Y.Rvera2b 3 0 0 0 Galvisss 4 0 0 0 

Strailyp 2 0 0 0 Margot cf 4 0 10 

Maybinrf 2 0 0 0 Rossp 10 0 0 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

Szczur If 2 0 0 0 

Totals 35 510 4 Totals 33 910 7 

Miami 000 103 001-5 

San Diego 300 002 04x-9 

E-Brinson 2 (4). DP-Miami 1, San 
Diego 2. LOB—Miami 4, San Diego 3. 
2B-Bour (4), Shuck (1), Hosmer (17). 
3B-Realmuto (2). HR-Riddle (1), F.Reyes 
(3).S-Ross(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

StrailyL,2-l 5% 7 5 4 0 4 

Conley IVi 0 0 0 0 3 

Guerrero 0 2 4 3 2 0 

Garcia 1 1 0 0 0 1 

San Diego 

Ross 5'/3 6 3 3 1 4 

Stammen W,3-0 BS,2 ^3 2 110 1 

CimberH,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hand H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Makita 0 2 110 0 

Yates 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Guerrero pitched to 4 batters in the 
8th T-3:02. A-16,321 (42,445). 


ArrietaW,5-2 7 6 0 0 2 5 

Neris Vs 3 110 1 

Hunter H,8 0 0 0 0 0 

Ramos 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Maeda L,4-4 VA 3 2 2 1 2 

Alexander I'/s 2 1110 

Goeddel 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Cingrani 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Baez 1 21112 

Fields 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hudson 2 42212 

WP-Arrieta. T-3:26. A-40,044 

(56,000). 

Cubs 8, Pirates 6 

Chicago Pittsburgh 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Zobrist2b-lf 5 2 2 2 Hrrison2b 5 110 

Schwrbrif 5 12 2 Meadow/s rf 5 2 3 1 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 S.Martecf 5 13 3 

Densing p 0 0 0 0 J.Bell lb 5 0 2 1 

Morrow p 0 0 0 0 Freese 3b 4 0 10 

Bryant 3b 5 0 10 Dckrsonph 10 0 0 

Rizzo lb 3 12 1 S.Rdrig If 4 0 0 0 

Cntrras c 2 110 E.Diaz c 4 111 

I. Happcf 4 111 Mercer ss 4 0 10 

Edwards p 0 0 0 0 Kingham p 1 0 0 0 

J. Baezph-2b 1 0 0 0 Glasnow p 0 0 0 0 

Russell ss 5 0 0 0 Moran ph 10 0 0 
Heyward rf 5 1 3 1 E.Sntna p 0 0 0 0 

Lester p 3 12 1 Rich.Rd p 0 0 0 0 

Almoraph-cf2 0 0 0 Feliz p 0 0 0 0 

F.Vazqz p 0 0 0 0 
A.Frzerph 1110 
Totals 40 814 8 Totals 40 613 6 

Chicago 000 021 320-8 

Pittsburgh 210 010 002-6 

DP—Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Chicago 11, 
Pittsburgh 8. 2B-Zobrist (6), Schwarber 

(7) , Rizzo (6), I.Happ (7), Heyward (4), 
Meadows (3), S.Marte 2 (7), Mercer (11). 
HR—Zobrist (3), Schwarber (10), Rizzo 

(8) , Meadows (4), E.Diaz (3). CS-Hey- 
ward (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Lester W,5-2 6 8 4 4 0 6 

Edwards H,9 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Cishek 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Duensing Vi 2 2 2 0 0 

Morrow 5,12-13 Vi 2 0 0 0 1 

Pittsburgh 

Kingham 5Vi 8 3 3 2 4 

Glasnow H,1 Vi 0 0 0 1 1 

Santana L,2-l BS,1 Vi 4 3 3 0 1 

Rodriguez Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Feliz 1 2 2 2 1 1 

Vazquez 1 00000 

HBP—by Kingham (Contreras), by 
Lester (Kingham), by Feliz (Contreras). 
T-3:03. A-11,475 (38,362). 

Rockies 11, Giants 4 

San Francisco Colorado 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

G.Hrnancf 4 0 0 0 BIckmon cf 5 2 10 

Posey c 4 111 Parra If 5 2 2 1 

McCtchnrf 4 0 2 0 Arenado3b5 1 2 2 

Lngoria3b 4 2 2 2 C.Gnzal rf 5 12 1 

Belt lb 4 0 2 0 Story ss 4 0 11 

Wllmsonlf 4 12 0 Desmond lb5 2 2 1 

B.Crwfrss 4 0 0 0 McMahn 2b 5 0 1 0 

Tmlnson2b 3 0 0 0 Innettac 3 12 2 

Blanco ph 1 0 0 0 Freland p 3 110 

Smrdzjap 0 0 0 0 Oberg p 0 0 0 0 

D.Rdrgzp 2 0 11 Dunnp 0 0 0 0 

W.Smith p 0 0 0 0 Dahl ph 1112 

A.Jcksnph 10 10 B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 

Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 Punders p 0 0 0 0 

Blach p 0 0 0 0 

Sndoval ph 10 10 

Totals 36 412 4 Totals 41111510 
San Francisco 000 012 010— 4 

Colorado 200 310 41x-ll 

E-Belt (5), Tomlinson 3 (5). DP-Colo- 
rado 3. LOB—San Francisco 6, Colorado 
8. 2B-Williamson 2 (2), D.Rodriguez (1), 
Blackmon (6), Parra (8), Arenado 2 (12), 
Desmond (8), McMahon (3), lannetta (7), 
Freeland (1). 3B-Story (4). HR-Posey (3), 
Longoria 2 (10), Dahl (4). SB-McCutchen 
(4), C.Gonzalez (3). SF—lannetta (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Samardzija L,l-4 1 3 2 2 0 1 

Rodriguez 3Vi 5 4 114 

Smith IVi 1 0 0 0 1 

Gearrin 1 4 4 4 0 0 

Blach 1 2 110 1 

Colorado 
Freeland W,5-5 
Oberg H,1 
Dunn H,5 
Shaw 
Pounders 


5'/3 


T-3:17. A-27,348 (50,398). 


3 3 0 3 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 10 
110 2 
0 0 0 0 


Royais 2 , Twins 1 (14) 

Minnesota Kansas City 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

B.Dzier2b 5 0 0 0 Jaycf 5 12 0 

E.Rsriolf 7 0 3 0 Mrrfeld2b 5 0 10 

Sano lb 6 0 11 Mstakas 3b 6 0 2 0 

E. Escbr3b 4 0 0 0 S.Perezdh 5 0 0 0 

Kepler rf 4 0 0 0 Solerrf 5 0 0 1 

Grssmandh 4 0 0 0 H.Dzierlb 6 0 10 

Garverc 3 0 10 A.Grdon If 6 0 10 

Buxton pr-cf 2 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 6 12 1 

Adranzass 5 12 0 Buterac 5 0 0 0 

LaMarrecf 3 0 0 0 

Mrrisonph 10 0 0 

B. WIsonc 2 0 0 0 

Totals 46 1 7 1 Totals 49 2 9 2 

Minnesota 001 000 000 000 00-1 

Kansas City 000 000 010 000 01-2 

DP—Minnesota 1. LOB—Minnesota 13, 
KC 10. 2B-Moustakas (13), H.Dozier (4). 
HR—A.Escobar (2). S—Adrianza (2). 
Minnesota IP H R ER BB SO 

Gibson 7 5 0 0 1 8 

Reed BS,2 1 2 1112 

Hildenberger 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Magill 3'/3 0 0 0 1 2 

Rogers L,l-2 Vi 1 110 0 

Kansas City 

Duffy 6 4 114 4 

McCarthy 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Flynn 1 10 0 10 

Herrera 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Adam 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Barlow W,l-0 4 0 0 0 1 5 

HBP—by Reed (Perez), by Adam (Esco¬ 
bar). WP-Flynn. T-4:12. A-20,533. 

Rangers 9, Mariners 5 

Texas Seattle 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

DeShieldscf 5 0 0 0 J. Segura ss 5 13 1 

Choo dh 4 1 1 1 D. Span If 5 12 0 

Profarss 5 110 Romine2b 0 0 0 0 

Mazararf 4 12 0 Hnigrcf-rf 5 112 

K.-Falefa3b 4 2 2 0 N.Cruzdh 4 12 1 

Gallo If 3 3 10 SeagerSb 5 0 0 0 

Odor2b 5 113 R. Healy lb 4 0 2 1 

Guzman lb 4 0 4 3 Gamel rf-lf 4 110 

P6rezc 3 0 0 0 M.Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 

Beckhm2b 3 0 0 0 

Hrdiaph-cf 10 10 
Totals 37 912 7 Totals 39 5 12 5 

Texas 110 003 004-9 

Seattle 301 000 010-5 

2B-N. Mazara 2 (11), J. Gallo (9), R. 
Odor (7), R. Guzman (6), J. Segura (15), 
D. Span (8), M. Haniger (10). HR- S. Choo 
(9), N. Cruz (9). 

Texas IP H R ER BB SO 

A. Bibens-Dirkx 4Vi 9 4 4 0 5 

M. Bush l'/3 0 0 0 0 1 

J. Diekman 1 1 0 0 0 2 

C. Martin Vi 2 110 1 

A. Claudio W, 4-2 V3 0 0 0 0 0 

K. Kela 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Seattle 

F. Hernandez 5 6 5 5 2 4 

J. Pazos BS, 2 '/3 1 0 0 0 1 

R. Cook Vi 0 0 0 1 2 

M. Rzepczynski 1 10 0 11 

D. AItavilla 1 0 0 0 2 1 

E. Diaz, L, 0-2 '/3 3 4 4 1 1 

C. Bradford Vi 1 0 0 12 

HBP—by Hernandez (Mazara), by R. 
Cook (Perez), by A. Bibens-Dirkx (Cruz), 
by C. Martin (Zunino).T-3:40.A- 13,259. 

Rays 4, Athietics 3 

Tampa Bay Oakland 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

B. MIIerlb 4 0 10 Semien ss 4 0 0 0 

Crondh 4 12 1 M.Chpmn3b4 0 10 

Wendle2b 4 111 Lowriedh 4 0 2 1 

W.Ramosc 4 111 Canhacf 4 0 0 0 

M.Duffy3b 4 0 3 0 Pinderlf-2b 4 0 0 0 

M.Smith cf 4 0 0 0 M.OISon lb 4 110 

Dan.Rbrss 3 12 1 Pscotty rf 3 110 

Gomez rf 3 0 0 0 Barreto 2b 10 0 0 

Field If 3 0 0 0 Joyce ph-lf 2 0 0 1 

Maxwell c 4 10 1 
Totals 33 410 4 Totals 34 3 5 3 
Tampa Bay 003 000 001—4 

Oakland 001 000 002-3 

E-Barreto (1), B.Miller (2), Dan.Rob- 
ertson (4), Gomez (1). DP—Oakland 1. 
LOB—Tampa Bay 4, Oakland 7. 2B—Low- 
rie (14), Piscotty (11). HR-Cron (12), 
Wendle (2), W.Ramos (7), Dan.Robertson 
(6). CS-M.Duffy (3). 

Tampa Bay IP H R ER BB SO 

Snell W,7-3 5Vi 2 10 2 7 

Venters H,3 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Schultz H,1 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Roe H,12 1 10 0 12 

RomoS,l-4 1 2 2 2 0 0 

Oakland 

Gossett L,0-3 5 8 3 3 2 3 

Pagan 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Dull 2 2 110 2 

WP-Snell. T-2:55. A-7,521 (46,765). 

Braves 7, Mets 6 

New York Atlanta 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Nimmo rf-lf 3 2 2 1 Incarte cf 3 0 12 

A.Cbrra2b 5 2 2 3 Albies2b 5 0 10 

J.Btsta If 3 0 11 F.Frman lb 4 1 1 0 
Rhamep 0 0 0 0 Mrkakisrf 5 0 11 

Gllormeph 1 0 0 0 Flowers c 4 110 

G. Btstap 0 0 0 0 Camargo3b5 2 2 1 

Cnfortocf 4 0 10 CIbrson If 3 2 2 1 

Msoraco c 4 0 0 0 Swanson ss 3 0 2 0 

A.Gnzal lb 4 111 An.Sanc p 10 0 0 

Jo.Ryes3b 4 0 0 0 R.FIhrtph 10 0 0 

Matzp 2 0 10 Wislerp 10 0 0 

Sewald p 0 0 0 0 Tucker ph 110 1 

Evans ph 1 0 0 0 Winkler p 0 0 0 0 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 

Bruce rf 10 0 0 

A.Rsrioss 4 12 0 

Totals 36 610 6 Totals 36 711 6 
New York 102 111 000-6 

Atlanta 000 200 131-7 

E-An.Sanchez (1). DP-Atlanta 1. 
LOB—New York 7, Atlanta 10. 2B—Nimmo 
(5), J.Bautista (3), Matz (1), Markakis (16), 
Flowers (2), Swanson (11). 3B—Inciarte 
(2). HR-A.Cabrera 2 (10), A.Gonzalez (6), 
Camargo (3). SB—Nimmo 2 (5). 


New York IP H R ER BB SO 

Matz 3 1 0 0 2 2 

Sewald 2 3 2 1 1 2 

Blevins IVi 2 1110 

RhameBS,! VA 4 3 3 1 1 

Bautista L,0-1 Vi 1 110 0 

Atlanta 

Sanchez 4 54422 

Wisler 4 4 2 2 0 4 

Winkler W,2-0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Sanchez (Nimmo), by Matz 
(Inciarte), by Winkler (Nimmo). WP— 
Sanchez. T-3:ll. A-19,443 (41,149). 

Angels 9, Tigers 2 

Los Angeles Detroit 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Cozart3b 5 0 10 Martin cf 5 0 10 

Trout cf 4 0 10 Cstllnsrf 5 0 10 

Young cf 0 0 0 0 Cndlrio3b 3 111 

Upton If 4 0 0 0 V.Mrtin dh 4 0 2 0 

Pujols dh 5 13 0 Joh.Hcklb 4 0 10 

A.Smmnsss 4 110 J.McCnn c 4 0 10 
VIbuenalb 5 3 3 3 J.Jones If 3 111 

Kinsler2b 3 3 3 3 J.lgissss 4 0 10 

MIdnadoc 4 12 3 Kozma2b 4 0 10 

K.CIhunrf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 37 914 9 Totals 36 2 10 2 

Los Angeles 040 101 030—9 

Detroit 000 011 000-2 

E-J.lglesias (4). DP-Detroit 2. LOB- 
Los Angeles 6, Detroit 9. 2B-Cozart (12), 
Trout (13), Kinsler (8), Martin (9), Cas¬ 
tellanos (15). HR—Valbuena 2 (6), Kin¬ 
sler (3), Maldonado (3), Candelario (8), 
J.Jones (4). CS-J.lglesias (3). 

Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO 

Tropeano W,3-3 5'/3 7 2 2 0 5 

Ramirez 1 10 0 10 

Alvarez Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Parker 1 2 0 0 0 2 

Detroit 

Fulmer L,2-4 3'/3 6 5 5 4 1 

Lewicki 3Vi 3 10 12 

Farmer 1 4 3 3 0 1 

Saupold 1 1 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Anderson (Candelario). T— 
3:25. A-17,397 (41,297). 

Nationals 3, Orioles 2 

Washington Baltimore 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

T.Trnerss 5 0 10 Schoop2b 4 0 0 0 

Harper rf 5 13 1 A.Jonescf 4 0 2 1 

Rendon 3b 5 0 0 0 M.Mchdoss4 12 1 

M.Adams dh 4 0 1 0 C.Davis lb 4 0 0 0 

Mar.Ryn lb 4 2 2 1 Trumbo rf 4 0 2 0 

J.Sotolf 3 0 3 0 Alvarez dh 3 0 0 0 

M.Tylorcf 3 0 10 Mncniph-dhO 0 0 0 
Difo2b 4 0 11 Rickard If 4 0 2 0 

P.Svrnoc 4 0 0 0 Sisco c 2 10 0 

Gentry ph 10 0 0 

J.Ptrsn3b 2 0 10 
Susac ph 10 0 0 
Totals 37 312 3 Totals 33 2 9 2 
Washington 110 100 000-3 

Baltimore 100 010 000-2 

DP-Washington 2, Baltimore 2. LOB- 
Washington 9, Baltimore 7.2B—M.Adams 
(6), A.Jones (14). HR-Harper (17), Mar. 
Reynolds (6), M.Machado (16). SB—J.Soto 
(1), M.Taylor 2 (13). 

Washington IP H R ER BB SO 

Hellickson W,2-0 5 6 2 2 0 3 

Miller H,2 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Solis H,8 1 0 0 0 0 1 

KintzlerH,12 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Doolittle S,12-13 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Baltimore 

Bundy L,3-7 6 11 3 3 0 6 

Scott 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Givens 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Brach 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Hellickson (Peterson), by 


Indians 7, White Sox 3 

Chicago Cleveland 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Moncada2b 4 0 10 Lindorss 5 0 2 1 
Y.Sanch 3b 4 0 10 Brntley If 4 2 3 2 

J.Abreulb 4 0 0 0 Jose.Rm3b 4 2 2 2 

Palkarf 4 2 2 1 Encrncodh 4 0 10 

Skoledh 2 0 0 0 Alonso lb 4 0 11 

J.Rndnph-dhl 0 0 0 Me.Cbrrrf 3 0 0 0 
Ti.Andrss 4 0 11 R.Daviscf 10 0 0 

Engel cf 3 10 0 Kipnis2b 4 12 1 

Tilsonlf 10 10 R.Perezc 4 12 0 

T.Thmpsph-lf2 0 1 1 G.AIIencf-rf 4 1 2 0 
Narvaezc 3000 

Totals 32 3 7 3 Totals 37 715 7 
Chicago 010 000 002-3 

Cleveland 201 020 llx-7 

DP—Chicago 2, Cleveland 2. LOB—Chi¬ 
cago 6, Cleveland 6. 2B—Palka (5), Jose. 
Ramirez (17), R.Perez (1), G.AIIen (2). 
3B-Y.Sanchez (6). HR-Palka (5), Brant¬ 
ley (9), Jose.Ramirez (16), Kipnis (3). SB— 
Ti.Anderson (12), Lindor (6). 

Chicago IP H R ER BB SO 

GiolitoL,3-6 6 9 5 5 0 3 

Bummer 'A 4 110 1 

Rondon VI 0 0 0 0 1 

Beck 1 21100 

Cleveland 

ClevingerW,4-2 6V4 4 112 7 

Olson 1 10 0 11 

Otero 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Beliveau 0 1110 0 

McAllister 1 11111 

Beliveau pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
T-2:58. A-30,441 (35,225). 


Red Sox 8, 

Toronto 

ah r h hi 

Grndrsn If 4 0 11 

Pillar cf 5 0 0 0 

Solartess 4 0 0 0 

Smoaklb 4 111 
T.Hrnnd rf 3 0 0 0 
R.Mrtin3b 3 110 
Morales dh 3 12 0 
D.Trvis2b 4 0 10 

Mailec 3 0 0 0 

SmthJrph 10 10 
Totals 34 3 7 2 

Toronto 




4 2 2 1 


E—Porcello (3), Devers (12). DP—Toron¬ 
to 2. LOB—Toronto 9, Boston 6. 2B—Mo¬ 
rales (4), Benintendi (14), Moreland (12), 
J.Martinez 2 (14), Leon 2 (3). HR—Smoak 
(8), Bogaerts (8), Leon (2). SB-Holt (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Estrada L,2-6 3V) 7 4 4 0 1 

Loup VA 0 0 0 1 1 

Biagini 1 4 2 2 1 1 

Clippard 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Barnes 1 12201 

Porcello W,7-2 6V) 5 3 2 2 5 

Kelly H,10 l'/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Velazquez Vi 2 0 0 0 0 

Kimbrel S,17-19 Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Biagini pitched to 1 in the 7th HBP—by 
Porcello (Solarte), by Porcello (Martin), 
by Kelly (Hernandez), by Barnes (Holt). 
WP-Estrada. T-2:59. A-33,380 (37,731). 

Cardinals 6, Brewers 1 

St. Louis Miiwaukee 

ah r h hi ab r hbi 

M.Crpntlb 3 112 Caincf 4 0 0 0 

Gyorko3b 5 0 2 2 Yelich rf 3 0 0 0 

Phamcf 5 0 0 0 Aguilar lb 3 0 0 0 

Ozunalf 3 0 0 0 T.ShawSb 4 0 0 0 

Bader rf 4 13 1 Braun If 3 0 0 0 

Munoz ss 4 110 H.Perez 2b 4 0 10 
Wong2b 2 10 0 Pinac 4 10 0 

Penac 4 2 3 1 Sladinoss 0 0 0 0 

Wachap 2 0 0 0 Sogrdph-ss2 0 10 
Tvilalap 0 0 0 0 Davies p 0 0 0 0 

Mrtinez ph 1 0 0 0 Do.Sntn ph 1 0 0 0 

Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 Logan p 0 0 0 0 

J.Brnesp 0 0 0 0 

Villarph 10 11 
Jnnings p 0 0 0 0 

Ta.WIImp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 610 6 Totals 29 1 3 1 

St. Louis 040 100 010-6 

Milwaukee 000 000 100-1 

E-Pina (2), M.Carpenter (3). DP-St. 
Louis 1, Milwaukee 3. LOB—St. Louis 
6, Milwaukee 6. 2B-Villar (5). HR- 
M.Carpenter (7), Bader (4), Pena (2). 
S-Wacha (6), Davies (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St Louis 

WachaW,6-l 6Vi 2 114 3 

Tuivailala 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Hicks 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Milwaukee 

Davies L,2-5 5 8 5 5 3 4 

Logan 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Barnes 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Jennings 1 1110 1 

Williams 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Davies (Wong). T-2:41. A- 
40,982 (41,900). 

Yankees 6, Astros 5 (10) 

Houston New York 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 5 0 10 Gardner If 5 2 4 3 
Brgmnss-3b4 110 Judge rf 4 12 1 
Altuve2b 4 12 0 Bird lb 5 0 10 
Gurriel3b-lb5 0 1 1 Stanton dh 5 0 10 
Gattisdh 3 2 12 G.Sanch c 5 0 0 0 

J.Davislb 4 110 Grgriusss 5 0 2 0 

Mrsnickcf 1 0 0 0 A.Hickscf 5 0 0 0 

M.Gnzal If-ss5 0 2 2 Andujar3b 4 3 2 0 

Stassic 5 0 10 G.Trres2b 5 0 2 2 

T.Kempcf-lf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 39 510 5 Totals 43 614 6 
Houston 010 220 000 0-5 

New York 110 010 002 1-6 

E—Sabathia (1), G.Sanchez (3), An- 
dujar (3), G.Torres 2 (7). DP-New York 
1. LOB—Houston 10, New York 10. 2B— 
M.Gonzalez (7), Stassi (7), Judge (12), 
Bird (1), Andujar 2 (17). HR-Gattis (7), 
Gardner 2 (4), Judge (15). SB—Bregman 
(6), Gurriel (1). SF-Gattis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Morton 6 8 3 3 1 10 


Smith H,3 1 

Rondon H,2 1 

Devenski BS,1 1 

Peacock L,l-3 V) 

New York 

Sabathia 5 

Holder 2 

Robertson 1 

Betances 1 

Chapman W,2-0 1 ..... 

Sipp pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 

WP—Sabathia, Chapman. T—3:47. A— 
45,458 (54,251). 

Diamondbacks 5, Reds 2 

Cincinnati Arizona 

ab r h hi ab r 

BIndinoss 4 110 J.Dyson cf 3 2 


0 0 


0 2 2 


hbi 


Blue Jays 3 

ab r hbi 

Bnntndi If 5 0 11 


Mreland lb . _ _ _ 
J.Mrtindh 4 0 2 1 
Devers 3b 4 110 
Pedroia2b 4 0 10 
Holtrf 3 2 10 
Leone 4 2 3 3 
BrdlyJcf 3 0 11 

Totals 35 813 8 
000 100 200-3 

210 101 12X-8 


Brnhartc _ _ _ . __ . _ _ _ 

Votto lb 4 0 2 0 Lamb 3b 110 1 

Gennett2b 4 0 11 Dscalso lb 4 12 2 

Suarez 3b 3 111 D.PrItalf 4 0 0 0 

Schblerrf 3 0 0 0 Owingsrf 3 0 0 0 

Duvall If 4 0 0 0 Avilac 2 0 0 0 

L.Cstll p 2 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 

Lrenzen ph 1 0 0 0 Godley p 2 0 0 0 

D.Hrnndp 0 0 0 0 Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Garrett p 0 0 0 0 Brito ph 10 0 0 
Winker ph 1 0 0 0 Bradley p 0 0 0 0 

Hmilton cf 3 0 2 0 Bxbrger p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 7 2 Totals 27 5 4 4 

Cincinnati 100 001 000—2 

Arizona 202 010 OOx-S 

E—Descalso (4), Blandino (4). DP—Cin¬ 
cinnati 1, Arizona 3. LOB—Cincinnati 6, Ari¬ 
zona 3. 2B-Blandino (3), Marte (7). HR- 
Suarez (10), Descalso (6). SF-Lamb (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

Castillo L,4-5 5 4 5 4 3 6 

Hernandez 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Garrett 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Arizona 

Godley W,5-4 6 6 2 2 2 7 

Hirano H,10 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Bradley H,14 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Boxberger S,13-14 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Godley (Schebler). WP-Cas- 
tillo. T-2:40. A-20,046 (48,519). 
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Gene J. Puskar/AP 

St. Louis Cardinals relief pitcher Jordan Hicks is shutting down opponents. The 21-year-old is 
challenging New York Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman as the hardest thrower in the league. 


St. Louis rookie reliever 
is iighting up radar guns 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

J ordan Hicks can’t explain where the gas 
comes from. If he’s being honest, the St. 
Louis Cardinals rookie flamethrower doesn’t 
really want to. Best not to overthink it. 

So the 21-year-old reliever steps on the rubber 
and lets his mind go blank before beginning a de¬ 
livery that looks like it could fit in a phone booth. No 
long levers. No exaggerated windup. Just straight 
fire — stuff that makes the readout from the radar 
gun look like a misprint. 

101.102.103.104.105. 

It’s the kind of speed that sends a jolt through the 
crowd and the opposing dugout alike. The kind that 
allowed Hicks to bypass Double-A and Triple-A en¬ 
tirely on his way to The Show. 

Even the heir apparent to New York Yankees clos¬ 
er Aroldis Chapman as the hardest-throwing arm in 
the majors can’t help but peek up after letting one 
rip. 

“I like to see because I know I just put that much 
effort into it, what did I get out of it?” Hicks said. 
“What was the final outcome?” 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Philadelphia’s Odubel Herrera saw five consective 
pitches of 103 mph or higher when he faced St. 
Louis reliever Jordan Hicks. 


Typically, outs. Relying on a two-seam fastball 
that frequently reaches triple digits, Hicks is 2- 
1 with a 1.75 ERA in 24 games this season for the 
Cardinals, one of the constants in a bullpen that’s 
been erratic at best. The learning curve is still in 
progress — Hicks has 16 walks against 11 strike¬ 
outs in 24% innings — but Cardinals manager Mike 
Matheny is encouraged that Hicks is trying to truly 
pitch instead of focusing on lighting up the gun. 

While Matheny understands the attention that 
comes with Hicks’ feats — like when he threw five 
consecutive pitches at 103 mph and above to Phil¬ 
adelphia’s Odubel Herrera on May 20 — he’s just 
as pleased with Hicks’ mentality. Three days after 
going heavy to Herrera, Hicks struck out two bat¬ 
ters in an inning of work against the Kansas City 
Royals. 

“I was afraid he was going to try and hit 112, but 
he came out and probably had his best outing,” Ma¬ 
theny said. “And it was under control, but it still 
wasn’t holding back, but it was in the zone. Those 
are the things that we need.” 

Pittsburgh Pirates second baseman Josh Harri¬ 
son likes to stand his ground in the batter’s box, a 
philosophy that ended with him getting hit 23 times 
last year, the second-highest total in the mqjors. He 
was warned by teammate Jordy Mercer about the 
way Hicks’ fastball runs in on right-handed hitters, 
but still he dug in as usual against Hicks for an at- 
bat Saturday. 

On the first pitch, Hicks sent 101 mph whizzing 
inches from the pinky finger in Harrison’s left hand, 
the one Harrison broke after getting drilled by Mi¬ 
ami’s Jose Urena. He wasn’t quite so comfortable 
after that. 

“It comes out hot. I’ll tell you that,” Harrison said. 
“The first one, you can go back and look at the re¬ 
play, when I took it, I pulled my hands in and I said 
‘Ooooooh.’” 

Harrison worked the count full before ground¬ 
ing out to second base. He walked away equal parts 
frustrated and impressed. 

“Every single one he threw me had some sink or 
some run,” he said. 

Pirates manager Clint Hurdle likened the mix of 
power and movement a “gift from God.” 

One Hicks and the Cardinals are still trying to 
harness. 


Knights, Capitals 
try to keep focus 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Gerard Gallant 
and the Vegas Golden Knights 
still think Tom Wilson’s third- 
period hit on Jonathan Marches- 
sault in the Stanley Cup Final 
opener was too late and probably 
a bit dirty. 

The coach also believes it 
sparked his team’s comeback vic¬ 
tory in that Game 1 thriller. 

So while he wasn’t happy to 
hear Wilson will face no disci¬ 
pline from the NHL, Gallant was 
hoping his team would remember 
the hit — and more importantly, 
how they played right after it 
— when they attempted to take a 
2-0 series lead on the Washington 
Capitals on Wednesday night on 
the Strip. 

“The good thing about the hit is 
it really woke our team up,” Gal¬ 
lant said after an optional practice 
at the Golden Knights’ suburban 
training complex. “I think it was 
a 4-4 game?” 

Indeed, two novice Stanley Cup 
finalists were deep into an enter¬ 
tainingly ramshackle opener, but 
the Knights took charge after that 
fateful collision left Marchessault 
sprawled on the ice. Vegas quickly 
got Tomas Nosek’s go-ahead goal, 
eventually won 6-4 and surged 
one game closer to an improbable 
championship. 

The focused aggression neces¬ 
sary to be a successful postsea¬ 
son team is a delicate concoction. 
The Golden Knights and Caps 
both had it during the conference 
playoffs, but they both admit it got 
away from them in Game 1. 

“I think both teams can be bet¬ 
ter,” Washington coach Barry 
Trotz said. “It was a pretty sloppy 
game.” 

After one game to get used to 
the sky-high stakes of the last 
round of this tournament, both 
teams intend to channel their 
nervous energy more construc¬ 
tively in the future. Both coaches 
stressed the importance of dis¬ 
cipline, completing assignments 
and not allowing the frenetic 
Vegas crowd to overwhelm their 
emotions. 


NHL scoreboard 


Stanley Cup Final 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Vegas 1, Washington 0 
Vegas 6, Washington 4 
Wednesday: at Vegas 
Saturday: at Washington AFN-Sports, 
2 a.m. Sunday CET; 8 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Monday, June 4: at Washington AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Tuesday CET; 8 a.m. Tues¬ 
day JKT 

x-Thursday, June 7: at Vegas AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Friday CET; 8 cum. Friday 
JKT 

x-Sunday, June 10: at Washington 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Monday CET; 8 a.m. 
Monday JKT 

x-Wednesday, June 13: at Vegas 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Thursday CET; 8 a.m. 
Thursday JKT 


“There’s obviously nerves,” 
Washington’s Jay Beagle said. 
“I’m not surprised at anything 
anymore, but in the Stanley Cup 
Final, usually it’s 2-1 or 1-0, not 
(6-4). But you don’t know what to 
expect from a team that you don’t 
know that much. Now we’ve got to 
know them a little bit more.” 

The mistakes that worry coach¬ 
es also lead to exciting hockey, 
and the opener was thoroughly 
entertaining even before Wilson 
lowered the boom on Marches¬ 
sault. The teams combined for a 
Final-record four lead changes 
in the highest-scoring opener in 
eight years for this final round. 

Wilson and the Capitals still 
insist the hard-charging forward 
did nothing wrong when he lev¬ 
eled the Golden Knights’ top play¬ 
off scorer. 

“It’s within the rules,” Wilson 
said after practice at T-Mobile 
Arena. “It’s a clean hit. I don’t 
know why it got so much media 
attention, to be honest. It’s a 
hard hit, but that’s the day and 
age we’re in. ... I’m trying to play 
my game. There’s a lot of those 
hits that are going on, but it’s the 
Stanley Cup Final, and it’s within 
the rules.” 

The Capitals had their own 
complaint about Vegas forward 
David Perron, who jumped on 
the ice after the whistle and made 
contact with Washington captain 
Alex Ovechkin during the scuf¬ 
fles immediately after the hit. 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 

Golden Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb, left, hits Capitals 
right wing Tom Wilson as linesman Jonny Murray tries to break it up 
during the third period of Game 1 on Monday in Las Vegas. 
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76ers investigate critical 
tweets linked to Colangelo 

PHILADELPHIA — The Philadelphia 
76ers are investigating whether team 
president Bryan Colangelo used Twitter 
accounts to anonymously trash some of his 
own players and fellow executives and to 
defend himself against criticism from fans 
and the sports media. 

The five accounts took aim at Philadel¬ 
phia players Joel Embiid and Markelle 
Fultz, former Sixers general manager Sam 
Hinkie, Toronto Raptors executive Masai 
Ujiri and former Sixers players Jahlil Oka- 
for and Nerlens Noel, according to a report 
by The Ringer website. 

Colangelo acknowledged using one of the 
accounts to monitor the NBA industry and 
other current events, but said he wasn’t fa¬ 
miliar with the other four and didn’t know 
who was behind them. 

“The allegations are serious and we 
have commenced an independent inves¬ 
tigation into the matter,” the Sixers said 
Wednesday in a statement. “We will report 
the results of that investigation as soon as 
it is concluded.” 

Embiid, the 24-year-old All-Star center, 
tweeted that he didn’t believe the report. 

“I don’t believe the story. That would just 
be insane,” he wrote. 

In other NBA news: 

■ Steve Clifford was there the last time 
the Orlando Magic were a playoff con¬ 
tender. He’s being asked to make them one 
again. 

Clifford was announced Wednesday as 
the new coach of the Magic, a team that’s 
missed the playoffs in each of the last six 
years. Clifford — who spent the last five 
seasons as coach of the Charlotte Hornets 
— was an assistant coach on Stan Van Gun¬ 
dy’s Magic staff during the team’s most re¬ 
cent playoff run in 2012. 

“We are very excited to welcome Steve 
back into the Magic family,” Magic presi¬ 
dent Jeff Weltman said. 

Clifford is replacing Frank Vogel, who 
was let go after two seasons. Clifford was 
fired by Charlotte at the end of this season, 
after going 196-214. 

Racist, anti-gay chants on rise 
in Russia ahead of World Cup 

MOSCOW — Racist and anti-gay chants 
have become more common in Russian 
soccer as the country prepares to host the 
World Cup, even as overall incidents of dis¬ 
crimination declined. 

Nineteen incidents of abusive chants 
were recorded this season, according to an 
annual report from the anti-discrimina¬ 
tion Fare Network and the Moscow-based 
Sova Center released Wednesday. That 
compares to two cases the season before, 
and 10 the year before that. 

Victims included players from the 
French national team, who were targeted 
with monkey chants during a game against 
Russia in March, and Liverpool youth 
player Bobby Adekanye, who was racially 
abused by Spartak Moscow supporters. 

Russian national team goalkeeper Guil- 
herme Marinate, a naturalized citizen who 
was born in Brazil, was twice targeted by 
Spartak fans calling him a monkey. 

In another case, a regional governor told 
local media that the club his administra¬ 
tion funds in the city of Vladivostok would 
not sign any black players. 

Last month, Nigeria defender Bryan 
Idowu, who was born and raised in Russia, 
told The Associated Press that some fans 
in the country viewed racist abuse as a tac¬ 
tic to distract opposing players, rather than 
as a statement of ideology. 

“I think most of them do that to put pres¬ 
sure on a player psychologically, maybe so 
he doesn’t want to keep playing,” he said. 
“It could just be because someone finds it 
funny.” 

— Associated Press 


Scoreboard 


Tuesday 

At Stade Roland Garros 

Purse; $45,171,750 (Grand Slam) 
Surface; Clay-Outdoor 
Men’s Singles 
First Round 

Denis Shapovalov (24), Canada, def. 
John Millman, Australia, 7-5, 6-4, 6-2. 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, def. 
Ryan Harrison, United States, 6-1, 6-3, 7-5. 

Ruben Bemelmans, Belgium, def. Yuki 
Bhambri, India, 6-4, 6-4, 6-1. 

Jurgen Zopp, Estonia, def. Jack Sock 
(14), United States, 6-7 (4), 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 
(5), 6-3. 

Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, def. Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez (28), Spain, 6-2, 6-4, 6-2. 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Florian 
Mayer, Germany, 6-2, 6-1, 7-6 (3). 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Aljaz Be- 
dene, Slovenia, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. 

Marin Cilic (3), Croatia, def. James 
Duckworth, Australia, 6-3, 7-5, 7-6 (4). 

Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, def. Tennys 
Sandgren, United States, 6-2, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Evg¬ 
eny Donskoy, Russia, 6-1,6-3, 6-0. 

Steve Johnson, United States, def. 
Adrian Mannarino (25), France, 7-6 (1), 
6-2,6-2. 

Fabio Fognini (18), Italy, def. Pablo An- 
duj'ar, Spain, 6-4, 6-2, 6-1. 

Elias Ymer, Sweden, def. Dudi Sela, Is¬ 
rael, 7-6 (3), 6-3, 6-1. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Vasek 
Pospisil, Canada, 6-3, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Kyle Edmund (16), Britain, def. Alex De 
Minaur, Australia, 6-2, 6-4, 6-3. 

Juan Martin Del Potro (5), Argentina, 
def. Nicolas Mahut, France, 1-6, 6-1, 6-2, 
6-4. 

Women’s Singles 
First Round 

Taylor Townsend, United States, def. 
Myrtille Georges, France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States, 
def. Johanna Larsson, Sweden, 6-4,6-3. 

Daria Gavrilova (24), Australia, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 4-6,7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Angelique Kerber (12), Germany, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-2,6-3. 

Ana Bogdan, Romania, def. Marketa 
Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 1-6, 
6-4. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Denisa Allertova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3. 

Kiki Bertens (18), Netherlands, def. 
Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-2, 6-1. 

Shuai Zhang (27), China, def. Kristina 
Kucova, Slovakia, 6-0, 7-5. 

Irina Begu, Romania, def. Anna-Karo- 
lina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 6-4, 5-7,9-7. 

Shuai Peng, China, def. Aleksandra 
Krunic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Caroline Garcia (7), France, def. Ying- 
Ying Duan, China, 6-1,6-0. 

Garbine Muguruza (3), Spain, def. Svet¬ 
lana Kuznetsova, Russia, 7-6 (0), 6-2. 

Fiona Ferro, France, def. Carina Wit- 
thoeft, Germany, 6-4, 6-2. 

Samantha Stosur, Australia, def. Ya¬ 
nina Wickmayer, Belgium, 6-2, 6-4. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (30), Russia, 
def. Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-4, 7-6 (1). 

Julia Goerges (11), Germany, def. 
Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, 6-4, 5-7, 6- 
0 . 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. Isa¬ 
belle Wallace, Australia, 6-1, 6-0. 

Serena Williams, United States, def. 
Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, 7-6 (4), 
6-4. 

Ashleigh Barty (17), Australia, def. Na¬ 
talia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Maria Sharapova (28), Russia, def. 
Richel Hogenkamp, Netherlands, 6-1, 4-6, 
6-3. 

Men’s Doubles 
First Round 

Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France and 
Rohan Bopanna (13), India, def. Frances 
Tiafoe, United States and Taylor Fritz, 
United States, 6-3,6-1. 

Michael Venus, New Zealand and Ra¬ 
ven Klaasen (10), South Africa, def. Al¬ 
exandre Muller, France and Corentin De- 
nolly, France, 6-3, 6-3. 

Jonathan Eysseric, France and Hugo 
Nys, France, def. Fernando Verdasco, 
Spain and David Marrero Santana, Spain, 
6-3,7-5. 

Alexander Peya, Austria and Nikola 
Mektic (8), Croatia, def. Franko Skugor, 
Croatia and Dominic Inglot, Britain, 6-4, 
6-3. 

Julio Peralta, Chile and Horacio Ze- 
ballos (15), Argentina, def. Hugo Gaston, 
France and Clement Tabur, France, 6-2, 
6-2. 

Robin Haase, Netherlands and Matwe 
Middelkoop, Netherlands, def. Yuichi Su- 
gita, Japan and Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 
6-1,6-2. 

Ken Skupski, Britain and Neal Skupski, 
Britain, def. Mike Bryan, United States and 
Sam Querrey (16), United States, 7-5, 6-4. 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
def. Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain and Jiri 
Vesely, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3. 

Henri Kontinen, Finland and John Peers 
(3), Australia, def. Ilya Ivashka, Belarus 
and Karen Khachanov, Russia, 6-3,6-2. 

Robert Farah, Colombia and Juan Se¬ 
bastian Cabal (5), Colombia, def. Max 
Mirnyi, Belarus and Philipp Oswald, Aus¬ 
tria, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4). 

Artem Sitak, New Zealand and Wesley 
Koolhof, Netherlands, def. Antonio Sancic, 
Croatia and Andre Begemann, Germany, 
6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-4. 


No. 1 Halep survives jitters 


Associated Press 

PARIS — Top-ranked Simona Halep over¬ 
came some opening-match nerves to advance 
to the seconcl round of the French Open on 
Wednesday, beating 83rd-ranked Alison Riske 
of the United States 2-6, 6-1, 6-1. 

Halep took a bathroom break after Riske 
jumped out to a 5-0 lead and won the open¬ 
ing set, and looked like a new player when she 
came back on court. The Romanian unwrapped 
a new racket and attacked Riske’s serve with 
renewed vigor and aggression, breaking her to 
love in the second set’s first game. 

After making 16 unforced errors and winning 
less than half the points on her serve in the first 
set, Halep completely reversed the momentum 
of the match, rediscovering her range and ac¬ 
curacy on the clay of Court Philippe-Chatrier. 

Riske, meanwhile, wilted an(l won only 22 
points in losing the second and third sets. 

“It’s always tough to start the tournament,” 
said Halep, a finalist at Roland Garros last year 
and in 2014. 

The match, the last in the first round of the 
women’s draw, was postponed Tuesday before 
storms drenched Roland Garros. 

Halep’s next opponent, 72nd-ranked Taylor 
Townsend of the United States, played her first- 
round match on Tuesday. 

“I’ll be ready,” Halep said. “We just have to 
adapt.” 

Halep needs to reach the semifinals or better 
this year to have a chance of holding onto her 
No. 1 ranking after the French Open. 

Second-seeded Caroline Wozniacki had no 
such problems on Wednesday in her second- 
round match. 

The Australian Open champion beat Geor¬ 
gina Garcia Perez 6-1, 6-0. 

A day after Serena Williams played in Grand 
Slam singles for the first time in 16 months, she 
and Venus Williams won their first Grand Slam 
doubles match in nearly two years. 

The sisters moved into the second round of 
the French Open by coming back for a 4-6, 6-4, 
6-1 victory over the 14th-seeded Japanese pair¬ 
ing of Shuko Aoyama and Miyu Kato in front of 
a Court 3 crowd that raucously supported the 
Americans. 

The Williams-Williams duo last competed at 
a m^or tournament together at Wimbledon in 
2016. They won their 14th Grand Slam title in 
women’s doubles at the All England Club. 

Venus Williams lost in the first round of sin¬ 
gles on Sunday. 

In the men’s field, former champion Novak 
Djokovic posted another straight-set win to 



Alessandra Tarantino/AP 


Romania’s Simona Halep celebrates after 
defeating American Alison Riske during 
their first round match at the French Open 
at Roland Garros stadium on Wednesday in 
Paris. Haiep won 2-6, 6-1, 6-1. 

reach the third round. 

Facing Spanish qualifier Jaume Munar, the 
Serb delivered a solid display to prevail 7-6 (1), 
6-4, 6-4 and move into the third round for the 
13th time. 

Djokovic, who underwent right elbow sur¬ 
gery earlier this year, is the 20th-seeded player 
in Paris, his lowest (Jrand Slam seeding since 
the 2006 US. Open. 

Second-seeded Alexander Zverev trailed 
by a set and a break — and was down a bro¬ 
ken racket, too — before eventually collecting 
himself and coming back to beat 60th-ranked 
Dusan Lqjovic of Serbia 2-6, 7-5, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 in 
the second round. 

Zverev equaled his best showing at Roland 
Garros; he also reached the third round two 
years ago. 

If the 21-year-old German is going to get to 
the round of 16, he’ll need to do something he 
never has at a Grand Slam tournament: defeat a 
player ranked in the top 50. Zverev’s next match 
comes against 26th-seeded Damir Dzumhur. 

The French Open is Sam Querrey’s least suc¬ 
cessful Grand Slam tournament and the Amer¬ 
ican bowed out early again as this year’s No. 12 
seed. 

He was beaten 1-6, 7-6 (3), 6-4, 6-1 by Gilles 
Simon of France in the second round. 



Thibault Camus/AP 

Venus, right, and Serena Williams celebrate after scoring a point against Shuko Aoyama and 
Miyu Kato during their first-round doubles match at the French Open in Paris on Wednesday. 
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Why they will win 


Warriors 

By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

If there is a glaring hole on Golden 
State’s championship resume, it’s 
that the Warriors have never gone 
back-to-back. 

That will change. 

The Warriors are about to win their 
second straight NBA championship 
and their third in the last four seasons 
— all of them coming at the expense 
of the Cleveland Cavaliers, who won’t 
have enough even if LeBron James 
plays to the absolute utmost of his ca¬ 
pabilities. The Warriors have home- 
court advantage, and have three of the 
best four players who will appear in 
the series. 

They’re just too good to lose. 

If they were going to lose, it would 
have been in the Western Conference 
finals against the Houston Rockets. 
Houston was a team that was built for 
one purpose — beating the Warriors. 
And the Rockets might have done it, 
too, had Chris Paul’s hamstring not 
popped in the final seconds of Game 5 
and forced him to the sideline for the 
rest of the series. 

Golden State rallied in both Game 
6 and Game 7, as Paul looked on help¬ 
lessly. Yes, the Warriors caught a huge 
break. They won’t waste this chance. 

The teams have changed mightily 
over the last four seasons. There were 
20 players who appeared in the first 
Cavaliers-Warriors game of the 2014- 
15 season — only eight of them will be 
in uniform during this series. Kevin 
Durant is in Golden State now, Kyrie 
Irving isn’t with the Cavaliers any¬ 
more, the benches are very different, 
particularly in Cleveland’s case. 

But the principals are still there: 
James, Stephen Curry, Klay Thomp¬ 
son, Draymond Green. 

And over these four years since 
James returned to northeast Ohio, the 
Warriors are 17-9 against the Cava¬ 
liers. Golden State needed six games to 
beat Cleveland for the title in 2015, five 
games last season and if Andrew Bogut 
didn’t get hurt in Game 5 of the 2016 
Finals the Warriors — who ended up 
blowing a 3-1 lead that year — probably 
would have won that series as well. 

James might be playing the best 
basketball of his life. That’s why Cleve¬ 
land is still in these playoffs. 

Even he won’t be able to save the 
Cavs this time. 

Cleveland looked like a team that 
couldn’t guard anyone in the regular 
season, and to its credit has greatly 
improved on that end of the court dur¬ 
ing this postseason. But facing Golden 
State will be such a bigger challenge 
than Indiana, Toronto and Boston could 
provide. And if the Warriors get Andre 
Iguodala back, their spacing will be 
even better and put further demands 
on the Cavs. 

The Cavs won’t have any pressure 
on their shoulders. The Warriors will 
have it all, but after Curry, Durant and 
Thompson found a way to rally from 
15 points down in Houston to win a 
Game 7 on the road and capture the 
Western Conference, Golden State will 
come into this series brimming with 
confidence. 

That confidence will keep growing 
until they get handed another Larry 
O’Brien Trophy. 



Nhat V. Meyer, Bay Area News Group/TNS 


The Warriors’ Kevin Durant, right, celebrates after making a three-point shot over the Cavaliers’ 
LeBron James in Game 5 of the 2017 NBA Finals. The teams will meet for the fourth straight time 
with the league championship on the line beginning Thursday at Oracle Arena. 

Cavaliers 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

LeBron James has rescued the Cavaliers from 
a 3-1 deficit in the NBA Finals and just pulled 
them out of a 2-0 hole against Boston. 

Neither such comeback had ever been accom¬ 
plished, so James has stared down tough situa¬ 
tions before. 

Winning another championship now, leading 
this group of Cavaliers past a much mightier 
Golden State team, might even be a bigger chal¬ 
lenge. Perhaps it’s simply too much to ask. 

Except for the guy being asked. 

James is playing at such an extraordinary level 
that anything is possible, including what would 
go down as one of the biggest upsets in NBA 
history. 

“No matter what the story line is going to be, 
no matter if we’re picked to win or not, let’s just 
go out and play ball,” James said. “We’re going to 
have a great gameplan. We’re going to try to get 
better throughout the series, and we’ll see what 
happens.” 

The Warriors are better, and few outside James’ 
native Ohio would bother to argue. Golden State 
is deeper, quicker, more potent offensively and 
much more reliable defensively. The Cavaliers 
only got one game off them in last year’s finals, 
and that Cleveland team, with Kyrie Irving, was 
better than this year’s version. 

But none of their weaknesses have stopped the 
Cavaliers from pulling out two Game 7s in this 


postseason, or from stomping on a 59-win Toron¬ 
to team in four straight games. They find a way 
to play well enough to keep the games in strik¬ 
ing distance so James can will the Cavs across 
the finish line, and that will be the strategy again 
starting Thursday at Oracle Arena. 

As Stephen Curry noted, the Cavaliers are 
more than just James. Tristan Thompson rarely 
showed up anywhere but the gossip pages for 
much of the season, but has regained his role as 
a rugged rebounder and defender in the postsea¬ 
son. If All-Star Kevin Love is cleared from his 
concussion in time to play, Cleveland can sur¬ 
round James with dangerous perimeter shooters 
such as himself, Kyle Korver, George Hill and JR 
Smith, forcing the Warriors to play James 1-on-l 
— and possibly without one of their top defenders 
in Andre Iguodala if he can’t return from his leg 
injury. 

Golden State won two of the three finals meet¬ 
ings and is heavily favored to take this one. But 
the one Cleveland got is perhaps King James’ 
crowning achievement, when the Cavaliers over¬ 
came that 3-1 deficit to beat the 73-win Warriors 
in Oakland in Game 7. 

Another title now wouldn’t be far behind. It 
might require four games of around 34 points, 
nine rebounds and nine assists — about what 
James is averaging in 18 games this postseason. 
It’s hard to expect that level of anyone, but that’s 
what’s demanded of No. 23 in Cleveland. 

James can do it. 

Believe it or not, so can the Cavaliers. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Forward LeBron James and his 
Cavaliers have been installed by 
Las Vegas as the biggest NBA 
Finals underdog in 16 years. 

VanGundy: 
Series a 
mismatch 

By Neil Best 

Newsday 

Jeff Van Gundy never has seen 
the likes of this apparent Fi¬ 
nals mismatch in three decades 
coaching and broadcasting NBA 
games. 

“This is the biggest difference 
that I remember between two 
teams heading into the Finals in 
my time in the NBA,” he said of 
the Cavaliers-Warriors series 
that begins on Thursday. “I can’t 
think of a bigger gap from a team 
perspective.” 

If Van Gundy were a neutral 
fan or bookmaker, that opinion 
would not be surprising. But the 
fact that he is an ESPN/ABC ana¬ 
lyst and expressed it Tuesday on 
a call with reporters designed to 
promote the Finals illustrated 
two things: 

First, Van Gundy is paid to 
deliver blunt opinions, and often 
does, regardless of marketing 
considerations. Second, there is 
no point denying the obvious. 

When he spoke of how the 
Cavaliers need LeBron James to 
be great and must shoot “lights 
out” from the three-point line, he 
meant that was what they would 
require “to have a chance to win 
a game.” 

That’s “a” as in one, if you’re 
scoring at home. 

Van Gundy added he would like 
to see a format in which teams are 
seeded 1 through 16 regardless of 
regular-season conference so as 
to avoid situations such as this. 

“We’re all going to try to paint 
a picture of there’s a chance that 
Cleveland could win, and when 
you get to the Finals and that’s re¬ 
ally, really hard to picture in your 
own mind how a team could win, 
it’s a letdown,” he said. 

Again, this is not the way the 
public relations people would 
have drawn up the game plan for 
a promotional call, but Van Gundy 
and his colleagues would love it 
he were underestimating the Cavs 
and they made a series of it. 

His fellow analyst, Mark Jack- 
son, was a bit less gloomy about 
the Cavaliers’ chances. “I’m not 
going to say zero percent chance,” 
he said. “They have the best play¬ 
er in the world.” 
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Golden State Warriors forward Draymond Green celebrates with his son, Draymond Jr., after defeating 
the Houston Rockets in Game 7 of the Western Conference finals Monday in Houston. 


Warriors await word on 
Iguodala as Finals loom 


By Janie McCauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Klay 
Thompson sat on the floor in the 
middle of his teammates and 
pointed to his “2018 NBA FI¬ 
NALS” hat during a locker-room 
photo. 

An important face was miss¬ 
ing from the moment: Andre 
Iguodala. 

In a postseason defined by 
uncertainty for the defending 
champions, Golden State could 
be without one of its top defend¬ 
ers as the Warriors chase a repeat 
title — taking on LeBron James 
and the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
a fourth straight NBA Finals 
matchup. 

Iguodala’s status for Game 1 on 
Thursday night is a question as 
he recovers from a bone bruise 
in his left knee, which caused 
him to miss the final four games 
of the Western Conference finals 
against Houston. Cleveland’s 
Kevin Love is in concussion pro¬ 
tocol, so he might not be ready, 
either. 

Coach Steve Kerr has said 
Iguodala, the 2015 Finals MVP, 
will return when he can run with¬ 
out pain. The Warriors sure could 
use his presence against King 
James, who is making an eighth 
straight Finals appearance. 

“We’re still without Andre, 
which is a big blow for us,” Kerr 
said before Monday’s Game 7 
at Houston. “In a different way. 
He’s not a scorer for us as Chris 
(Paul) is for Houston, but a huge 
component. So you go through the 
playoffs and things happen, and 
you’ve got to be able to bounce 



NBA Finals 


Cleveland Cavaliers 
vs. Golden State Warriors 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Thursday: at Golden State AFN- 
Sports, 3 a.m. Friday GET; 10 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

Sunday: at Golden State AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Monday GET; 9 a.m. 
Monday JKT 

Wednesday, June 6: at Cleve¬ 
land AFN Sports, 3 a.m. Thursday 
GET; 10 a.m. Thursday JKT 

Friday, June 8: at Cleveland 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Saturday GET; 
10 a.m. Saturday JKT 
x-Monday, June 11: at Golden 
State AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Tuesday 
GET; 10 a.m. Tuesday JKT 

x-Thursday, June 14: at Cleve¬ 
land AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Friday 
GET; 10 a.m. Friday JKT 

x-Sunday, June 17: at Golden 
State AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Monday 
GET; 9 a.m. Monday JKT 


back no matter what and keep 
going.” 

Last month, Kerr became 
concerned his team’s defense 
wouldn’t return to its top form 
after Golden State struggled late 
in the regular season and even en¬ 
dured a particularly poor stretch 
in which the Warriors dropped 
seven of 10 games. 

Yet here they are in a familiar 
spring spot as June approaches. 

Once the buzzer sounded and 
the 101-92 Game 7 win over 


Houston was official, the War¬ 
riors could exhale. It hasn’t been 
pretty for much of these play¬ 
offs, a far cry from that remark¬ 
able, record-breaking 16-1 romp 
through last year’s postseason. 

Stephen Curry kept the game 
ball tucked under his left arm 
long after Monday’s game, tod¬ 
dler daughter Ryan held in his 
right arm. 

Kevin Durant hugged gen¬ 
eral manager Bob Myers, while 
always-animated Nick Young 
beamed wearing his Finals hat 
and “Champions of the West” T- 
shirt, then enjoyed hoisting the 
shiny trophy. 

Draymond Green smooched his 
1-year-old son, Draymond Jr. 

Back home, fireworks went off 
in the East Bay as everyone an¬ 
ticipates another battle with King 
James. 

“There’s a lot of just built-up 
anxiety, I guess, about this mo¬ 
ment. When you walk off the court 
with a win and get this fancy hat, 
it’s a good feeling,” Curry said. 
“We had to work for it, and you’ve 
got to appreciate the moment. 
Somebody asked, ‘It’s four years 
in a row getting to The Finals, do 
you appreciate it?’ Yes, because 
it’s really hard. So all the smiles 
and embraces you have with your 
teammates, your coaches, it’s well 
deserved.” 

James has willed his Cavs this 
far, saying, “I don’t know how I 
can compare it to other seasons 
because I can only think about 
this one in the present.” 

“Definitely a different team 
but we know everything goes and 
stops with LeBron James with 
them,” Green said. 


Again; Both teams had 
to win a Game 7 on road 
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Game 6s at home to fend off 
elimination, then had to go on the 
road and prevail in Game 7s to 
win their respective conference 
finals. 

“One of the most challenging 
seasons I’ve had,” said James, 
who may be playing the best bas¬ 
ketball of his life right now at the 
end of his 15th season. 

Here’s some of what the Cava¬ 
liers have dealt with since Gold¬ 
en State-Cleveland III ended 
last June: Kyrie Irving 
got traded for Isaiah 
Thomas over the sum¬ 
mer, coach Tyronn Lue 
had to miss time to deal 
with health issues. Love 
missed two months, they 
lost 11 games by 16 or 
more points, revamped 
their roster in February 
and spent much of the 
season unable to guard 
anybody. 

They’re in the Finals 
again anyway, led by 
someone who will play 
in the last series of the 
season for an absurd 
eighth consecutive year. 

“It’s been a roller 
coaster,” said James, 
who is seeking a fourth ring in 
his ninth finals appearance over¬ 
all. “It’s been good, it’s been bad. 
It’s been roses. There have been 
thorns in the roses. There’s been 
everything that you can ask for.” 

This wasn’t all peaches for 
Golden State, either. The War¬ 
riors didn’t get the No. 1 seed out 
West, lost Curry to a knee injury 
late in the regular season, lost 10 
of their final 17 games and got 
pushed to the brink. 

“I’m glad we’re going back,” 
Warriors forward Kevin Durant 
said. 

The Warriors swept the two 
regular-season meetings with 
the Cavaliers, winning by seven 
at home on Christmas Day (with¬ 
out Curry) and prevailing by 10 
in Cleveland about three weeks 
later. 

Film-wise, those two games are 
meaningless now. Of Cleveland’s 


It’s been 
good, it’s 
been bad. 
It’s been 
roses. 
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have been 
thorns 
in the 
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five leading scorers against Gold¬ 
en State this season, three no lon¬ 
ger play for the Cavaliers. James 
and Love combined to score 100 
points in the two games, but 
Dwyane Wade, Jae Crowder and 
Isaiah Thomas were all shipped 
elsewhere by the Cavs in a series 
of trade-deadline moves. 

“We obviously know what 
LeBron’s capable of,” Curry said 
shortly after the Warriors’ Game 
7 win at Houston ended. “It’s a 
new team over there, so the other 
guys, we’ve got to lock in 
on their tendencies. But 
we’ll worry about that 
when we get home.” 

If the Cavaliers win 
this championship, it 
might be time to de¬ 
clare the regular season 
irrelevant. 

Cleveland was only 
50-32 this season. Should 
James and his mates get 
it done, that would be 
the second-worst, regu¬ 
lar-season record for 
an eventual champion 
LeBron James in the last 40 seasons. 
Cavs forward, Houston went 47-35 on 
looking back the way to the 1995 title; 
on the season to find another cham¬ 
pion who was worse, go 
back to Washington in 1978 when 
the Bullets were a mere 44-38. 

“Everybody doubted us,” Cav¬ 
aliers forward Jeff Green said. 
“Everybody had their opinions 
on what our team was, what we 
would do, what we can’t do, from 
the start. ... And now, I mean, 
we’re where we want to be. We’re 
where we set out to be and where 
we knew we could be at this 
point.” 

Same goes for the Warriors. 
This season was no cakewalk for 
them, either. 

“We’ve been through a lot with 
this team,” Warriors guard Klay 
Thompson said. “Believe it or not, 
it’s not all success with the War¬ 
riors. We got our bumps through¬ 
out the season. But to get to this 
point again, we earned it.” 

And now it’s time for one of 
these teams to earn a title. 

Again. 



Ron Schwane/AP 


Golden State Warriors guard Shaun Livingston, top, lands on 
Cleveland Cavaliers guard Deron Williams during the second half of 
Game 4 of last year's NBA Finals. The teams meet again this year in 
the NBA Finals for the fourth straight time. 
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AGAIN 

Same two teams 
collide for fourth 
consecutive year 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

H ere we go again. 

And again. 

And, well, again. 

Round 4 — as many pre¬ 
dicted, and others probably lamented — is 
happening. Cleveland and Golden State 
will meet for the fourth straight year in 
the NBA Finals, the Warriors looking for 
a third championship in that span and 
LeBron James and the Cavaliers trying to 
wrestle the crown away just as they did in 
the 2016 series. 

On one side, the best team of this era. 

On the other, the best player of this era 
and maybe any era. 

Game 1 will be hosted by the Warriors at 
Oracle Arena on Thursday night. 

“You’ve got to appreciate the moment,” 
Warriors guard Stephen Curry said. 
“Somebody asked, ‘Four years in a row 
getting to the Finals, do you appreciate it?’ 
Yes.” 

Both teams are entering this title match¬ 
up with injury concerns. Cleveland’s Kevin 
Love is in the concussion protocol and will 
need to complete a series of tests before 
he’s cleared to return, and Golden State’s 
Andre Iguodala — a former NBA Finals 
MVP — wasn’t able to finish the Warriors- 
Rockets series because of a bone bruise in 
his leg. 

The Warriors hoped Iguodala would re¬ 
turn to the Houston series, but his progress 
stalled. 

“That’s just not an easy injury to pre¬ 
dict in terms of recovery,” Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr said. 

There wasn’t a lot of similarity in Cleve¬ 
land’s and Golden State’s seasons, but their 
last few days have been mirror images 
of one another — both teams had to win 

SEE AGAIN ON PAGE 31 
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Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, left, shoots in front of Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron Janies during the second 
half of Game 3 of last year’s NBA Finals. The two teams meet again Thursday night in Game 1 of the 2018 NBA Finals. 
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■ Iguodala’s return still 
anyone’s guess, Page 31 

■ Why the Warriors will 
win the series, Page 30 

■ Why the Cavaliers will 
win the series. Page 30 
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